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R. Ward's intimate acquain- 


433 


SER? tance with antiquity, and his 


for the ſacred ſcriptures were as conſpicuous, 
And his Diſſertations, though poſtumous, 
have been well received by the public. Ne- 
vertheleſs among many curious criticiſms, 
and juſt obſervations, there are ſome things, 
which appear to deſerve farther conſidera- 
tion. I hope therefore, that my making 
remarks upon ſome places, where I heſitate, 
will not be reckoned inconſiſtent with the 
reſpect, which I long had, and ſtill have for 
the learned and pious author, 

And I may take this opportunity to en- 
large upon ſome articles, beyond what the 
deſign of making remarks would require, 
8 CHAP, 


* 
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I 


AGE 73. Diff. xxi. The Caſe of the 
Demoniac, who refhded among the tombs 
on the coaſt of Gadara. 

As my remarks are to be made in the or- 
der of the Diſſertations, I begin with this. 
Upon which I have received ſome obſerva- 
tions in a letter from my much eſteemed 


friend, Mr. TnoMAS Mor E, which I ſhall 
here tranſcribe, 


„ have read the Diſſertations of Dr. 
Ward, Among which I find one upon the 
caſe of the Demoniae, who. refided among 
the tombs on the coaſt of Gadata.“ 

“This affair of the poſſeſſions is an em- 
barraſſment, which one would be glad fairly 
to get rid of, The interpretation, which re- 
preſents them as mad, or otherwiſe griev- 
ouſly diſeaſed, ſeems to be the only method 
effectually to remove it. A great deal has 
been writ to ſhew the probability of this ex- 
planation, and principally by yourſelf, Our 
late friend ſeems to have been very tenacious 
of the other ſenſe, and treats them as real 
poſſeſſions. He juſtly obſerves the impro- 


priety 
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priety of calling dev//s what in the Evange- 
lids is called demons; But does not, I thiak, 
ſo fairly, as one would deſire, argue in ſup- 
port of their being poſſeſſions. 

« The man, he ſays, p. 75. is here deſcribed, 
as wholly unconverſable, ſo fierce that no one 
dared come near him, This muſt have been 
at times only, For it is ſaid Math. v. 4. 
that be had been often bound with fetters, and 
chains, and the chains had been plucked aſunder 
by bim, and the fetters broken in pieces. So 
that it is going farther than the text allows, 
to ſay of him, that zone dared lo come near 
him, during all the time, fince he was firſt 
ſeized : as he evidently, I think, means. For 
he adds immediatly : He bad lived a long 
time in that condition.” 

« When it is added by St. Math. ver. 4. 
neither could any man tame him, it ſeems to 
me, that there had been many trials of cure 
undertaken, and various methods uſed for 
that purpoſe, though without ſucceſſe, eſpe- 
cially, if he was a man of any note in that 
(a) city, For # nh, out of the city, in St. 

B. 2 Luke, 


- 


(a) Eſpecially, if he awas a man of note in that city.] That ap- 
pears to me a curious thought, and a valuable hint: which may 
lead 
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Luke, muſt, I think, refer to the place of 
his habitation, while he was ſane, rather 
than when thus diſordered, and from which 


he 


lead us to conſider, whether there are not in this hiſtorie 
ſome things, which may induce us to ſuppoſe, that the De- 
moniac, to whom St. Mark and St. Luke confine their nar- 
ration, was a man of ſome ſubſtance. And I think, there 
are ſeveral ſuch things. In St. Mark, v. 19. our Lord ſays : 
Go home to thy friends. Trays & Tov db ou, rede Tos cs. 
Literally, go to thy hauſe, to thy own people, meaning familie, 
or friends. In Luke viii. 39. return to thy own houſe. Taos ge- 
o dg Tiv 3;xdy oz. Care had been taken of him, and there 
had been, as is manifeſt, divers attempts made to cure his 
diſorder, or to relieve, and reſtrain him under it. And when 
the multitude from the city, and from the countrey round 
about, came to Jeſus, they ſaw the man fitting, and clothed. 
Clothing therefore had been brought to him, and, probably, 
from his own houſe, in the adjacent city, and from his fa- 
milie. 'They knew where he was, though he had eſcaped 
from them. And upon the firſt intelligence concerning what 
had happened, they recollected the diſtreſſe he muſt be in, 
for want of clothing. They therefore immediatly ſent him 
apparel, And that they were his own garments, which he 
had been uſed to wear, when compoſed, or at leſt ſuch, in 
which he could make a decent appearance, may be collected 
from his requeſt to be with Jeſus, and accompany him. This 
circumſtance may be one reaſon, why St. Mark and St. Luke, 
give an account of this one Demoniac only, though there 
were two, as St. Matthew ſays. Finally, his being a perſon 
of good condition in the city where he dwelt, might render 
him better qualified to ſpeak of this great work. Any man, 
however mean, deſerved to be attended to, when he ſpoke of 
a miracle, wrought upon himſelf, of which divers others were 
witneſſes: but a man of ſubſtance, and a reputable inhabj- 
tant of the place, might do it to better advantage, 


Ch. I. in the New Teflament, 3 


he came, when he met Jeſus. And the 
word, d., here uſed, and in St. James 
iii. 7. of taming wild beaſts, and the tongues 
of men, ſeems not improperly to expreſs the 
cure of madneſſe, and perhaps more pro- 
perly than the diſpoſſeſſion of demons. It 
might deſerve our inquiry, whether it is ne- 
ver ſo uſed by the ancients in treating of 
maniacal caſes.” 

It appears farther probable to me, that 
this man had his madneſſe by fits, or at cer- 
tain ſeaſons, with intervals of ſanity between 
them : and that when his fits were obſerved 
to be coming on, he was bound by his 
friends, (with whom he might poſſibly have 
lived in thoſe intervals,) to prevent his do- 
ing harm to himſelf, or others, and have 
him more under command. Does not St, 
Luke ſay, or mean this? vill. 29. For often- 
times, roNAO¹ bois, it bad caught him, and 
he was kept QuYeooopevc, bound with chains 
and fetters. And be brake the bands, and 
was driven of the devil into the wilderneſs, 
St, Mark ſays, he had been often bound, 
To\naxy. St. Matthew viii. 28. aſcribes to 
him this exceeding fierceneſſe only, when 
coming out of the tombs to them.” 

B 3 Hence 
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ic Hence I would farther obſerve, that we 
are under no neceſſity of allowing what we 
find affcrted, that be had lived a long time in 
this condition: and therefore was neither ca- 
pable, nor lad any epportunity of knowing any 
thing concerning Chriſt, or bis character. For 
though he had been ever ſo long a time diſ- 
ordered : if there had been any intervals, 
(and the longer had been the time, it is 
likely there had been the more :) might he 
not in ſome one or other of thoſe intervals, 
have acquired ſome knowledge of the cha- 
racter, and even of the perſon of Chriſt ? 
And hence, in his fits, eſpecially, when 
Chriſt appeared in his fight, diſcourſe and 
behave to him as he did: only allowing for 
what his diforder made him mingle there- 
with.“ 

What is farther ſaid p. 76. concerning 
the inhabitants of the neighboring town, that 
they do not ſeem to have known more of Chriſt, 
than this man, is with me alike void of pro- 
bability. For Chriſt had been teaching 
the doctrine of the kingdom, and working 
miracles a conſiderable time, and had taken 
op his reſidence at Capernaum : in which, 
and in the neighborhood thereof, he lived a 
good while, Is it credible, that all this 
a could 
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could have been, and St. Matthew iv. 24. 
(as is by our late friend obſerved p. 78.) 
had ſaid before, that his fame vent throughout 
all Syria? And yet the people of this town, 
not above perhaps 7 or 8 miles diſtant, and 
to which a boat might paſs in a night's time 
from Capernaum, had never heard and knew 
nothing of him? What ! ſpread over all 
Syria, and never reached a place within a 
few miles of him ? I allow, it is a general 
expreſſion, and muſt admit of limitation. 
But I can ſee no other ground for excepting 
this place, than the ſerving an hypotheſis.” 
Nor does the inſtance adduced p. 79. 
from Mark 1. 21, &c. prove any thing, as I 
think, to the purpoſe, for which it is brought. 
For though that was ſomething earlier in 
the miniſtry of Chriſt, than this, and he 
might be then leſs known; yet he had been 
long enough known there for that perſon to 
have heard of him. For Mark i. 1 5. he had 
begun to preach the goſpel of the kingdom 
of God, ſaying, the time is fulfled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent ye, and 
believe the goſpel : And walking by the ſea 
of Galilee, he had called firſt Simon and 
Andrew, and afterwards James, and John 
bis brother, ver. 16. , . . 20, and I ſuppoſe, 
B 4 had 
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had wrought ſome miracles. It is not im- 
poſſible, but the perſon who was cured in 
the ſynagogue of Capernaum, being left at 
his liberty, and allowed to enter there, might 
have heard of what Chriſt had done in his 
way thither : and heard, or heard of what 
he had preached after he came thither, And 
in dt. Luke iv. 31. . 37. it ſhould ſeem, 
that this perſon was cured, not upon Chriſt's 
firſt coming to Capernaum. Which en- 
largeth the time, that this man had to come 
to the knowledge of him.” 

© © There is no neceſlity therefore to ſup- 
poſe, that theſe perſons could have no know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and that it muſt not be 
they, but the devils rd in them, who 
knew him.” 

The arguing p. 82. from the mention 
made of caſting out devils, after raiſing the 
dead, in the commiſſion given by Chriſt to 
his diſciples Matt. x. 8. when he ſent them 
forth, is, I think, of no force. For there 
may be no neceſſity of ſuppoſing the expreſ- 
fion to riſe higher than the other, from it's 
being placed after it, As appears from other 
texts. Luke ix. 1. 2. Then be called bis twelve 
diſciples together, and gave them power and 
authority over all devils, and to cure dif- 


eaſes. 
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eaſes. And he ſent them to preach the king- 
dom of God, and to heal the fick. And Matt, 
x. 1. And when he bad called unto bim the 
twelve diſciples, he gave them power againſt 
unclean ſpirits, to caſt them out, and to heal 


all manner of fickneſſe, and all manner of diſ- 
eaſe. See alſo Matt. iv. 24. It may like wiſo 


be obſerved, that, if the expreſſion of caſling 
out devils be ſuppoſed to refer to real poſſeſ- 
ſions; it is not an expreſſion of greater 
power, than that of raiſing the dead. Nor 
does the fact carry in it a greater degree of 
evidence and conviction: becauſe there is 
not equal evidence to be had that a perſon 
is really poſſeſſed, as there is of a perſon's 
being really dead. And therefore it may 
be as well placed after the raiſing the dead, 
if it be interpreted of perſons mad, as if it 
be underſtood of perſons poſſeſſed. 

« May not the term owPporerra Mark v. 
15. Luke viii. 35. in his right mind, by 
which this perſon is repreſented after his 
cure, as it is uſed both by ſacred and pro- 
fane writers in oppoſition to madneſſe, af- 
ford ſome countenance to this interpreta- 

tion ? ” 

So far my good friend. 


One 
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One of my arguments againſt real poſleſ- 
fions ( was taken © from the manner, in 
which the perſons, ſaid to have unclean ſpi- 
rits, ſpeak of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

« For ſuch perſons did often bear an ho- 
norable teſtimonie to our Lord. So Mark i. 
24, Luke iv. 41, But it is incredible, that 
Satan, or any other evil ſpirits, under his 
influence and direction, ſhould freely and 
chearfully bear witneſſe to our Lord, as the 


Chriſt.” 
“Indeed, this appears to me a very for- 


cible argument. I have been ſometimes apt 


to think, that this conſideration has been 
overlooked by learned and pious men, who 
have ſo readily admitted real poffeſſions.” 

So I ſaid, But Dr. Ward is not at all 
moved by that conſideration. He even 
thinks the teſtimonie of demons to our 
Lord, to have been of ſome value, and of 
uſe, eſpecially for encouraging the diſciples, 

Diff. p. 81. And as to the caſe of theſe 
demoniacs among the Gergeſens, there ſeems 
to have been the greateſt propriety at that 
time, not only for his permitting the devils 
to confeſs him to be be ſon of Gad, but like- 


wiſe 


(.) The Caſe of the Demoniacs, mentioned in the N. T. 5. 79. 80. 
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fuch confeſſions, when few were preſent, But 


Ch. I. in the New Teſtament. TT 
wiſe to worſhip him. For it does not ap : 
pear, that any other perſons were then pre- 
ſent, but Chriſt himſelf, and bis diſciples, 
except the demoniacs. And this was. not 
long before he ſent forth his diſciples both 
to preach, and allo to heal the fick, . . to raiſe 
the dead, and caſt out devils. Mat. x. 7. 8. 
Therefore what could be more proper, or 
give them higher encouragement to hope 
for ſucceſs in their work, than to ſee the 
devils thus ſubjett to their maſter, and pay» 
ing homage to him.” 

But, fit, it is not at all likely, that our 
Lord ſhould accept the teſtimonie of de- 
mons in private, if he did not receive it 
in public. How he checked, and diſal- 
lowed the confeſſions of perſons under theſe 
diſorders, may be ſeen Mark i. 23. . 26. 
and Luke iv. 33. . . 35. Dr. W. ſuppaſeth 
that there was great propriety in permitiing 


I am not able to diſcern that propriety. 
Secondly, there were athers then preſent 
with our Lord, beſide the diſciples, and 
the demoniacs. For St. Matthew ſays viii. 
28. And when he was come to the ather fide 
into the countrey of the Gergeſeus, there met 
bem tuo poſſeſſed with devils, coming aut of the 
tombs, 


— — — 
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fombs, exceeding fierce. St. Mark v. 1. 2. And 
they came over unto the other fide of the ſea... 
And when he was come out of the ſhip, imme- 
diatly there met bim out of the tombs a man 
with an unclean ſpirit, Luke viii. 27, And 
when he. went forth to land, there met bim out 
of the city à certain man, which had devils 
long time, and wore no cloths, 

The place of the preſent abode of theſe 
demoniacs was on the ſea- coaſt. When 
they ſaw our Saviour and the diſciples come 


on ſhore, they immediatly came toward 
them. Nor can there be any doubt made, 


that the ſailors alſo, in whoſe ſhip our Sa- 
viour and his diſciples had arrived, came 
aſhore with them, or preſently after. The 


appearance of ſuch objects could not but 


excite. their curioſity. Moreover, in the 


voyage from the other {ide there had hap- 


pened a great ſtorm, which our Lord com- 
poſed by his word. And the men of the 
ſhip, as well as the diſciples, marvelled 


greatly, or were exceedingly ſurpriſed, jay- 


ing: What manner of man is this, that even 
the winds and the ſca obey him ! Matt. viii. 27, 
Nor were theſe men now firſt acquainted 
with our Lord. Before this they had heard 
him * and may have ſeen ſonie other 

miracles 
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miracles done by him. Beſides, as we are 
aſſured by St. Mark, upon our Lord's ſaying 
in the evening, Let us paſs over to the other 
fide, he not only ſet out himſelf in the ſhip, 
where he had been preaching : but there 
were alſo ſeveral other little ſhips, filled, it is 
likely with men, who had attended on his 
diſcourſes in the day-time. Theſe knew, 
he was going to the other fide of the lake: 
and would be there, as ſoon as he, or be- 
fore. In ſhort, our Lord was now, as it 
were, in the height of his miniſtrie. And 
we know from the Evangeliſts, that before 
this time, he was followed with uncommon 
zeal by multitudes wherever he went, even 
into deſert places. As is ſhewn Mark i. 
45. and Luke iv. 42. 43. So that before 
this man, or theſe men, worſhiped our 
Lord, or acknowledged him to be the Son 
of God, many people muſt have been ga- 
thered together. 


P. 75. For proving, that this uhappy per- 
ſon was not barely diſtracted, our author 
ſays : © Beſides, it is plain, that he could 
not be appriſed of his coming at that time, 
for the ſhip ſailed over from the other fide, 
in the night, And ſo ſoon as Chriſt came 

aſhore, 
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aſhore, and the man ſaw him at a diſtance, 
he ran to him, and worſhiped him.” 

But there is not ſufficient preciſion in that 
propoſition. Two things are joyned toge- 
ther, which ought to be ſeparated. When 
our Lord, and his diſciples, (let me now 
add,) and other people, landed, he came to- 
ward them. And from the reſpect (hewn 
to our Lord by the diſciples, and by all the 
companie, he diſcerned him to be the prin- 
cipal perſon. But he did not worſhip our 


Lord, nor confeſs him to be the Chriſt, 


untill after ſome diſcourſe. As appears from 
the hiſtorie. 

Matt. viii. 28. 29. already cited. And ben 
be was come to the other fide, into the countrey 
of the Gergeſens, there met him two poſſeſſed 
with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding 
ferce. . And, behold, they cried out, ſaying : 
What have we to do with thee, Jeſus, thou Son 
of God ? 

But let us compare the other Evangeliſt. 
Mark v. 2. And when be was come out of the 
p, immediatly there met him out of the 
torts a man with an unclean ſpirit. . . . ver. 
6. . 8. And when be faw Feſts ver of. be 
ran, and worſhiped him. And cried with a 


— and ſuit : What baue I to do with 
thee, 
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thee, Jeſus, thou Son of God. I adjure thee, 

that thou torment me not. For he had ſaid 

unto bim: Come out of him thou unclean 
ri, 

And Luke vii. 26. . 29. And when be 
went forth to land, there met him out of the 
city à certain man, which had devils long 
time. . . M ben he ſaw Teſus, he cried out, 
and fell down before him, and with a loud 
voice ſaid : What have I to do with thee, 
Jeſus, thou Son of God Mt High. I befeech 
thee, torment me not. For be had commanded 
the unclean ſpirit to come out of him. 
According to all the Evangeliſts there- 
fore, this demoniac, or theſe two demoniacs, 
acknowledged Jeſus to be the Son of Gad. 
But from St. Mark and St. Luke it appears, 
that this was not done, untill after our Lord 
had ſome diſcourſe with him. From 
that diſcourſe, and from the general intelli- 
gence, which he had before received con- 
cerning Jeſus, in the intervals of his diſorder, 
he was enabled, and diſpoſed, to ſpeak of 
him, as he did. 

St. Mark alone expreſſly ſays, that the 
man, of whom he ſpeaks, worſbiped Chriſt. 
But the ſame thing is ſaid by St. Luke in 
another phraſe, he fell down before him. And 

it 
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it is implied in what is atteſted by all the 
Evang-liſts, that he acknowledged Jeſus to 
be the Son of God. So, in the hiſtorie of 
the man born blind, whom our Lord had 
healed. John ix. 35. . . 38. Jeſus beard, 
that they bad caſt him out. And when be 
bad found him, he ſaid : Doft thou believe on 
the Son of God? He anſwered, and ſaid : 
Who is be, Lord, that I might believe on lim? 
And Jeſus ſaid unto bim: Thou haſt both 
ſeen him, and it is be that talketh with thee. 
And be ſaid : Lord, I believe. And be wor- 
ſhiped bim. So likewiſe, after our Lord's 
aſcenſion. Matt, xxviii. 17. And when they 


ſau bim, they worſhiped bim. 


I have no intention to add any new ar- 
guments concerning the caſe of the demo- 
niacs, mentioned in the New Teſtament. 
I relye upon thoſe, which were formerly 
alleged. And let every one judge, as he 
ſees beſt. But I would take this opportu- 
nity to propoſe ſome obſervations upon the 
hiſtorie of the cure of the two unhappy men 
in the countrey of the Gadarens, which have 


not been yet mentioned, 


In 
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In accounting for the loſſe of the ſwine 
ſeveral things are ſaid at p. 101. and 102. 
The diſtraction, under which, the man 
called Legion, had labored, was very griev- 
ous. He was a hideous form, and his ac- 
tion was very violent. When he had con- 
ceived the thought of gratifying the evil 
ſpirits, by which he imagined himſelf to be 
poſſeſſed, with the deſtruction of the ſwine, 
he would without much difficulty drive 
them off the precipice. If ſome few of 
them were put in motion, the whole herd 
would follow, 

I would now ſay more dillinctiy, that 
the loſſe of the ſwine was occaſioned by a 
fright. When our bleſſed Lord ſaid, Go, 
as in St. Matthew: or be gave them leave, or 
be ſuffered them, as in the other Evangeliſts: 
Ithink, that one, or both the demoniacs went 
haſtily toward the ſwine. And by ſome 
noiſe, or action, a few of them were af- 
frighted, Which fright was immediatly 
communicated to the reſt, whereupon the 
whole herd went off with great violence. 
And the way being ſteep, and leading to 
the lake, they all periſhed in the water, 
This is eaſie to be apprehended. 


C There 
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There are very few, who have not been 
witneſſes to ſomething like this in the horſe: 
who takes fright at very flight things, one 
knows not what ſometimes : though at other 
times, from manifeſt cauſes. Whenever it 
happens, he runs away, with great violence, 
to his own perdition, and the great hazard, 
and oftentimes the great detriment of (c) 
others. And, if there are ſeveral together, 
the whole ſet, or team, becomes ungovern- 
able. This is certajn, and well known to 
almoſt every body. 

I have alſo obſerved in our fields near 
London, where have been many horſes 
grazing, if one is frightened, all the reſt are 
alarmed. The ſame is ſeen in our fields, 
where are large herds of horned catthe, If 
one is diſturbed by the barking of a dog, or 
the ſport of idle boys, or any other odd occur- 

rence ; 


(e) On Monday [May . ] as J... H.. Eſq; was coming 
to town from his houſe at Carſhalton in Surry, in his poſt- 
chaiſe, the horſes took fright, juſt by Newington Church, 
and ran with ſuch violence againſt a waggon, paſſing through 
the tarn-pike, that one of the horſes was killed on the ſpot, 
and the other ſo much bruiſed, that he died.in an hour after- 
wards, and the chaiſe was almoſt torn to pieces. But happily 


the Gentleman received no. hurt, and the driver was but 
llightly bruiſed,” 


The General Evening Pai. Tharſday, May 10, 1759. 
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rence; all the reſt, to the utmoſt bounds of 
the encloſure, are alarmed, and put in mo- 
tion. The ſame is likewiſe well known of 
flocks of ſheep, and floeks of geeſe, and 
ſparrows. If one of the flock takes fright, 
all the reſt haſten away in the ſame direc- 
tion. I believe this to be true of all animals, 
that are gregarious: as were theſe ſwine, 
a large herd, feeding by each other. If one 
or two of them took fright, and tended to- 
ward the lake; all the reſt, without excep- 
tion, would go off the ſame way, with the 
utmoſt precipitation. 


By all the three Evangeliſts we are aſſured, 
that after the loſſe of the ſwine, and the cure 
of the demoniacs, the Gadarens beſought 
our Lord, that he would depart out of their 
coaſts, This I have twice, that is, at p. 19. 
and 32. aſcribed to the carnal temper of 
theſe people : that being apprehenſive of ſuffer- 
ing in their worldly intereſts, inſtead of en- 
treating Jeſus to ſlay with them, a while at 
leſt, they joyned together with much unani- 
mity, in beſeeching him to depart out of their 
coaſts. 

Nor do I now ſay, that a ſenſual temper 
of mind had no influence on them, for 
producing that requeſt. Nevertheleſs, per- 

C 2 haps, 
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haps, that alone was not the whole cauſe. I 
therefore would add, as follows. 

It is obſervable from divers inſtances in 
the old Teſtament, that ſpecial and extraor- 
dinary manifeſtations of the Divine Preſence 
were generally awful and affecting to the men, 
to whom they were made, though the meſ- 
ſage was gracious. I refer not only to 
Ex. xx. 19. But alſo to ch, xxxiv. 30. and 
Judg. vi. 22. and xiii. 22, See likewiſe Ex. 
XXX111, 20, 

There are like inſtances in the New Teſta- 
ment. How comfortable the tidings! Luke 
ii. 8. . 15. Yet it is ſaid of the ſhepherds 
ver. 9. and they were ſore afraid. And Luke 
v. 8.. 10. when Simon Peter ſaw it, be fell 
down at Jeſus knees, ſaying : Depart from 
me, for I am a ſinful man, o Lord. For be 
was aſtoniſhed, and ail that were with him, 
at the draught of the fiſhes, which they had 
taken. And fo were alſo James, and John, 


the ſons of Zebegee . . . And Teſus ſaid unto 
Simon: Fear not, henceforth thou ſhalt catch 


men. Upon another occaſion, Mark iv. 41. 
And they feared exceedingly, and ſaid one to 
another : I hat manner of man is this, that 
even the wind and the fea obey him ! Compare 
Luke viii. 25. And on the mount, Matt. 

XVII, 
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Xvii. 6, 7. And when the diſciples heard it, 
they fell on their face, and were ſore afraid. 
Compare Mark ix. 6, and Luke ix. 34. 

Let us now obſerve what is ſaid of the 
Gadarens. Mar. v. 15. And they (meaning 
the people of the neighboring town and 
countrey) come to Jeſus, and ſee him that 
was poſſeſſed with the devil, and had the legion, 

fitting, and clothed, and in bis right mind. 
And they were afraid. To the like purpoſe 
exactly in Luke viii. 35. And at ver. 37. 
it is ſaid : Then the whole multitude of the 
countrey of the Gadarens round about beſought 
him to - depart from them, For they were 
taken with great fear, 

If Peter deſired our Lord o depart from 
him, becauſe he was a ſinful man. If he, 
and the reſt, were at other times ſo aſto- 
niſhed that they knew not what to ſay, nor 
what to think of themſelves : though all the 
great works, which they had ſeen performed 
by him, were healing and beneficial : well 
might the people of this countrey be ſtruck 
with awe at the ſight of the man called 
Legion, /itting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind. For it was a work of Divine Power, 
and a token of the Divine Preſence, And, 
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very probably, they thought themſelves un- 
qualified for the reſidence of ſo great and 
holy a perſon among them, 

At their requeſt our Lord departed, and 
took ſhip, and returned to the place, whence 
he had come: well knowing, that many 
there were in earneſt expectation of him. 

But though our Lord himſelf ſtaid no 
longer with the Gadarens, he left there the 
man, whom he had cured, He prayed, 
that be might be with bim. However Jeſus 
ſuffered bim not, But ſaith unto him: 
Go home to thy friends, and tell them, how 
great things the Lord hath done for thee. 
And he departed, and began to publiſh in 
Decapolis, how great things Jeſus bad done 
for him. And all men did marvel, And 
it is not an unreaſonable, nor an improbable 
ſuppoſition, that ſome of that countrey did 
afterwards come over into Galilee, or Judea, 
to fee Jeſus, that they might receive benefit 
from his great wiſdom, or great power. 


Cafe of the Demoniacs. p. 100. l. 9, .. 12, 
Hoſpitals for the relief and cure of ſuch as 
labor under this, and other grievous diſtem- 
pers, may be ſaid to be a Chriſtian inſtitution, 
"7 *., _— 
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There ſhould have been, in the margin, 
a reference to the Biſhop of Oxford, now 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, his ſermon 
preached before the Governours of the 


London Hoſpital, in the year 1754. p. 


8. 11. 
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28. AP; 1k 


AGE 106. Diff. xxviii. Who thoſe Greeks 

were, who aefired to ſee Feſus? And 
whether they were admitted? John xii. 
20, 21. 

Dr. Ward well obſerves at p. 107. The 
greater part of Syria was in our Saviour's 
time called Greece by the Jews. Hence, 
when he was in the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon, and a woman beſought him to caſt 
the evil ſpirit out of her daughter, ſhe is 
called a Greek, a Hropbenician by nation. 
Mark vii. 26,. Arid theſe Greeks, who were 
defirous to ſee Jeſus, were, probably, of the 
fame nation, and known to Philip, who is 
here ſaid to have been of Bethſaida of Ga- 
bile.” N 

The ſame obſervation is in Grotius (a) 
upon this text. And I had occaſion ſome 
while ago, in conſidering another text, to 

ſay ; 

(a) Videntur autem hi Gentiles fuiſſe Syrophenices. Nam 

alilbi notavimus, Marci vii. 26. ExAnvid's vocari, quae aliis 

eſt Syrophoeniſta. Et his ob vicinitatem facilior notitia cum 

Galilaeis Bethſaidenſibus, quod illi forte in partes Tyri et 
Sidonis excurrebant. Grot. ad Fob, xii, 20. 


Who are the Greeks. Jobn xii. 25 


ſay: It (b) was common with all authors 
about that time, to call the people, who 
inhabited the cities of Aſia, and n 
Greeks.” 

Our author ſays, p. 107. They ſeem to 
have been proſelytes, as they are reckoned 
among thoſe, «who came up to Feruſalem to 
worſhip at the feaſts.” 13 
Which expreſſion is ambiguous. For, 
as many learned men, of our time, ſay, 
there were two ſorts of proſelytes, ſome 
called proſelytes of the hate, others proſelytes 
of righteouſneſſe ; Dr. W. . . may mean the 
former, as do Whitby, and Hammond. I 
know nothing of that ſort of halt-proſelytes. 
I think, (c) there were not any ſuch men in 
any part of the world, in the times of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles. 

That theſe men were not proſelytes, or 
men circumciſed after the manner of the 
Jews, appears to me very probable. . For 
all proſelytes were entitled to the ſame reli- 
gious privileges with native Jews, or the de- 
ſcendents of Abraham and Jacob. Such 

there- 


65. See the Supplement to the Credibility, &c, Vol. 2. 5. 66. in 
the notes. 


(<) See the ſame Supplement, Vol. 3. p. 129. . 150. 
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therefore, as it ſeems, might have had free 
acceſſe to Chriſt at the temple, The mo- 
deſtie of theſe perſons may make us think 
of the centurion, who, when he entreated 
our Lord to heal his fick fervant, that was 
dear to him, and our Lord was going to- 
ward his houſe with ſome Elders of the 
Jews, who alſo joyned in the ſame requeſt ; 
he ſent friends unto him, ſaying, not only, 
that he was not worthie that Jeſus ſhould enter 
under bis roof : but likewiſe, that neither 
thought be himſelf worthie to come unto bim. 
Luke vii. 1 . . 8. Moreover Philip himſelf 
ſeems to have heſitated about the propriety 


of the requeſt of theſe perſons. For he 


allo conſulted Andrew, before he made 
the propoſal to our Lord. So is the hiſtorie. 
And there were certain Greeks among them, 
who came up to worſhip at the feaſt, The 


fame came to Philip, who was of Bethſaida 


in Galilee, and defired him, ſaying : Sir, we 


| would ſee Feſus: Philip cometh, and tellerb 


Andrew. And 2 Andreu and Fbilip 


told Jeſus. 


Their requeſt, to ſee Jeſus, I imagine, 


implied a deſire to have acceſſe to his per- 


ſon, and to have ſome converſation with 
him. Which 188151 | think, was granted. 
* Sup- 


Who were the Greeks. Jolu xl, 27 
| | Suppoſing theſe men to have been uncircum- 

ciſed Gentils, it was a favour, and a condeſ- 
cenſion, according to the Jewiſh maxims, 
But the woman, who was of the ſame 
countrey, and is alſo called a Greek, came 
near to our Lord, and ſpoke to him ſeveral 
times, and he to her, and at length very 
comfortably, and healed her daughter. 
Matt. xv. 2 1. 28. Mark vii. If our Lord 
yielded ſo far to the importunity of that 
woman, why might he not alſo grant the 
requeſt of theſe Greeks, though Gentils. 
It is manifeſt, that ſne was no better. For 
our Lord ſaid to her: Let the children firſt 
be filled. It is not meet to take the childrens 
bread, and caſt it unto the dogs. 

The ſequel of the hiſtorie confirms this 
ſuppoſition. In the hearing of thele perſons, 
or ſoon after they were gone, our Lord 
made uſe of theſe expreſſions. ver. 23. 
And Jeſus anſwered them, ſaying : The hour 
is come, that the ſon of man ſhall be glorified, 
that is, by the faith of the Gentils, though 
many of the Jewiſh people rejected him. 
And afterwards, as ver. 32. And 1, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me, The coming of theſe perſons 


therefore was very acceptable to our Lord. 
And 
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And he thereupon pleaſeth himſelf with the ; | 
proſpect of the ſpeedie and extenſive pro- 
greſſe of his docttine. So after the pro- 
feſſion made by the forementioned centurion, 
of faith in our Lord's power, to heal his ſer- 
vant at a diſtance, he ſaid to them that fol- 
lowed : I have not found ſo great faith, no 
not in Iſrael. And J ſay unto you, that 
many ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt, and 
fit down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven, and what there follows. 
Matt. viii. 10. . 12. | ; 

That the Greeks here ſpoken of were 
| Gentils, was the opinion of the ancient ? 
writers of the Church, as (d) Epiphanius, ; 
(e)Chryſoſtom, (f) Theophyla&, (g) Theo- | 
dore of Mopſueſtia, (5) Jerome, and others: 
who never were perplexed with the notion 
of two ſorts of proſelytes, which has gained 
ſo much credit among learned Chriſtians 
of late times. ; 

And we are likewiſe aſſured by Joſephus, | 
that (i) Gentils, or ſuch as were aliens, were 


wont 'Þ 

(4) Haer, 30. num, æxwvii. "3 

(e) In Job. ham, 66. al. 65. n. 3. p. 390. Tom. 8. 
AI lboc. 
g Apud Catelerii Caten. Patr. in Fo. p. 309. 

Ad Rufin. T. 2. p. 217. al. ep. 131. « 
(i) a dt rei, dMAQUAUS, 300 Kath Denoreay TAINT AN. 

De B. J. l. 6. cap. ix. 3. 
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wont to come to Jeruſalem, to worſhip there 
at the time of the Jewiſh feſtivals. Though 
uncircumciſed men might not eat the paſs- 
over, nor offer ſacrifices at the temple, they 
might pray there. And when our Lord 
cleanſed the temple, and drove the buyers 
and ſellers, with their merchandiſe, from 
the outer court, he reminded them that it 
was written, that God's bouſe ſhould be called 


an bouſe of prayer for all people. Iſ. Ivi. 7. 
Matt. xxi, 13. Mark xi. 17. Luke xix. 46. 


CHAP. 


30 That St. Joln computed the bours of the day 
GAR HE 


AGE 125. Diſs. xxxii. How to recon- 

1 cile St. Jobns account concerning the 
time of our Saviour crucifixion with that of 
the three other evangeliſts. 

St John writes ch. xix. 13, 14. her 
Pilate therefore heard that ſaying, be brought 
Feſus forth, and ſat inthe judgment: ſeat. . . And 
it was the preparation of the paſſover, and 
about the fixth hour. And he ſaith unto the 
Fews : Behold your King. St. Mark fays : 
XV. 25. And it was the third bour, and 
they crucified him. 

For reconciling theſe accounts our learned 
author ſays, p. 127, 128.“ And about fix in 
the morning Pilate brought him forth to 
the Jews, and ſaid: Behold your King. This 
is the time which John refers to, and calls 
the Harth hour, that is, of the civi day. The 
three following hours were employed in pre- 
paring for his crucifixion, and that of the 
two robbers, and carrying them to the 
place without the city. At the concluſion 
of thoſe three hours he was crucified, 
Which Mark calls the third hour, that is, of 

the 


after the Fewiſh manner. 31 
the natural day. And by the ſame reckon- 
ing muſt be underſtood the ſixth hour, at 
which the darkneſs commenced : hou * 
the ninth hour, when, he expired: 
lated by all the Evangeliſts, except lob: : 
who has uſed the Roman way of reckoning 
in ſome other places alſo. as ch, i. 39. iv. 6. 

and xx, 19. And it is not improbable, that 
he writing fo late might chooſe that way of 
reckoning the hours of the day, which was 
cuſtomary among the Romans : as the others 
had followed that, which was practiſed by 
the Jews.” 

To me it ſeems, that St. John reckons 
the hours of the day, as the other Evangeliſts 
do, according to the cuſtom of the Jews. 
Nor do I comprebend, how any hiſtorian 
could write intelligibly of tranſactions in 
Judea, without obſerving the Jewiſh cuſtom, 
unleſs he gives particular notice of it, 

In the hiſtorie of the nobleman of Caper- 
naum, who came to Jeſus, beſeeching bim to 
come down, and beal his ſon, it is ſaid, John 
iv. 51, 52. And as he was going down, bis 
ſervants met bim, and told him, ſaying : Thy 
ſon liveth, Then inquired he of them, the 
bour, when he began to amend. And they 
ſaid unto bim: Yeſterday, about the ſeventh 
. * 
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hour, the fever left bim. Theſe: perſons 
muſt be ſuppoſed to ſpeak according to the 
ordinarie cuſtom of the countrey, in which 
they lived. And by. the ſeventh hour muſt 
be meant about one of the clock afternoon, 
according to our computation. . 

And in ch. xi. 9. Our Saviour himſelf 
fays, very agreeably to the Jewiſh manner : 
Are there not twelve hours in the day? But! 
do not inſiſt upon this, as deciſive, becauſe 
the Romans, and others, might expreſs 
themſelves in the like manner, meaning the 
natural day. 

John iv. 5.6. Then cometh Feſus unto a 
city, called Sychar . . . Now Jacob's well was 
there. Jeſus therefore being vearied with 
his journey ſat thus on the well. And it 


was about the fixth hour: that is, ſays Whitby, 


© about noon.” So it is generally (a) under- 
ſtood, and very righty, as I apprehend. 
So ſays (5) Cyril of Alexandria, not 


very far below the begining of the fifth cen- 
turie, 


(a] Vid. ſupr. cap. i. 39. Cauſſam ſitis oſtendit, quia et 
multum i itineris fecerat, et jam erat meridies. Grot. in ver. 6. 
Quia, inquit, laſſus erat de via, et — — maxi- 
mus videlicet diei aeſtus. Bex. in loc. 
5) Evagogues £71 Th Ty" K&TEAVAITR eẽle⸗ hs "Y 


Haie yep dxpairordrln dad pious did Tois ent Ths ys 
| 20¹ 


Ch. III. after the Feuiſb manner. 33 
turie, in his comment upon this text. Whom 
I tranferibe in the margin. And in like man- 
ner Iſaac, ſurnamed the Great, who flouriſh- 
ed about the midle of the ſame centurie, 
Among his works Dr. Aſſeman reckons five 
Sermons concerning the Samaritan woman. 
The firſt of which begins in this (c) manner. 
« At the ſixth hour, when the day was 
« grown hot, our Saviour came to the 
„ well.” | 
- I think, this muſt be right. For I do not 
Ng how thoſe ancient writers, who lived 
not very remote from Judea, could be mif- 
taken. | 
Joſephus dwelt at Rome, and wrote after 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Nevertheleſs 
he alſo computes the hours in the ſame way. 
Giving an account of an aſſemblie at Taricheas 
in Galilee, in a proſeucha, or oratorie, he 
fays: © There (4) certainly would have 
been a great diſturbance, if the aſſemblie 
D * had 
Thy dtrina MN νε. V rparis v gi,ju nav 
ves Cobalts, T3 win br1 Tphow: CHIC en d ag iHνE˖. x. A 
+. H. in Joan. T. 4. p. 179. 
(e) Primus fic incipit. Hors ſextà, quum dies incaluiſſet, 
venit ad puteum Dominus. Af. en. Bib, Or. T. i. p.232. p.79. 
(4) Kat Terra; d & sden *yomoay, ' wh v o brod av 
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had not been diſſolved by the approach of 


the ſixth hour, at which time we are wont 
to go to dinner on the ſabbaths.” And he 
aſſures us, That (e) the prieſts at thet tem- 
ple were employed in killing paſchal lambs 
from the ninth hour to the eleventh.” _ 
John i. 35. . 39. Again; the next day 
after Fobn cd and tuo of his diſciples. And 
"fooking upon Jeſus, as be walked, be ſaith: Be- 
bold the lamb of God. And the two diſcaples 
beard bim Jpeak. And they followed Yeſus. . . 
And they, /aid td him: Rabbi, where dwell;f 
tbou ? He ſaith unto'them : Come, and ſee. 
They came, and ſaw where be dwelt, and 
WA with him that” day. For it was about 
the tenth hour. Or, as is ſaid, in the margin 
of ſome of our Bibles, * two hours be- 
fore night.“ Which explication is very 
reaſonable, and obvious. The connexion 
leads us to think, that the day was declining, 
when theſe diſciples went to the houſe, 
where Jeſus dwelt. Nor is there any conſi- 
deration, that ſhould induce us to think of 
our ten in the forenoon. For inquiſitive, 
attentive, and well-diſpoſed men, as theſe 
were, might learn a great deal in the ſpace 
. ud iv Douot Ab ad ins Sas hge ind exdrns. 
De B. J. I. G. ix. 3. 18 


ch. ul. after the Jewiſh manner. 35 
of two hours converſation with ſo excellent 
a maſter as they now applied to. 

There ſtill remains one text more to be 
conſidered. John xx. 19. Then the ſame day 
at evening, being the firſt day of the week 

when the doors were ſhut, where the diſct ples 
were aſſembled, for fear of the Jeus, canie 
Jeſus, and flood in the midſt, and ſaith unto 
them: Peace be unto you. 

As our author here particularly refers to 
Dr. Benſon, I muſt obſerve what he ſays: 
% We 2 have yet a more evident proof, 
that St. John bol owed. the Roman method 
of reckoning the hours of the day. For 
ſpeaking of that very day, on which our 
bleſſed Lord aroſe from the dead, he firſt 
mentions his appearing to Mary Magdalen. 
And then intimates, that he appeared to 
other of his diſciples, that fame day. But 
his words are very remarkable. The ſame 
day, ben it was evening, being the firſt day 
of the week : and the diſciples had bolted the 
doors for fear of the Jews : Then came Jeſus, 
and flood in tbe midſt "of them." &c, Now, 
no Jew would have uſed that language. No! 
When the evening. was come, they would 

D 2 have 

(f) See the Hiſtory of the firſt planting the Chriſtian Religion, 

2. ed. App. n. iv. p. 52.53- 
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have called it the ſecond day of the week. St, 
John therefore, in this place, hath, in effect, 
(though not in expreſs words,) told his 
attentive readers, that he has followed the 
Roman computation of the hours of the 
day, For, according to that, it was till 
the firſt day of the week, and the ſame 
day, on which our Lord aroſe : notwith- 
ſtanding the ſun was ſet, and the evening 
come. And the Jews would, unqueſtionably, 
have reckoned it tbe ſecond day of the week.” 

This whole argument, as every one ſees, 


depends upon the ſuppoſition, that this ap- 


pearance of our Lord to his diſciples was 
after ſun-ſet, and perhaps late in the night: 
as (g) Grotius, and ſome others have thought. 
But other learned men are rather of opinion, 
that (Y) our Lord now ſhewed himſelf to 
his diſciples by day-light. Nor is it ſaid, 
that the doors had been ſhut by the diſci- 
ples, becauſe it was night, but for fear of 
the Jews, 

This 

(2) Jam multi nocte. Grat. in Jo. xx. 19. 

) Exiſtente veſpera, et quidem ſatis ſera, januis elauſis. 
Quod licet a pleriſque conſideretur, ut fignum provectae noctis, 
nobis tamen minime ita videtur, Circumſtantiis enim omni-. 
bus rite perpenſis, videtur concludendum eſſe, quod adhuc 


ante ſextam veſpertinam haec apparitio diſcipulis contigerit, 
Lampe in Job. loc. T. 3. p. 685. Et conſer. Wolf. in lic. 
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This appearance of our Lord was not 
made, until after the return of the two, 
that had been at Emmaus. And it will be 
of great uſe to us to attend to that biſtorie, 
as it ſtands in St. Luke's Goſpel, ch. xxiv. 
13 - . - 30, 

And behold, two of them went that ſame 
day to à village, called Emmaus, which was 
from TFeruſalem about threeſcore furlongs. 
And they talked together of all thoſe things, 
which had happened. Whilſt they communed 
together, and reaſoned, Jeſus drew near, and 
went with them. ... And they drew nigh unto 
the village, bi ther they were going. And 
be made, as though he would have gone farther. 
But they conſtrained bim, ſaying: Abide 
with us. For it is toward evening, and the 
day is far ſpent. And he went in to tatry 
with them. And it came to paſs, as he ſat at 
meat with them : [or, as he was ſitting down 
to table with them ;] he took bread, and 
bleſſed it, and brake unto them. And thar 
eyes were opened, and they knew him, And 
he vaniſhed out of their fight. that is, he 
retired, and went away. And they roſe up 
the ſame hour, aud returned 10 TJerujalem, 
and found the eleven gathered together, and 


them that were with them, . . And they told 
D 3 what 
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what things were done in the way, and how be 
was known unto them in breaking of bread. . 


And ' as they thus ſpake, Jeſus himſelf flood in, 


» # « 


When they entreated Jeſus to abide with 
them, they ſaid: It is toward evening, and 
the day is far. ſpent, or has already. begun, 
to decline. ors Tos erb £56, c KEKAGKED. 
nucez. It was paſt noon, and might. be 
near our. three afternoon, As they were. 
ſitting down, to eat, looking more directly 
at Jeſus, than they had yet done, they knew, 
him. Our Lord thereupon retired, and 
they haſtened to the diſciples, Emmaus. 
was about a two hours walk from jeruſa- 
lem. They might get thither more than an 
hour before ſun-ſet. Soon after our Lord 
came in. He might have been there be. 
fore them. But he was willing, that the 
diſciples, and they that were with them, 
li ſhould be prepared for his appearing among 
ft them by the teſtimonie of theſe two, added 
to the teſtimonies of Peter, and the women, 
who had already ſeen him. 

All this may be confirmed by the hiſtorie 
of the miracle of the five. loaves and five 
thouſand. Matt. xiv, 1 5. And when it was. 

evening 
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evening, bis diſciples came unto bim, Jaying : 
This 1s a deſert place, and the time is now, paſt. 
Mark vi. 3 5. And when the 2 Was now Jo 
This, is 4 deſert place, and, now "the time is 
far palſed. Says Mr. Macknight (i) in his 
ipſtructive and edifying account of this mira- 
hy * the five thouſand men, belide women 

nd children, were all fed with ſuch expe- 
dition that though the thing was not ſo 
much as propoſed to the diſciples, till about 
three, all was over by five of the clock i in 
the afternoon.” 

1 have endeavored t- to ew, that St. Jobn 
followed the Jewiſh computation of the 
hours of the day. Iam not now concerned 
to reconcile him with the other Evangeliſts, 
Solutions of this difficulty may be found 
in (5 editors, and commentators. Some 
think, that St. John' 8 original number was 
the third hour, as in St. Mark: and that his 
number has been ſince altered. Others 
propoſe different ſolutions. But fo far as I 
am able to judge, a ſolution, depending 

D 4 upon 
(i) See his Harmonie of the Goſpels. Sed. 60. 5. 173. 


(k) Vid. Mill. et Wetflen. Bengel. in Criſ. et G nomon. ad Jo. 
xix. 20. Vid. es Grot. et Wolf. et Lampe in loc. et Bex. ad Mare 
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4d That Sr. Yobn rumputei the hours, &c. 
upon the ſuppoſition, that St. John followed 
the Roman computation of the boars of 
the day, is not likely to be right. 

The learned men, with whom J have 


deen arguing, think, that St. John wrote 


His Goſpel very late, not before the year of 
our Lord 97. a little before his own death. 
But that is ſaid without ground. It is more 
probable, that (I/) St. John wrote his Goſpel, 
before the deſtruction of jeruſalem, about 
the year of Chriſt 68: though not til 
alter the other three Evangeliſts, and after. 
having read their Goſpels, as all the an- 
cients teſtify. However, if he had writ 
after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; it could 
not but be very proper to obſerve the Jewiſh 
computation in ſpeaking. of things done 
among the Jews, in their own countrey, and 
before that event. 


LA See the » Supplement to the Credib, Vol. i. ch. 9. 5. ix. on Xx. 
2-391. Se. 
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AGE 141. Dif, xxxv. The manner 

of embalming dead bodies among the 
Jus, and particularly that of our Saviour. 
Here it is ſaid, p. 149, 1 50. The other 
Bvangeliſts indeed take notice, that the 
women afterwards carried ſpices to the ſepul- 
chre. For, as Joſeph and Nicodemus 
doubtleſs embalmed the body privatly, 
after it was carried from the croſs ; the wo- 
men, as 'they were not preſent, might 
know nothing of it. And conſidering the 
ſhortneſs of the time, they might imagine, 
that nothing had been done : and therefore 
were willing to do what ey could them- 
ſelves.” 
This is ſaid by our learned author, for te- 
moving a difficulty, ariſing from what is 
faid by St. John, and the other Evangeliſts. 
St. John ſays ch. xix. 38..40. not only, 
that Joſeph of Arimathea, who is alſo men- 
tioned by (a) the other Evangeliſts, beſougbt 
Pilate, that he might take the body of Jeſus, 
and that Pilate gave him leaue: but adds, 
\ There 


() Matt. xxwii. 57 . 60. Mark xv, 42 . . 45. Luke 
iii. 50. . 53. 


'1 8 Of the Manner, Ch. IV. 


There came alſo Nicodemus, which at the firſt 
came to Jeſus by night, and brought a mix- 
ture of myrrbe and albes, about an hundred 
pound werght : including, as I imagine, the 
bandages, as well as the ſpices. _ Then togk 
they the body of Jeſus, and wound it in linen 
cloths, with the ſpices, as the manner of the 
Jeu is to bury, meaning ſuch perſons, as 
were of, eminence and diſtinction. 
Nevertheleſs St, Mark ſays XVI, I, 2. 
And when, the Sabbath was paſt, Mary 
Magdalen, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bought ſweet ſpices, , that they 
might anoint bim. And very early in the morn- 
ing, the firſt day of the week, they came unto 
the fepulcbre, at the riſing, of. the ſun. See 
alſo Luke xxiii. 55, 56. and xxiv. 1. 2. 
| As our Lord's female friends prepared 
ſpices, and brought them to the ſepulchre ; 
our Author concludes, that they knew no- 
thing of what had been done by Joſeph 


and Nicodemus.  - 
But. it is manifeſt from all the Evange- 


liſts, that the women, who attended our 
Lord's crucifixion, attended alſo his inter- 
ment. St. John himſelf ſays, ch. xix. 25. 
Now there flood by the croſſe of Jeſus bis no- 
ther, and bis mother's fifter, Mary the wife 

of 
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Ch. IV. in which our Lord was embalmed. 4 3. 


of Cleophas, and Mary aner And St. 
Matthew ch. xxvii. 53 . 61. 4nd many 
women were there, beboldi ng afar off oe 
nung whom was Mary Magdalen, and Mary, 
the mother of James and Joſes, and the mo- 
ther of Zebedee's children . . . Joſeph of Arimas. 
thea... went to Pilate, and begged the body, 
of Jeſus «.. And when Joſeph bad, taken the 
body, he oropped it in a clean linen cloth, and 
laid it in his own.new. tomb, which be bad 
bewn out in the rock. And be rolled a great 
fone to the ſepulcbre, and departed, And 
there was Mary Magdalen, and the . other 
Mary, Sitting over. againſt the 1 ſpulcbre. 
And St. Mark expreſsly ſays. xv. 47. And. 
Mary Magdalen, and Mary the. mother of 
Foſes, beheld wy he was laid. See likewiſe 
ch. xvi. 1. From, which two Evan- 
geliſts, and as from Luke xxiv. 1, 2, it ap-. 
pears, that the, women knew every, thing 
concerning our Saviour's interment, to the 
placing of the ſtone at the door of the ſe- 
pulchre. But they knew nothing of the 
watch, or. guard of ſoldiers, let there aſtet- 
wards, as related Matt. XXVII, 62.. . 66. 
And St, Luke ſays, xxiil. 52. 46 that 
Joſe epb having begged the body of. Jie, tool 
it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it 

in 


in a ſepulchre that wos hewen in lone, wherein 
never man mas laid. . And the womes 
allp, which came with lim from Galilee, fal- 
lowed after, and beheld the fepulchre, and 
how the body. was laid. Or, as in Dr. 
Clarke's paraphraſe, * And the women of 
Galilee, who had ſtood at a diſtance, ſeeing 
the crucifixion, followed the body of their 
Lord, when it was taken away, and ob- 
ſerved where Joſeph laid it.” 
To imagine therefore, that thaſe women 
#new nothing of what had been done by Joſeph 
and Nicodemus, is to ſuppoſe them extreme- 
ly negligent about an object, that engaged all 
their attention, I am not for obviating, ar 
removing diftcelties, by denying any parts 


of a biſtorie, that are manifeſt, Nor do 1 


recolle& one Commentator, who has been 
of apinion, that theſe good women were 
unacquainted with the embalming of our 
Lord's body, ſo far as it had been done, 
before he was laid in the iſepulchre. 

We may conceive of the caſe in this 
manner. When Pilate, at the requeſt of 
the Jews, had given leave, that tbe legs of 
the two malgfactors might be broken, for 
haſtening their death, and that they might 
te taken away.: and when, at * 

ö 0 


Ch. IV. in which our Lord was embalmed. 4x 
of Joſeph of Arimathea, Pilate had alſo 
given leave for taking away the body of Jes; 
the crucifixion was over, and the croud 
would difperſe. And the women, who 
before had ſtood at ſome diſtance, would 
come nearer. They muſt have been ex- 
teedingly ſolicitous about the diſpoſal of the 
body of their beloved Lord, as no prepara- 
tions had been made for his burial. And 
the coming of Joſeph and Nicodemus, with 
their attendents, bringing a fine linen cloth, 
and rollers or bandages, and myrrhe and 
aloes, muſt have afforded them much ſatisfac- 
tion. When the body was taken down from 
the crofle, they would follow thoſe, who 
carried it away. Nor would they loſe fight of 
the body, or at leſt of thoſe who took care 
of it, They were not now agents, bat 
ſpectators, or ſtanders-by. But they would 
be as near to thoſe, who were employed 
in embalming the body, or in ſwathing it 
with rollers, as they could be, without in- 
terrupting them. And it may be well ſap- 
pofed, that Joſeph and Nicodemus, and 
their attendents, whether their own ſer- 
vants, or perfumers and apothecaries, would 
be civil to them, and not beat all offended at 
the reſpect, which they ſhewed to Jeſus. _ 
Where 
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Where the precious body was waſhed 
from the bloud of the wounds, and em- 
balmed, and wrapped up in: the rollers, 
may not be eaſie for us to ſay: whether 
in a ſhed, or lodge of the garden, or in 
the ſepulchre itſelf, or before the door, at 
the entrance of it. But this laſt ſeems to 
me as likely, as any. Wherever it was 
done, the women were near the place, and 
faw, or at leſt knew, what was done. 
They ſat over again/! the ſepulchre, and ſau 
where, and bow the body was laid: and that 
a great ſtone was rolled at the door of it. 
After which they went away. And when 
the Sabbath was over, they bought ſpices, 
and came with them to the ſepulchre early 
on the firſt day of the week. The reaſon 
of their ſo doing is differently aſſigned by 
learned commentators. 

Grotius (6) and Beza (e) were of opinion, 
that our Lord's doay was not anointed, or 

70 | 300 | -embalmed : 

(0 Cum aromatibus.] Nbn unxerunt, ob temporis anguſtias, 
ſed aromata appoſuerunt, uncturi primo commodo tempore. 
Grot. in Jo. æix. 40. 

(e) Non eſt tamen pollinAiin Chriſti cadarer, mulieribus 
alioqui non acceſſuris poſt alterum diem ad illud ungendum. 
Sed tumultuarie fuit, propter inſtantem, et quaſij jam praeſen· 
tem paraſceven, in illo monumento proximo civitati poſitum, 
cum aromatibus a Nicodemo allatis, dilati in alterum a 


ſepulto diem integra funeris pollintura, Bex. in lac. 
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embalmed: that is, Nicodemus, and Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea, did not make uſe of 
the ſpices, but laid them by 1 in the ſepulchte, 
intending to come again to compleat the 
embalming. Lampe (ad) does not approve 
of that account. Nevertheleſs he i is obliged 
to own, that (e) what was now performed, 
was done in hafle. As Lucas Brugenſis is 
not in many hands, 1 ſhall. tranſcribe a part 
of what he ſays, for ſhewing what theſe 
good women aimed at by their kind( f)offices. 
And I ſhall refer to Theophylact (g), who 
ſpeaks to the like purpoſe. 

” _ "What 


© (4) Leviora ſine ſunt, quibus perſuadere vult, Domifiti 
corporis unctionem quidem ſuſceptam eſſe, ſed non datam 
exſecutioni. Lampe i in Je. T. 3. p. 644. 
(+) Prius nullius eſt” momenti, quia raptim et feſtinanter 
Jeſum eſſe unctum, facile concedimus. IA. is. 
(f) Emerunt a pharmacopolis aromata, vi exſiccandi et 
. ofa addendi praedita . . ut ungerent Jeſum mortuum. 
. . Neque vero ignorabant, corpus Jefu a Nicodbmo ndn 
pare unctum fuiſſe, centum inquam libris myrrhae et aloes, 
quae praeſentes adfuerant, cum ungeretur, quamquam 
forte ſuis oculis non viderant. Sed habebat conſtetudo, ut 
cariſſima capita; et quae plurimi ferent radavera, non ſemel 
tantum ungerentur, ſed ſaepius, pluribuſque continuis diebus, 
donec exſiccato, et abſorꝑto vi aromatum omni reliquo humore, 
immo tabefaQa carne arida; et quaſi aenea reddita, dlu ſervari 
poſſent integra, et immunia a putrefactione. &c. bee Gen. 
L. 23. Luc. Brug. in Marc. xvi, _ , 
(4 Theoph, in Mare. vi. 1. 


balming. But that there was ſomewhat 
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What theſe women intended to do, we 
cannot fay particularly. Nor can it be rea- 
fonably expected, that we ſhould be able to 
determine: becauſe it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that any now are fully acquainted with the 
various methods of embalming among the 
Jews, or the whole proceſſe of their em- 


wanting, fomewhat left to be done by re- 
ſpectfull and affectionate friends, may be 


argued from the ſhortneſſe of time, and 


great haſte, in which our Lord was em- 
balmed, and buried: and likewiſe from the 
concurring concern of ſeveral women, who 
may be juſtly ſuppoſed to have been as at- 
tentive, and as diſcreet, and underſtanding, 
as any of their ſex. And it has ſeemed to 
me, that our Lord foreſaw, that, for want 
of opportunity, there would happen a de- 
fect in that reſpect, which might otherwiſe 
have been ſhewn him at his death. 7 4 
Of the woman, that anointed Jeſus at Betha- 
nie with precious ointment, he ſaid to thoſe 
who were uneaſie at the expenſe, Matt. 


xxvi.12. For in that ſhe has poured this oint- 
ment upon my body, ſhe did it for my burial. 


Too; To cr] pe. Mark xiv. 8. She bas 
done what ſhe could. She it come beforehand, 
70 
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70 anbint my Body to the burial. eig TOY Ev» 
rap. John xii. 7. Let ber alone. Againſt 
the any of my burying has ſhe kept this. + 40 
Tyv ijucpœ 75 tyre Pi Au. 

But learned interpreters ſay, that (b) the 
original word, made uſe of by all the 
Evangeliſts, does not ſo properly denote 
burial, as the preparations made for burial, 
and particularly, the coſtly. ren 
made for perſons of diſtinction. 

The meaning therefore is: In that ſhe 
has poured this ointment upon my body, ſhe 
has done it, as it were, for my embalming, 
or to embalm me. And this part of our 
Lord's apologie for that pious woman may 


be paraphraſed in this manner, as indeed it 
E 2 was 


>, 
* 


(h) Ad funerandum me: pos 1d inragidoat e Vulg. 
et Eraſmus, ad me ſepeliendum, male Nam aliud eſt darm, 
quam ev7aq1aC en: ut Latinis ſepelire eſt ſepulchro condere : 
funerare vero pollincire, cadaver ſepulchro mandandum prius 
curare. &c, Bex. ad Matt, xxvi. 12. 

.. Habet me jam quaſi pro mortuo, atque officium illud 
ſolemne modico tantum tempore antevertit. Hunc ſenſum 
apertiſſime ſignificat Marcus voce TpotanCe. Hie 73 zr ra] t, 
pollincire, interpretandum eſt per Faag.y voculae, aw, 
tanquam : fecit quaſi ad me pollincienduam. Quam voculam 
prudenter hic, ut et in hac apud Marcum hiſtoria, addidit 
Syrus interpres. Et Johanni nia *wraqze;c eſt dies quaſi 
pollincturae. Grot. in Matt. xxwi. 12. 
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50 Of the Manner, &. Ch. IV. 
was (1) formerly: You may conſider this 
anointing as an embalming of me. And 
it may ſo happen, that neither ſhe, nor 
any others, ſhall have an opportunity to lay 
out all the rich ſpices and ointments upon 
me, when dead, which they may be diſpoſed 
to make uſe of,” 
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DAGE 155. Diff. xxxvii. Vom are we to. 
under tand by the Greecians and Hebrews, 
mentioned. Acts vi. 1. 

It will be worth the while to put down. 
here the words of the text at length. And 
in thoſe days, when the number of the diſciples 
was multiplied, there aroſe a murmuring of 
the Greecians againſt the Hebrews, becauſe their 
widows were neglected in the daily miniſtration, 

I 'am of opinion, that by Hebrews are 
meant native Jews, deſcendents of Abraham 
and Iſrael, and that by Greeczans are meant 
proſelytes to the Jewiſh religion. This I 
ſhall endeavor to make out by an induc- 
tion of particulars, and by numerous quo- 
tations from the Old Teſtament. 

Ebrew, or Hebrew. It is a very honor- 
able, and the moſt ancient denomination of 
the Jewiſh people. Abraham himſelf is 
called a Hebrew, or the Hebrew, Gen, xiv. 
13. as is Jofeph in Egypt. Gen. xxxix. 
14.17. xli. 12. The Hebrews are men- 
tioned more than once in his hiſtorie. Gen. 
xl. 15. and xliii, 32. In particular, the coun- 

x | ww | trey 
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trey inhabited by Jacob and his familie, 
whence Joſeph was brought, is called be 
land of the Hebrews. Gen. xl. 15. God- 
himſelf, when he ſent Moſes to deliver the 
children of Iſrael from Egyptian bondage, 
took upon himſelf this title and character, 
the Lord God of the Hebrews, Ex. iii. 18. 
Which character is often mentioned in the 
accounts of Moſes's appearances before Pha- 
raoh. Ex. v. „16. . . 3. 

Ido not now inquire into the origin of this 
name, though the diſquiſition might be cu- 
rious, I had rather, for the ſake of brevity, 
refer to (a) others. Whatever was the origin 
of the name, it was early known, and ſeems 

to have been peculiar to Abraham and his 

deſcendents, by Ifaac and Jacob, when 

Moſes was ſent to conduct the people of 

Iſrael out of the land of Egypt. And the 
Lord God of the Hebrews, and the God of 

Abraham, Tſaac and Jacob, are uſed as 

equivalent, Ex. iii. 6.15. 16. 18. iv. 5. 

It was a common denomination of the 
children of Iſrael, when they dwelt in 


Egypt: 


(a) Vid. Bochart. Geo. S. P. i. l. 2. c. 14. Scalig. Not. in 
Graeca Euſebii. p. 410. YVof. de Orig. Idol. l. 3. c. 44. p. 356. Br. 
Walton Proleg. iii. Huet. Dem. Ev. Prop. iv. cap. 13. Jo. Cleric, 
Comms. in Gen. x, 21. xiv. 13. et Diſſerta. de Ling. Hebr. 
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Ch. V. and Hebrews. Acts viii. 5g 
Egypt: And the King of Egypt ſpake to 
the Hebrew midwives . , . And he ſaid : 
When ye do the office of a midwife to the 
Hebrew women, if it be 4 ſon, ye ſhall 
tall him... And the midwives ſaid unto 
Pharaob . . . becauſe the Hebrew women are 
not as the Egyptian women. EX. i. 15. 16. 19. 
When Pharaoh's daughter found Moſes, ſhe 
ſaid: This is one of the Hebrews children. 
Then ſaid his fiſter unto Pharaob's daughter : 
ſhall I go, and call thee a nurſe of the He- 
brew women? Ex. ii. 6. 7. Afterwards, 
when Moſes was grown, be went out unto bis 
brethren, and eſpied an Egyptian ſmiting an 
Hebrew, one of his brethren .. . And when 
he went out the ſecond day, behold two 
men of the Hebrews flirove together, ver. 
adds, 

Hebrew, or Hebrews, is often uſed in 
the firſt book of Samuel, as equivalent to 
Iſraelites, or the people of Iſrael. + Sam. 
iv. 6. 9. xiii. 3. and elſewhere. 

When the mariners in the ſhip: ſaid to 
Jonah. i. 8. 9. What is thy occupation ? and 
whence cameſi thou? What is thy countrey ? 
and of what people art thou? He ſaid unto 
them s I am an Hebrew. And ] fear the Lord 

E 3 God 
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God of heaven, which made the ſea and the 
dry land. 


This denomination is ſeldom found in the 
later books of the Old Teſtament. How- 


ever, it is in Jeremiah. ch, xxxiv. The place 
is remarkable, and will be of uſe to us in 
the preſent inquiry. This 1s the word, that 
came unto Jeremiah from the Lord 
That every man ſhould let his man: ſervant, 
and every man his maid-ſervant, being a He- 
brew or Hebreweſſe, go free : that none ſhould 
ſerve himſelf of them, to wit, of a Jew his 
brother . . . Then they obeyed, and let them go. 
Afterwards they cauſed them to return, and 
brought them into ſubjettton for ſervants, and 
for bandmaids . . . Therefore the word of the 
Lord came unto Feremiab, ſaying : Thus faith 
the God of Tjrael: I made à covenant with 
your fathers, ſaying : At the end of ſeven 
years, let ye go every man bis brother, an 

Hebrew, which has been fold unto thee. . . , 
Let us therefore obſerve the laws, which 
are here referred to. Ex. xxi. 2. 1f thou buy a 
Hebrew ſervant, fix years be ſhall ſerve 
thee : and in the ſeventh he ſhall go out free 
for nothing. Deut. xv. 12. / thy brother, an 
Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be fold 
unto thee, and ſerve thee fix years ; then in 
the 
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tbe ſeventh year thou ſhalt let him go free 
from thee, Lev. xxv. 44... 46. Both thy 
bond-men, and thy b:nd-maids, which thou 
ſhalt have, ſhall be of the heathen, or the na- 
tions, ] that are round about thee. Of them 
ſhall ye buy bond- men, and bond maids, More- 
over of the children of the ſtrangers that do 
ſejourn among you, of them fhall ye buy, and 
of their families that are with you, which 
they beget in your land: and they ſhall be 
your poſſeſſion. And ye ſhall take them for an 
inberitance for your children after you, to 
inherit them for a. poſſeſſion. They ſhall be 
your bond-men forever. But over your bre- 
tbren, the children of Iſrael, you ſhall not 
rule one over anotber with rigour. 
By flrangers, ſojourning among them, I un- 
derſtand proſelytes, men circumciſed after the 
manner of the Moſaic law. We here 
therefore ſee the great difference between 
the children of Hrael, or native Jews and ſlran- 
gers, or proſelytes. And in ſpeaking of 
this matter, for preventing ambiguity, the 
words Hebrew and Hebreweſſe are uſed: by 
Jeremiah, as certainly denoting the deſcen- 
dents of Abraham and the other Patriarchs. 
In the laws, juſt tranſcribed from the books 
of Moſes, there are clearly mentioned three 
| E 4 ſorts 
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ſorts of perſons: Hebrews, or children of 
Jfrael, that is, native Jews: then rangers, 
Sejourning among them, or proſelytes: laſtly, 
beatbens, that is, the nations, or gentils, 
The Prophet demands liberty after fix years 
ſervitude for the firſt only, not tor any of 
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+4 the others. The law of Moſes did not 
6 empower him to do more. And the com- 
15 mand of God, by the Prophet, certainly, 
| ; 1s agreeable: to his-own laws, firſt delivered 
| i by the hand of Moſes. 

. 


I ſhall juſt obſerve, as we go along, chat 
Jjoſephus ſays of himſelf, he (5) was a He- 
brew by birth. And Euſebius ſays of Moſes, 
that (c) he was a great Divine, and a Hebrew 
of Hebrews. He alſo obſerves the antiquity 
of this name, and ſays, that (d) Joſeph was 
a Hebrew of Hebrews, but there were yet 
no Jews. Which is very true. For the 
people of Iſrael were not called Jews, till 
(e) about the time of the Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity. After that, a man of any nation, 
who 
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(e) Joſephus dates the origin of this name after their teturn 
from the Baby loniſh captivity, Aut. I. 11. v. 7. 
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who embraced the religion of the Jews, and 
was circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, 
became a Jew. But he never could be a 
Hebrew, that denomination being peculiar 
to the deſcendents of the ancient Patriarchs. 

There are three places, in the New Teſta- 
ment, where this title is found. One is that 


of the text under conſideration, Another 
is 2 Cor. xi. 22. Are they Hebrews? So am 


J. Are they Iſraelites? So am J. Are they 
the ſeed of Abraham? So am J. The third 
is Philip. iii. 5. Circumciſed the eighth day, of 
the flock of Iſrael, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews, He was cir- 
cumciſed the eighth day. Which is a 
proof, he was born of parents, who were 
themſelves Jews, and punctually obeyed 
the law of Moſes. However this might 
have been, and he have been no more than 
the child of a proſelyte. He therefore pro- 
ceeds, and ſays, he was of the flock of Iſrael, 
or the ſeed of Jacob: and particularly, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, an honoured tribe, 
upon divers accounts: particularly, as Ben- 
jamin was one of the ſons. of Jacob by 
_— his wife, as ſhe 2 is ſtiled in 

the 


Y The Sons Rachel, Jacob's wife: Toſeph and Benjamin. 
Gen. xlvi. 19. 
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the catalogue of Jacob's familie, which 
went into Egypt: but eſpecially, as this 
tribe had, in a great meaſure, preſerved 
itſelf from idolatrie. An Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, or rather, an Hebrew of Hebrews : 
meaning, that he was himſelf a mn 


and deſcended from Hebrews. 
As Paul was a Hebrew, though born out 


of Judea, at Tarſus in Cilicia, where the 
Greek tongue was uſed, we are fully aſſured, 


that by the Greecians, cannot be meant Jews, 


who uſed the Greek language. 
From all theſe texts therefore, now al- 


leged from the Old and New Teſtament, 


it appears, that the denomination, or cha- 
rater, of Hebrew, is the privilege of birth, 
not of choice, or acquiſition, or accidental 
circumſtance. All deſcendents of Abraham 
the Hebrew, by Iſaac and Jacob, wherever 
they are born, and whatever language they 
uſe, are Hebrews. Nor can any other 
men be Hebrews, but only they ood are 
deſcended from Abraham. 
This, then, is the firſt conſideration, molds 
ing to determine, who theſe Greecians were, 
To whom we now proceed. 
Greecians, or Helleniſis, as in the original. 
The word Greecians occurs thrice in our 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh verſion of the New Teſtament : 
here, and ch. ix. 29. and xi, 20. But it is 
well known to the learned, that in the ſecond 
of theſe places the Alexandrian mſs. has 
Greeks. Which alſo is the reading in the 
third text, not only in the Alexandrian ma- 
nuſcript, but likewiſe, in the Latin Vulgate, 
and ſeveral other verſions. Whatever are the 
readings, it is apparent, that the ſame perſons 
are not intended in the third and laſt text, as 
in the two former. 

Various (g) have been the ſentiments of 
learned men concerning the Greecians, men- 
tioned here, and in ch. ix. 29. The moſt 
prevailing opinions are theſe two. Some 
hereby underſtand Jews born out of Judea, 
who ſpake Greek, and uſed the Greek ver- 
ſion of the Old Teſtament in their ſynagogues. 
The other opinion is, that theſe Greecians 
were proſelytes, or men of other nations, 
who had embraced the Jewiſh religion. 

That the former are not here intended, 
has been, as I apprehend, ſufficiently ſhewn 
already. I therefore go on to ſupport farther 
() Seven different opinions have been taken notice of 


by ſome learned writers. Vid. Fabr. Bib. Gr. l. 4. c. vi. T. 3. 


p. 226. et Lux Ruangelli. Cap. iv. p. 59. 60. mn, 
Act. vi. 1. 
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the opinion, that theſe Greecians were pro- 
ſelytes. | 
Which, I think, may be argued from the 
neglect, they had met with. There aroſe a 
murmuring of the Greecians againſt the He- 
brews, becauſe their widows were neglected, 
Tagelewperro, Were overlooked, paſſed by, 
omitted (+), in the daily miniſtration. There 
was no regard had to them. There were no 
allowances, or diſtributions made to them. 
This may have been owing to two reaſons, 
becauſe they were few in number, and be- 
cauſe they were deſpiſed. There may be 
ſome reaſon to think, it was chiefly owing to 
this laſt. | | 
The Jews of this time knew very well 
how to pay reſpect to proſelytes of diſtinc- 
tion, as they did to Helena, Queen of the 
Adiabenes, and her Son. Izates. But for 
the moſt part native Jews, deſcendents of 
Abraham and the Patriarchs, muſt have 
been preferred to proſelytes. I cannot con- 
ceive any reaſon, why any Jews ſhould have 
been neglected, barely becauſe they were 
born out of Judea, and uſed the Greek lan- 
guage. _ proſelytes might be overlooked, 
becauſe 


0 Nane deſpicerentur, id eſt, — et 
contemnerentur. Toach, Camer. in loc. 
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becauſe they were reckoned much inferior 
to Iſraelites. Proſelytes were (i) admitted 
to eat the paſſover, and to communion 
with Iſraelites in all religious privileges. But 
they were far from enjoying equal civil pri- 
vileges with the children of Iſrael. This 
muſt be apparent from what was before 
alleged from the xxxiv. chapter 6 Jeremiah, 
and parrallel places. 

I beg leave to take notice of ſome: other 
things relating to them from the Old Teſta- 
ment, When the Gibeonites had beguiled 
Joſhua, and the Elders, and their deceit 
was known, all the congregation murmured 
againſt the princes. However, as they had 
made a league with them, to let them. live, 
and the princes of the congregation bad ſworn 
to them, they would not falſify their oath. 
They gave them their lives, but took from 
them their lands, and made them flaves, or 
little better. As it is ſaid Joſh. ix. 26. 27. 
Joſhua delivered them out of the hand of the 
children of Iſrael, that they flew them not. 
And he made them hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water for the congregation, and 
for the altar of the Lord. 


And 
(i) See Ex, xii, 48. 49. Numb. ix. 14. and other places, 
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And we are told, that Saul fought to flay 
tbem, or endeavored to extirpate them, in 
bis zeal for children of Iſrael and Judab. 

2 Sam. xxi. 2. Which ſhews, that they 
were not beloved, and that this zeal of Saul 
was popular. But it was reſented in _ 
time of David. © 
Ih his ſort of men were e in the 
laborious works for building the temple. 
1 Chr. xxii. 2, And David commanded to 
gather together the ſtrangers that were in 
the land of Iſrael. And be fet maſons to hew 
wrought flones to build the houſe of God. And 
2 Chr. ii. 17. 18. And Solomon ( numbered 
all the firangers that were in the land of 
djrael, after the numbering, wherewith David 
his father bad numbered them. And they were _ 
found an hundred and fifty thouſand, and 
three thouſand, and fix bundred. And be 
ſet threeſcore and ten thouſand of them to be 
bearers , burdens, and four ſcore thouſand to 
be hewers in the mountains, and three thouſand 
and ge hundred 042th to * the people to 
Work. 
| The 
( 4 ) Kai cui 4 + ZL να og #rSpas Tos morn 
rug Tis © n Ia. x. A. LAX, 


Numeravit igitur Salomon omnes viros proſelytos, qui erant 
in terra Iſrael. Hieron, 


/ 
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The over/cers | ſuppoſe to have been Iſrae- 
lites, the reſt ſtrangers, or proſelytes : as 
they are called in the Greek verſion of 
the Seventy, and in St. Jerome's Latin ver- 
ſion. Many of theſe ſtrangers may have 
been remains of the Gibeonites. But I pre- 
ſume, there were others beſides. 
 Nethinims are mentioned 1 Chr. ix. 2. 
Now the firſt inhabitants that dwelt in their 
poſſeſſions, in their cities, were the Iſraelites, 
the Prieſis, the Levites, and the Nethinims. 
They, and Solomon's ſervants, are often 
mentioned in the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. In the Catalogue of the peo- 
ple that returned from Babylon it is ſaid, 
Ezr. ii. 58. All the Nethinims, and the abil. 
dren of Solomon's ſervants, were three hundred, 
ninety and two. So alſo Neh vii. 60. And 
Neh. - viii. 20, Alſo the Netbinimt, whom 
David and the Princes had appointed for the 
ſervice of the Levites, two hundred and 
tent y. | 
Theſe Nethinims had been given to the 
Levites, to ſerve them. Afterwards Solomon 
appointed more for the like ſervice. Theſe 
muſt have been ſtrangers, or proſelytes. It 
is not to be thought, that David, or Solomon, 
or 
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or any King of Iſrael, with the Elders, had 
power to give Iſraelites to the ſervice of the 
Levites. As ſome Jews ſaid to our Lord: 
We be Abraham's ſeed, and never were in bon- 
dage to any man. John viii. 3. No, they were 
free-born, and high-born, in compariſon of 
other men : though they were little concern- 
ed for the freedom, of which our Lord was 
ſpeaking. Says Patrick upon 2 Chr. ix. 2. 
« Ezra gives a good account of the Nethi- 
nims ch. viii. 20. Where he informs us, 
they were given by David to the Levites, 
(which is the original of their name:) as the 
Levites were given by God to help the Prieſts, 
And therefore in all places they are mention- 
ed with holy perſons.” 

I'do not know, whether theſe men may 
be called inferior clergie. They ſeem rather 
to have been ſervants to them, But how. 
ever mean their original, or low and labori- 
ous their employment, may have been; the 
people of Iſrael were indebted to them for 
their zeal for the houſe of God. Many of 
them readily returned from Babylon to 
Judea, and performed their part for uphold- 
ing the worſhip of God at his temple. 

As all the land of Canaan was given to 
the twelve tribes, the children of Iſrael, and 

many 
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many of the regulations in the law of Moſes 
were in their favour ; it was foreſeen, that 
ſtrangers, who joyned themſelves to them, 
and came to ſojourn among them, would 
lye under ſome diſadvantages. God there- 
fore, who wiſely made thoſe appointments 
of the law of Moſes, regarding the deſcen- 
dents of Jacob, in his great goodneſſe, made 
proviſions likewiſe for ſtrangers, that they 
might not be abuſed, 

The people of Iſrael, to whom the laws of 
Moſes were delivered, are charged in this 
manner. Ex. xxii. 20. Thou ſhalt neither ven 
a ſtranger, nor oppreſs bim. For ye were 
Arangers i in the land of Egypt. Comp. Lev. 
Aix. 33. 34. And Ex. xxiii. 12. Six days 
ſhalt thou do thy work, and on the ſeventh 
day thou ſhalt reſi: that thy oe, and thy afſe, 
may reft, and the ſon of thy handmaid, and 
the franger may be refreſhed : See there ver. 
9. Lev. xix. 9. 10. And when ye reap the 
bar beſt of your land.. thou ſhalt not gather 
the gleaning of thy harveſt. And thou ſbalt 
nor glean thy vineyard. Thou ſhalt leave 
them for the poor, and the ſtranger. I am 
the Lord your God. See alſo Lev. xxv. 5.6. 
and 38. And Deut. xvi. 13. 14. Thou ſhalt 
Mv the feu of tabernacles ſeven days, 

'F after 
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after that thou haſt gathered in thy corn and 
thy wine. And thou ſhalt rejoice in thy falt, 
tlau, and thy ſon, and thy daughter, and thy 
man ſervant, and thy maid-ſervant, and the 
Levite, the ſtranger, and the fatherleſs, and 
the widow that are in thy gates. And again, 
very particularly, Deut. xxvi. 11 . . 13. And 
thou ſhalt rejoice in every good thing, which 
the Lord thy God hath given unto thee, and 
unto thy houſe, thou, and the Levite, and the 
ranger that is among you. When thou baſt 
made an end of tithing all the tithes of thy 
encreaſe .. , and haſt given it unto the Levite, 
and the flranger, the jatherleſs and the wi- 
dow, that they may eat within thy gates, 
and be filled, Then thou ſhalt. ſay before the 
Lord thy Grd: I have brought away the 
hallowed things out of my houſe, and alſo bave 
given them unto the Levite, and unto the 
firanger, and the fatherleſs, and the widow, 
according to thy commandment. Theſe in- 
ſtances of kindneſſe are ſtrongly enforced, 
Deut. x. 17. . 19. 
I (hall add a text or two, ſomewhat dif. 
ferent, though ſtill to the like purpoſe. 
Deut. xii. 12. And ye ſhall rejoice before the 
Lord your God, ye, and yaur ſons, and your 
daughters, and your men. ſervants, and your 
maid- 
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mai d. ſer vants, and the Levite that is within 
your gates, Foraſmuch as he has no part, nor 
inheritance with you. And ver. 18. Thou 
muſt eat them before the Lord thy God, in 
the place, which the Lord thy God ſhall chooſe, 
thou, and thy ſon, and thy daughter, and thy 
man-ſervant, and thy maid-ſervant, and the 
Levite that is within thy gates. Sex alſo 
„ nnn 

By ftranger, and firanger within thy gates, 
and the ranger that ſojourneth with thee, or 
in thy land, I always underitand proſclytes, 
men circumciſed according to the law of 
Moſes: or, as they are now often called, 
proſelytes of the covenant, or of righteouſneſſe, 
If the Levites are ſaid to have no inberitance, 
and are ſtiled, Levites within thy gates, as 
they are in ſome texts juſt cited, though 
there were allotted to them cities, with 
their ſuburbs, out of the inheritance of the 
other tribes, as is manifeſt from Numb. 
xxxv. 1. . 8. and Joſh, xiv. 1. . 5. all ſtrang- 
ers, though circumciſed, and admitted to 
full communion in all religious ordinances, 
may well he called ſojourners, and the ran- 


ger within thy gates. 
Once more. As God, in his laws, deli- 


vered to the children of Iſrael, was not un- 
F 2 mindfull 
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68 Who were the Greecians, Ch. V. 
mindfull of the ſtranger : So likewiſe does 
David remember them in his devotions. 
Pf. xv. 9 ... 13. O Iſrael,” truſt thou in the 
Lord. O bouſe of Tiratl, truſt thu in the 
Lord. Ye that fear the Lord, truſt in the' 
Lord. The Lord will bleſs the houſe of Ijr nel. 
He will bleſs the houſe of | Aaron, He will 
bleſs them that fear the Lord, both fmatt 
and great. Cxvill. 2. 4. Let Iſrael now fay, 
that his mercie endureth forever. Let the 
bouſe of Aaron now ſay, that his mercie en. 
dureth forever. Let them that \ fear tbr 
Lord ſay, that bis mercie endureth for ever. 
Pi. exxxv. 19. 20. Bleſs the Lord, o houſe of 
Ifael. Bleſs the Lord, o houſe of Aaron. 95 | 
the Lord, o bouſe of Levi. Ye that fear . 
Lord, bleſs the Lord. | 

Theſe men, who fear the Lord, men- 


tidned after all the diviſions of the people 


of Iſrael, 1 ſuppoſe to have been ſtrangers, 
or proſelytes. Hereby we are led to under 
ſtand St. Paul's addrefſe in the ſynagogue. 
at Antioch in Piſidia. Acts xiii. 16. Men of 
Iſrael, and ye that fear God, give audience. 
And ver. 26. Men and brethren, children of 
the flock of Abraham, and whoever among you 
feareth God, to you is the word of this ſalva- 
tion ſent, Here, by them that feared God, 
muſt 
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muſt be meant proſelytes. For that 
none were preſent, but ſuch as were Jews, 
either by birth or religion, appears from ver. 
42. and what there follows. 

Proſelytes are mentioned among the hear- 
ers of St. Peter's firſt ſermon, preached at 
Jeruſalem, after our Lord's aſcenſion. Acts 
1. 10, 1 ſuppoſe, proſelytes to be meant by 
Greecians here, ch. vi. 1. and ix. 29. 

Who they were, we cannot ſay exactly. 
But there might be many ſuch men in 
Judea, and in other countreys all over the 
world, where the Jewiſh people reſided. 
Some of them may have been deſcendents 
of ſuch as had joyned themſelves to the 
people of Iſrael in former times: and others 
may have been new converts to the Jewiſh 
Religion. 

Ihave imagined, that proſelytes now liv- 
ing in Judea, who were poor, may have 
been chiefly, or for the moſt part, ſervants 
of the RomanGovernours, or of their officers: 
who having come into Judea with their 
maſters, were converted to the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion : and, when their maſters returned 
home, got leave to ſtay behind, Having 
renounced Gentiliſm, they could not ex- 
pect very agreeable treatment from their 
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friends and relatives at home. And though 
they had not the proſpect of any conſider- 
able advantage in Judea, yet they might 
hope for civilities among thoſe, whoſe reli- 
gion they had embraced. Beſides, new 
converts have a great deal of zeal. Some of 
them might conceive a particular affection 
for the land of Iſrael, and the city of Jeru- 
ſalem, where was the temple. | 
Beſide theſe ſervants of Roman officers, 


- who had reſided in Judea, probably, there 


were others, who had ſerved Jews out of 


Judea: who, having for ſome reaſons left 


their maſters, choſe to come, and ſeek ſub- 
ſiſtence in Judea, not being willing to ſerve 
heathens, 

There might be alſo divers other RFA 
of different ſtations, who being converted 
to Judaiſm, preferred Jeruſalem to all other 
places. 

Nicolas, choſen to be one of the Seven, a 
proſelyte of Antioch, now at Jeruſalem, 
was, very probably, a man of good ſubſtance, 
And it is obſervable, that Helena, Queen of 
the Adiabenes, not long after her converſion 
went to (/) Jeruſalem. And ſhe muſt have 
often viſited that city, or r reſided there very 


much, 
C Jil. Ant. I. 20. ii. 6. 
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much. For ſhe was there, when her fon 
Izates (m) died. And ſeveral of the bro- 
thers and ſons of Izates () were ſhut in at 
the laſt Gege of Jeruſalem, 

That therefore is my third and laſt argu- 
ment, that theſe Greecians were proſelytes: 
foraſmuch as upon their complaints a proſe- 
lyte was choſen to be one of the Seven, to 
prefide in the daily miniſtratien, even Nicolas 
of Antioch. The reſt, I preſume, were He- 
brews, that is, Jews by birth, deſcendents 
of the Patriarchs. Some of which may 
have been born in Judea, others of them 
out of it, but were now at Jeruſalem. 

It is no ſufficient reaſon to believe, that 
any of the reſt were proſelytes, or that all 
thy reſt were Jews, wo were born in other 
countreys, becauſe their names are Greek. 
For ſeveral of our Saviour's diſciples had 
Greek names, though they were all men 
of Galilee: as Philip, and Andrew, and 
Thomas called Didymus, and Simon, 
called alſo Cephas, and Peter, by which 
laſt name, he was generally called, and beſt 
known. | 


"PF. That 


(mn) hh. iii. z. 
(2) De B. J. I. 6. vi. 4. 
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That Stephen was a Jew by birth, is 
highly probable from. the whole of his 
ſpeech before the Council, and particularly 
from the begining of it. , Acts vii. 2. Men, 
brethren, and fathers, hearken, The God of 
glerie appeared to our father Abrabam, whey 
be was in Meſopotanua. 

Philip, the ſecond of the Seven, was a 
perſon of 7 eminence, who firſt preached 
the goſpel in Samaria, and wrought there 
many miracles. Acts viii. 1. F. Who 
alſo converted the Chamberlain, and Trea- 
ſurer of Candace, Qucen of the Ethiopians. 
There cannot be any reaſon to make a 
doubt, whether Philip, ſo eminent an Evan- 


geliſt, of an order next in authority and 


dignity to Chriſt's Apoſtles, was of the ſeed 
of Iſrael. It would be altogether abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, that one ſo early employed in ſuch 
ſignal ſervices for promoting the goſpel, was 
only a proſelyte. 

When the Eunuch had been ary 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, 
that the Eunuch ſaw bim no more. But 
Philip was found at Axotes. And paſſing 
through, he preached in all the cities, till 
be came to Ceſarea. ver. 39. 40. There he 


ſeems ' 
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ſeems to have ſetiſed. For there he "Was, 
when st. Paul came to Jeruſalem in the 
year 58. as we learn from Acts xxi. 8 . 10. 
And the next day ue came to Ceſarea. And 
we entred into the bouſe of Philip, the Evanger 
lil, which was one of the Seven, and abode 
there, 

Stephen ſuffered martyrdom, ſoon alter 
* was choſen. Philip likewiſe, as we per- 
ceive, not long after removed from Jeruſa- 
lem. Indeed, the $even ſeem to have been 
appointed upon occaſion of a particular emer- 
gence. However, the other five, or ſome 
of them, may have ſtayed at Jeruſalem, 
and may have contipued to officiate in the 
ſervice, to which they had been appointed. 
And moreover, others may have been cho- 
ſen in the roam of Stephen, who died, and 
of Philip, who removed, 

Dr. Whitby upon Acts vi. 1. objects 
againſt our opinion from ch. ix. 29. where 
it is ſaid, that Paul diſputed againſt the Gree- 
ciaus: but they went alout to flay bim. 
& Which, as he argues, ſhews, they muſt 
be Jews by birth, and not only ſtrangers of 
ather nations come hither. For how dared 
they to kill a je among the Jews, without 
briogiog him to their tribunals?” 


Which 
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Which is an argument of no moment. For 
I preſume, that neither had a Jew by birth 
a right to aſſaſſinate a man without any trial. 
And, generally, ſuch things muſt have been 
diſliked, But a proſelyte might attempt it, 
as well as another. And confidering, how 
unpopular a perſon Paul now was, the kill- 
ing him might be paſſed by, and overlooked, 
or even approved of, by whomſoever it was 
done. Proſelytes were as likely, as any 
men, to be bigoted in their ſentiments, and 
to practiſe violence againſt thoſe who differed 
from them. What fort of men moſt of the 
proſelytes of that time were, may be con- 
cluded from what our Lord ſaid to the Pha- 
riſees without reſerve, Matt. xxiii. 15. But 
there were ſome of a better temper, who be- 
lieved in Jeſus after his reſurrection, and 
joyned themſelves to his Apoſtles, when the 
profeſſion of his name muſt have expoſed 


them to difficulties, 
- To me it ſeems, that there is great propri- 


ety in St. Luke's ſtile, calling the Jews, who 
were of the ſeed of Iſrael, Hebrews, and 
proſelytes, Hellenifts, Greecians, or, perhaps 
Hellenes, Greeks, from their origin. For I 
have ſometimes been much inclined to think, 


that to be the true reading, in this text, as 
it well 
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well as in the reſt. And Dr. Werd ſays p. 
155. That the word EAAnvicas, Helleniſis, 
is uſed only by St. Luke in this book, and is 
not perhaps to be found in any other writer 
ſo ancient.“ Indeed, I believe, it is not to be 
found in Joſephus. And the uncommoneſſe 
of the word may cauſe a ſuſpicion, that it 
is the invention of ſome Chriſtian: though it 
is ancient. For, in this text, it is in the 
Alexandrian manuſcript. And the word way 
be ſeen in (o) Chryſoſtom. 

Any, who are pleaſed to conſider all this 
was before ſaid, concerning the word Hebrew, 
are able to judge, whether there is not ſome 
ſpecial propriety in St. Luke's ſtile, according 
to this interpretation. A Hebrew, denoting 
a Jew by ancient deſcent, muſt be fitly op- 
poſed to Greecians, or Greeks, thereby un- 
derſtanding proſelytes, who were Jews by 
religion ovly, and not by birth. 

The opinion, for which J argue, has been 
eſpouſed by many learned men, as (p) Beza, 


(7) Baſnage, and (r) Pearſon, Which laſt 
has 
bo) In 42. Ap. hom. 14. Pp. 111. Tom. 9. 
6% In 48. 1. 
(4) Ann. 35. pe. vii. 
(r) Hic autem *EAamce: opponuntur ECpeyors. . Neque 


enim Hebraei, neque Judaei erant, hoc eſt, genere: non 
Hebraei 
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has aſſerted it with great ſtrength, and neat- 
neſſe, in a few words. Inſomuch, that it 
may be thought ſomewhat ſtrange, that this 
opinion has not been generally received, 
without farther diſpute. I have enlarged, 
being deſirous to eſtabliſh and illuſtrate it, to 
the beſt of my power. 


Hebraei ex Hebraeis , , . Sed Judaei tantum religione, id eſt, 
Proſelyti. Hi igitur Proſelyti, cum antequam cireumciderentur, 
Emes, five Gentiles fuerint, etſi jam religione facti Judaei, 
et totius legis impletionem in ſe ſuſcipientes, tamen a Judaeis 
ſeu Hebraeis, ſtirpe et genere ab Abrahamo deducto ſuperbien- 
tibus, inferiori loco habebantur. Unde neglectus viduarum, 


et ex eo neglectu murmur, ſeu yoyyvorts Tov EAANVIS Ov. 
Pearſon Lett. 3. in At. Apoſt. num. v. 


CHAP. 


177 N 
IN 


AGE 159. Diff, xxxviii. The ferm, 
Holy Ghoſt, in the New Teſtament, de- 
notes both' a perſon, and a power. 

P. 159. © That it often denotes # power, 
cannot be queſtioned, as where the Apoſtles, 
and other Chriſtians at that time, are faid 
to be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. But that 
it ſignifies alſo a perſon, ſeems evident 
from the following paſſages among others.” 

That diſſertation concludes in this manner, 
p- 161, © We meet with y«poue ẽ Get, übe 
gift of God. Rom, vi. 23. and xa x, 
the gift of Cbriſt. 2 Tim. i. 6. according to 
ſome copies: though others have it Oes, the 
gift of God, as it is in our verſion. And 
agreeably to all analogy xapiopare Ayl 
Ibeuf ro. muſt ſignify be gifts of the Holy Spi- 
rit, in a petſonal ſenſe”: ſince that word is 
never uſed otherwiſe, but of perſons i in the 
New Teſtament, where the donor i is men- 
tioned.“ | 

But for this laſt our Author refers not to 
any text, as he does for the two former: 
becauſe, I ſuppoſe, he found not any ſuch 

| text 


_— 
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text in the New Teſtament. Nor 1 I know 


of any. . 
This obſervation therefore is dr Gipborted by 
proper authority, and is what one would not 


bave expected in ſo accurate a writer, as Dr, 
Ward. I think, we ought here to recollect, 
that theſe Diſſertations are poſtumous. 
But I have no intention to enter into an ar- 

gument upon this ſubject. There (a) was an 
anonymous tract publiſhed not long ago, 

where it is treated more diſtinctly, to which I 
refer. | 


(a) See thefirft Poſteript to a Letter, writ in i730. fold by Noon, 


; | and others, 


CHAP. 


[79]. 


c H A . vn. os 


AGE 174: Dill xlii. T pts the Apiftlc 
Decree Acts xv. was directed. And ube- 
ther it was perpetual. 
As this chapter will be of conlidenible 
length, I ſhall divide it into the following 
ſections. oy 
I. An Introduction. 


II. The Noachic Precepts, with bbb 


tions upon them. 

III. To whom the Apoſtolic * was 
directed: and that there was but one ſort 
of Jewiſh Proſelytes. 

IV. General Obſervations, ſhewing the 
occaſion, and defign of the Apoſtolic De- 
Cree. 


V. The ſeveral articles af; the Decree 
explained, 


VI. Obſervations, in the manner ** 
Corollaries. 


I. Before I make any remarks upon this 
article, I would obſerve, that a good while 
ago, in the chapter (a) of St. Cyprian, I 
carefully conſidered the various readings of 


* 
(a) Credibility. P. 2. ch. 44. 5. iv. Vol. 4. p. 778. 
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of this Decree, as it ſtands in the book of 
the Acts af the Apoſtles/ ch. xv. 207 29. and 
xxi. 25. The reſult of which was, that the 
readings in out-preſent- copies of it, in lit 
New Testament, are right. It was u lonk 
diſcuſſion. But I do not repeut the labout 
of ie. It hag — __ fill ee 

M0 our a Author, * 174. it « The 
decree is dire ed To; d0ex@ag i ever, that 
iz as ſeems moſt probable, to All. the 
Heathen converts in Antioch, Syria, and 
Cilia; hl were not 'profelytes of the 
gute, before they embraced "Chriſtianity. 
For the Jewiſh proſelytes were always 
obſiged to regard the things therein men- 


| wel, as they were all Gontrrtbed in the 


precepts given to Noah. And therefore we 


40 not find in Acts x. that Peter laid any 


ſuch injunctions open 2 and his 
comply.” ee 

Dr. Ward, as ſeems to me, ufeth thoſe 
words, proſely tes of the gate, , and Jewiſh 
proſelytes, very improperly. But of that m more 


hereafter. 
It may be proper to obſerve here, that 


the Author of Miſcellanea Sacra has ad- 


vanced, 


Ch.VII. Of the Apoſtolic Decree. Aus xv. 81 


vanced an opinion, not known before, that 
V the decree of the Council of Jeruſalem 
was directed to ſuch converts to Chriſtianity 
only, as were proſelytes of tbe gate, and 
were, before their converſion to Chriſtianity, 
obliged to obſerve the ſeveral regulations 
contained in this decree. Which opinion 
has been embraced by ſeveral. | 

Dr. Ward does not differ much from them. 
He thinks, that (c) ſuch things, as were be- 
fore required of proſelytes of the gate, were, 
in the decree, enjoyned upon all converts 
to Chriſtianity in the countreys above men- 
tioned. But, he fays, there was no need 
of giving ſuch injunctions to Cornelius, he 
having before obſerved the like things, as a 
proſelyte of the gate, living in Judea, 

Upon this ſcheme I now make no re- 
marks. I put down theſe things here at pre- 
ſent, only by way of explication of our Au- 
thor's ſentiment. | 


II. Dr. W... in the words juſt cited 
ſpeaks of the precepts given to Noah. And 
at b. 177. ſays, That the ſeveral things 

Wes contained 


„ 50 See Miſcell. Sacra. Zſay iv. However, 2 allo Hammond 
upon As xv. 29. 
(<) Sre Hammond, as before referred to. 


The No. 


achic 


Precepts. 
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contained in the Apoſtolic Decree, are all 
included in the Noachic Precepts. 

I therefore ſhall now ſhew, what are 
called the ſeven precepts of Noah, or the 
ſans of Noah, taking my account from 
Ainſworth, where I believe they are rightly 
repreſented, Which is more than can be 
ſaid of ſome others, who talk much of 
them. 

Says that exact and diligent writer, in his 
Annotations upon Gen. ix. 4. But flaſb with 
the life thereof, which is the bloud thereef, 
ſhall ye not eat. The Hebrew Doctors 
make this the ſeventh commandment given 
to the ſons of Noah, which all nations 
were bound to keep, as there had been 
ſix from Adam's time. The firſt again(t 
idolatrie, the worſhip of ſtars, images, &c : 
the ſecond againſt blaſpheming the name of 
God: the third againſt ſhedding af bloud: 
the fourth againſt unjuſt carnal copulations, 
whereof they make fix forts: 1. with a 
man's own mother, 2, or with a father's 
wife. 3. or with his neighbour's wife. 4. or 
with his ſiſter by the mother's fide. 5. ar 
with mankind, 6. or with beaſts. The 
fifth precept was againſt rapine, or robberie. 
The ſixth to have judgement, or puniſh- 

ment 
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ment for malefactors. And unto Noah 
was added the ſeventh, which is hete men- 
tioned. Which they underſtand to forbid the 
eating of any member, or of the fleſh, of 
a beaſt, taken from it alive. Whoſoever in 
the world tranſgreſſed any of theſe ſeven 
commandments wilfully, the Jews held, 
he was to be killed with the ſword. But the 
Heathen, who would yield to obey theſe 
ſeven precepts, though they received not 
circumciſion, nor obſerved the other ordi- 
nances given afterwards to Iſrael, they were 
ſuffered to dwell as ſtrangets among the 
Iſraelites, and to dwell in their land.” 

Upon all which I beg leave to make the 
ſeveral following obſervations, 

Fir/t. Fornication is not mentioned 
among the ſeveral kinds of unjuſt carnal 
| copulation. This omiſſion has been ob- 

ſerved by (5) Grotius. The reaſon of it, 
I do not ſtay to inquire. 

Secondly. Every thing, here mentioned, 
is of a moral nature, even the ſeventh pre- 
cept, as well as the reſt, For it condemns 
cruelty. It is not, to forbear eating bloud, 


but to eat the member, or the fleſh of a beaſt 
G 2 taken 


) Inter praecepta Adamo et Noae data Judaei non ponunt 
interdictum ſcortandi. Grot. in Add. xv. 20. 
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taken from it alive. Which is great cruelty, 
and even barbarity. 

Thirdly. This whole article, as ſeems to 
me, is a Jewiſh way of repreſenting the 
law of nature, by which all men are obliged. 
For ſons of Adam, and ſons of Noah, com- 
prehend the whole world, By the law of 
nature all are obliged, Jews and Chriſtians, 
who are under a particular law of revelation, 
are not exempted from this law, and it's ſe- 
veral obligations: but are as much ſubject to 
it, as other men. 

Fourtbly. As this ſcheme is the ſcheme 
cf Jewiſh Maſters only, it need not to be 
received without examination, Rabbinical 
and Thalmudical writers may be of uſe. 
But they are not infallible, Indeed, I had 
rather learn Jewiſh antiquities from the Scrip- 
tures, and ſuch other Jewiſh writers, as lived 
before our Saviour's coming, or were con- 
temporarie with Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
than from later jewiſh authors. 

Fifthly, Theſe precepts deliver a wrong 
interpretation of Gen. ix. 4. the command 


given to Noah, relating to food. They re- 


preſent it 70 forbid the eating of any member, 


or of any fleſh, of a beaſt taken from it alive. 


Which is a wrong account, as muſt be 
apparent 
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apparent to all. The words are: But fleſh with 
the life thereof, which is the bloud thereof, 
ſhall ye not eat. Or, as in Lev. xvii. 14. 
Ye ſhall eat the bloud of no manner of fleſh. 
For the life of all fleſh is the bloud thereof. 
And ſee Deut. xii. 23, And this law, as de- 
livered to Noah, was underſtood by Joſephus 
(e) to forbid the eating of bloud. Which 
mult induce us to believe, that this is a falſe, 
and late interpretation : and that this whole 
ſcheme of Noachical precepts is a modern 
thing. Several learned men have argued in 
the like manner, 

Sixthly. If the Jewiſh Doctors ſay, (as 
undoubtedly many Chriſtian Commentators 


now do:) that any people, who obeyed 
G 3 theſe 


(c) Excepto quod carnem cum ſanguine non comedetis.) Hebraei 
recentiores, et, ut credo, Chriſtianorum odio, ſentiunt vetari 
hic eſum membri rapti de animali vivo... Atcerte vetuſtiores 
Hebraeorum non ita interpretatos ſatis docet Joſephus, qui ait, 
Ale Ar iv Tur g £50 1 Lv. Quem ſenſum iifdem 
prope verbis hic expreſſit Rabbi Sardias, et quidem ſequuntur 
non ignobiles Hebraeorum magiſtri. Grot. ad Gen, ix. 4. 

.. « [ta interpretatur et Joſephus. Ant. I. i. cap. 3. 

« . At poſteriores Rabbini inter praecepta Noacho data, 
quae ad totum genus humanum pertinere ab 11s putantur, 
hoc recenſent, ſenſumque eſſe volunt, membrum animalis ui ven- 
tis non efJe comedendum , . . Sed haec poſterioris aevi commenta 
exigui ſunt ad expoſitionem horum librorum, uſus. Cleric. in 
Gen. ix. 4. | 


* 
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theſe ſeven precepts, though they received 
pot circumciſion, might dwell among the 
Ifraclites, and ſojourn in their land; J pre- 
ſume, they are miſtaken. 
This I argue, 1. From the ſixth of theſe 
precepts, to have judgement, or puniſhment 
for malefaftors. Or, in other words, ma- 
giſtracie, for reſtraining exceſſes, inconſiſtent 
with the peace of ſociety, and for puniſhing 
delinquents. How can any learned Chriſ- 
tians ſuppoſe, that uncircumciſed Gentils 
were required, or allowed to have magiſtra- 
cie in the land of Iſrael? Nay, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that proſelytes, or men circum- 
ciſed after the law of Moſes, living in 
the land of Iſrael, had magiſtrates of their 
own. Whilſt the Jewiſh people were ſui 
Juris, their own maſters, all civil privileges, 
in their countrey, were appropriated to the 
deſcendents of Jacob. The caſe was quite 
different afterwards, when they were ſubject 
to the Romans, and eſpecially, when they 
were reduced to the ſtate of a Roman pro- 
vince : as they were after the removal of 
Archelaus, not many years after our Saviour's 
nativity, 
Indeed, God was the Lawgiver, and 
the King of the Jewiſh people. He 
| governed 
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governed them after the death of Moſes, 
firſt by Judges, then by Kings, of his own 
appointment: who were to govern the peo- 
ple committed to their charge, according 
to the laws, which himfelf had delivered by 
the hand of Moſes. 

2. It ſeems to me, to be probable, that 
according to the law of Moſes, no uncir- 
eumeiſed mem could refide; or be ſtated inha- 
bitants in the land of Hrach, Or, as I ex- 
preſſed it ſome while (d) ago, It ſeems to 
me, that none but proſelytes, or circum- 
ciſed men, had the privilege of a ſettled 
abode, or refidence there, that is, to ſo- 
journ in the land. However, I think, there 
muſt have been an exception for travellers 
paſſing through the countrey, even though 
they were idolaters, and alſo for ſome, 
whoſe: traffick was needfull, and therefore 
allowed. As Patrick ſays upon Deut. xiv, 21. 
There were ſome, called Nocberim, which 
we tranſlate aliens: who were mere Gentils, 
and not ſuffered to have an habitation'among 
them, but only to come and go in their 
traffick among them.“ 

I hall no argue this point mote diſtinct- 
ly from divers conſiderations. 

| G 4 In 

(4) The Supplement. Vol. 3. p. 132. 
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In the firſt place, I argue it from the 
law of circumciſion, as delivered to Abra- 
ham. For, as our Saviour himſelf ſaid to 
the Jews of his time, circumciſion is not of 
| Moſes, but of the fathers. John vii. 22. The 

original law is in Gen. xvii. 11. . 14. And 
ye ſhall circumciſe the fleſh of your foreſkin. 
And it ſhall be a token of the covenant be- 
twix! me and thee. And be that is eight days 
old, ſhall be circumciſed among you. Every 
man- cbild in your generations, he that is born 
in the bouſe, or bought with money, muſt needs 
be circumciſed. And my covenant ſhall be in 
your fleſh for an everlaſting covenant : And 
the uncircumciſed man- child, whoſe fleſh of 
his foreſkin is not circumciſed, that foul ſhall 
be cut off from his people. He bas broken my 
covenant. Afterwards ver. 2 3. And Abra- 


ham took Iſhmael, his ſon, and all that were 
bern in bis houſe, and all that were bought 


with his money, every male among the men of 
Abraham's houſe : and circumciſed the fleſh of 
their foreſkin, in the ſelf-ſame day, as God 
had commanded bim. And ſce what follows 
to the end of ver. 27. 

That 1s the law, which God gave to 
Abraham, and Moſes afterwards delivered 


to 
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to the Children of Iſrael, when they were 
multiplied, and were become a nation, 

And the inſtitution of the paſſover is to 
this purpoſe, Ex, xii. 43. 44. This is the or- 
dinance of the paſſover. There ſhall no 
ranger eat thereof. In the Hebr, Every 
ſon of the ſtranger ſhall not eat thereof. Gr. 
Tas aoyers, But every man's ſervant that 
is bought with money, when thou' haſt circum- 
ciſed bim, then ſhall be eat thereof. And 
ver. 48. When a ſtranger ſhall ſojourn with 
thee, and will keep the paſſover to the Lord, 
let all his males be circumciſed. And then let 
tim come near, and keep it. 

Such laws muſt have made circumciſion 
very general in that countrey. 

When the oppreſſion, which the Jewiſh 
people had labored under, in the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, was abated, and - 
Mattathias had come out of his retirement 
e) and had got a number of men about 
him; it is ſaid 1 Macc. ii. 45. 46. Then 
Mattathias, and his friends, went round 
about, and pulled down the altars. And 
what children ſoever they found within the 

coaſt of Iſrael uncircumciſed, thoſe they cir- 
cumciſed 
ſe See Prideaux Conn. year before Chriſt, 165. vol. 2. p. 182. 
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cumciſed valiantly : that is, reſolutly, ſtrenu- 
ouſly, without ſcruple, being perſuaded, 
that they had a right ſo to do. 

Hyrcanus having conquered the Idumeans, 
in ( the year before Chrift, 129. as (g 
Joſephus ſays, he permitted them to re- 
main in the countrey, if they confented to 
be circumciſed, and to obſerve the Jewiſh 
laws: which they engaged to do, rather 
than leave their countrey. And from that 
time they became Jews.” - | 
Afterwards, in (5) the year before Chrift, 
106. „ Ariſtobulus, as we alſo learn from 
(i) Joſephus, having ſubdued the Itureans, 
added a large part of their countrey to 
Judea, and obliged the inhabitants, if they 
would ſtay in that countrey, to be circum- 
ciſed, and to live according to the laws of 
the Jews.” 
I I fuppoſe, that this was done, becauſe 
thoſe: countreys were reckoned} to be part of 
the land, which God had given to the 
Children of Iſrael. 

Seventhly, What has been juſt faid under 
the foregoing particular, muſt needs render 

"© 


(Fj. Prid. as before p. 307, 
(g) Antig. 1.13. c. ix. F. 1. 
(hb) Prid: N 370. 

Ci) Antig. I. 13. cap. xi. 3. 


3) 
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it probable, that by the Hranger, the firan« 
ger within thy gates, the firanger that fa- 
Jaurneth with thee, ſo often mentioned in 
the law of Maſes, and other books of the 
Old Teſtament, are meant proſelytes, men 
eircumciſed after the law of Moſes. 
Nevertheleſs I (hall here farther add ſome 
other proof, which may be reckoned more 
particular and poſitive, The argument, 
which I now aim at, is this. The fame 
religious ordinances. are given to the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and to the ſtrangers ſojourning 
among them, and under the fame penalties. 
Lev. xvii, 8... 10. And thou fhalt ſay 
unto them: Whatſoever man there be gf 
the houſe of Iſrael, or of the firangers 
that ſojourn among you, that offereth a 
burnt offering, or a ſacrifice: and bringeth 
it nat to the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, io offer it unto the Lord, even 
- that man ſhall be cut off from among bis peo 
ple. And whatever man there ſhall be of 
the houſe of Iſrael, or of the ſtrangers that 
eur among you, that eateth any manner of 
Baud, I will even ſet . my face againſt that 
foul that eateth bloud, and will cut him off 
from amang bis people. ver. 13. And what- 
He ver man there be of the children. of Iſrael, 


or 
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or of the ſtrangers that ſojourn among you, 
which bunteth, and catcheth any beaſt, or fowl, 
that may be eaten, he ſhall even pour out the 
bloud thereof, and cover it with duſt. 15.16. 
And every ſoul that eateth that which died 
of itſelf, or that which was torn with beaſts, 
whether he be one of your own countrey, or a 
Aranger, be ſhall both waſh his cloths, and 
bathe himſelf in water, and be unclean untill 
the even. Then ſhall he be clean, But if be 
waſh not himſelf, nor bathe his fleſh, then he 
ſhall bear his iniquity. 

I might add other texts. But theſe appear 
to be ſufficient. Theſe prohibitions are de- 
livered equally to the children of Iſrael, and 
to ſtrangers that ſojourned with them. And 
the penalty of tranſgreſſion is that of being 
cut off from his people, Therefore this ſo- 
journing ſtranger was one, who had joyned 
himſelf to the houſe of Iſrael, or the Jewiſh 
people, by circumcifion. Otherwiſe he 
could not have been cut off from them. 
I do not now quote any more places at 
length. But I would refer to Numb. xv, 
13. . 16. and 25. 31. | 
Eigbibiy. If obſerving the above-men- 
tioned precepts of the Sons of Noah qua- 
lifed men to reſide in the land of Iſrael : 


I pre- 
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I preſume, it muſt have been lawfull for 
Jews to converſe with them: and that they 
might do ſo, without contracting any Pg 
impurity. 

Nevertheleſs St. Peter was ſhy of conver- 
ſing with Cornelius of Ceſarea, When he 
came to his houſe, he told him, and his 
companie, they knew, how it was an unlawful 
thing, for a man that is a Jeu, to keep com- 
panie, or come unto one of another nation. 
Acts x. 28. And when St. Peter was come 
back to Jeruſalem, they that were of the cir- 
cumciſion contended with bim, ſaying : Thou 
wenteſt in to men uncircumciſed, and * eat 
with them. ch. xi. 2. 3. 

Of that centurion it is ſaid, bat he feared 
God, with all bis houſe, that he gave much 
alms to the people, and that be prayed to 
God always. Cornelius therefore was not a 
tranſgreſſor of any of the precepts of the 
ſons of Noah. He was not an idolater, 
nor a blaſphemer, nor unjuſt and rapacious: 
nor did he indulge himſelf in the practiſe 
of abominable filthinefle. And yet, we 
ſee, from authentic evidence, that it was 
not lawfull for a Jew to converſe with him. 
Indeed, he lived at Ceſarea, a part of the land 
of Iſrael. But ſo did many idolaters, at 


that 
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that time, under the Romans. It was not 
then in the power of the Jews to exclude 
any men, who were admitted by their 
maſters, 2th 

Once more, ninthiy, the ſeven precepts 
of Noah, or the ſons of Noah, can afford 
no help for explaining the regulations of the 
Council at Jeruſalem. For there is no re- 
ſemblance between them. Nor have they 
any relation to each other. The Noachic 


Precepts are all of the moral kind, as was 
ſhewn juſt now : thoſe of the Apoſtles and 


Elders at Jeruſalem are, all of them, things 

indifferent, as will be ſhewn hereafter. 
And, if the ſeven precepts of Noah are 
an invention of modern Jews: as ſome 
learned men of the beſt underſtanding ( 
have 


A defire the reader to look back to p. 85. note. (c.) I add 
here the judgements of others, 

Mihi dabiae ſubleſtaeque ſidei videtur quicquid Jadaei de 
his Noachidarum praeceptis, eorumque antiquitate et origine 
tradant . . . Nam fi Adamo in paradiſo, vel Noachi filiis 
faerunt mandata ; cur de iis in ſacris literis, et Joſeph ſcrip- 
tis, eſt ſilentium ? D. Salom. Deyling. Obſervation. Sacrar. P. 
ſecund, &fc, Obſer. 38. F. ix. p. 465. &c. 

« « » peregrinus tuus, qui in portis tuis.] LXX, Int. 6 mpogiAvres 
& rape v Notum quidem eſt, quid Rabbini de pro- 
ſelytis ſentiant, quidve olim ab Hebraeis veteribus ex iis 
poſtulatum fuiſſe, exiſtiment, Sed cum multa aut prorſus fin- 

gunt, 
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have argued : it is great pity, that ſo much 
regard has been ſhewn to them by Chriſ- 
tians, who profeſs a zeal for truth, and 
are deſirous to know the right interpretation 
of the Scriptures. Though they are pom- 
poully called precepts of Adam and Noah, 
as if they had been delivered to the firſt 
man that lived on this earth, and to him 
who eſcaped the deluge, from whom all 
who have ſince lived on this earth are de- 
ſcended: they are, in this ſyſtem and col- 
lection, a modern invention, and were un- 
known to Chriſt's Apoſtles. We might as 
well attempt to explain the Scriptures by the 
decrees of the Council of Trent, or the 
ſynod of Dort, as the Apoſtolic Decree by 
theſe ſeven precepts. 


III. I have ſpoke my mind concerning 
the Noachic precepts. I ſhould now proceed 
to conſider the firſt queſtion, propoſed by 
our Author at the head of this Diſſertation. 
To whom the Apoſtolic Decree was directed. 
But 


gunt, aut ex ſui aevi moribus judicent, tutum non eſt 1is omnia 


credere. Cleric. in Ex. xx. 10. 


« And indeed the modern Rabbins are of ſmall authority 
in all ſuch matters of remote antiquity” Yhiflon note ( 
wpon Foſephus, of the Fewiſo War. B. 6. ch. v. 3. 


That there 
was but 
one Sort of 
Few 
Proſelytes. 
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But this queſtion I have anſwered (0) for- 
merly, It was directed to all Gentil con- 
verts whatever. The letter is inſcribed Acts 
xv. 23. 70 the brethren, which are of the Gen- 
tils in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. To 
them the Epiſtle was inſcribed, to them it 
was ſent, and to them it was delivered by 
the meſſengers, who carried it from Jeru- 
falem. And afterwards, Acts xvi. 1.. 4. 
When Paul and Silas left Antioch, they came 
to Derbe, and Lyſira ... And as they went 
through the cities, they delivered them the de- 
crees to keep, that were ordained by the Apoſ- 
tles and Elders, which were at Jeruſalem. 
And that the Decree was deſigned for all 
Gentils, appears from the words of St. 
James, who propoſed it. ver. 19. Wherefore 
my ſentence is, that we trouble not them, which 
from among the Gentils are turned to God. 
And long after this, when St. Paul was come 
again to Jeruſalem, the ſame James, the re- 
fiding Apoſtle in that city, ſays to him. 
xxi. 25. As touching the Gentils, which believe, 
ave have written, and concluded. 

And from the begining all Chriſtians 
every where, for a good while, ſuppoſed 
themſelves to be bound «4 them, and did 

| obſerve 


(1) See the Supplement. — 3. P. 145. «14 
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obſerve them, as we know from many an- 
cient authors ſtill exſtant. But ſince the 
fourth centurie, they have been little regarded 
by thoſe Chriſtians, who () uſed the Latin 
tongue. 70 

Moreover, I did formerly (n) allege a paſ- 
ſage of Mr, Hallett, arguing very clearly, 
and ſtrongly to the like purpoſe. 

I did likewiſe at that time argue, that (a) 
there never were, in ancient times, among 
the Jews, two ſorts of proſelytes: and that 
all thoſe men, who, in the Old Teſtament, 
are called proſelytes, or ſirangers, or flrangers 
within thy gates, were men circumciſed. I 
have here added more arguments to the 
ſame purpoſe in the obſervations upon the 


Noachic precepts. 
I muſt therefore entreat thoſe learned 


men, who ſay, the regulations of the Apoſ- 
tles and Elders at Jeruſalem were lent to un- 
circumciſed Gentils, whom they call pra- 
ſelytes of the gate, to give ſome better proof, 
that there were ſuch men, than they have 


yet done. Otherwiſe, I muſt ſtill think 
H their 


(m) See the chapter of St. Cyprian, before referred to, vol. 4+ 


Pe 793 
(n) The Supplement. vol. 3. p. 146. 


(e The ſame. p. 1 30. Cc. 
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their ſcheme chimerical, and without _ 
dation, 

They are the more obliged to do this be- 
cauſe upon many other occaſions, they 
bring in thoſe half profelytes, in their ex- 
plications of the Scriptures. 

To call any . uncircumciſed men Jewiſh 
Proſelytes, as our learned author does here, 
though ſuch men are never called proſe- 
lytes in the New Teſtament: nor, as I 
think, in the Old: is unwarrantable, and 
unbecoming men, who profeſs to be in- 
quirers after truth r. 

An uncircumtiſed proſelyte appears to me 
to be as truly an impropriety, and contradic- 
tion, as an uncircumciſed Few. For a proſe- 
lyte is a Jew by religion, though not by 
birth, 

I am arguing with my late learned friend 
whoſe Diſſertations are before me. But I 
ought to be underſtood to argue with all 
| others, 

+4 Dr. Ward is not alone in this way of ſpeaking. Dr. 
Hammond's paraphraſe of Acts x, 2. in Le Clerc's Latin ver- 
ſion is thus: Hic Cornelius erat Judaicae religionis Proſelytus 
. licet circumciſus non eſſet. Ido not ſee, how any men of 
judgement and candour can approve of this, For a paraphraſt 


ought not to add to the original. See by all means Dr. Dod- 
dridge's note (5) upon that text. 
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others, who have adopted the ſame ſenti- 
ment. 

It is not to be expected, that I ſhauld re- 
peat here what I ſaid ( formerly. But, if 
I could contribute any thing farther toward 
clearing up this point, I ſhould willingly add 
a few more obſervatians. 

I then /g) ſaid. I did nat believe, that 
the notion of two ſorts of Jewiſh proſelytes 
can be found in any Chriſtian writer, before 
the fourteenth centurie, ar later.” 

I ſhall now add. I cannot at preſent ſay 
certainly, which is the moſt ancient Com- 
mentator, in whom I haye met with it: 
whether Cardinal Cajetan, or Alphonſus 
Toſtatus, or another. For I cannot now refer 
to the place. I either made no written ex- 
tract, or have loſt it. But I well remember 
to have read in ſome Commentator about 
their times, this obſervation, Some ſay, 
there were two ſorts of Jewiſh proſelytes. But 
it is a miſtake, There was but one, That is 
proof, that the notion of two ſorts of pro- 
ſelytes was then embraced by ſome. 

But though I cannot now ſay, where I 
met with that obſervation; I have by me 

H 2 divers 


p See the third volume of the Supplement. p. 1 29. ++ 150, 
7 of 136, 


r 
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divers extracts made from Alphonſus Toſta- 
tus, who (7) flouriſhed in the fifteenth cen- 
turie, and died in the year 1454. From 
which extracts it appears, that himſelf ac- 
knowledged but one ſort of Jewiſh proſelytes, 
and that by ftrangers within their gates, and 
ſojourners, he underſtood men circumciſed, 
who had embraced the Jewiſh religion. 

Upon Exodus ch. xii. he ſays, A (5) 
native is he, who was born in the Hebrew 
religion, having a Hebrew father. A ſo- 
journer is one, who comes from Gentiliſm 
into the Jewiſh religion.“ 

Upon Exodus xx. explaining the fourth 
commandment, he ſays, That (*) by 
ſtranger within thy gates are meant converts 
from Gentiliſm to Judaiſm, They alſo muſt 
obſerve the ſabbath. They dwell within thy 


gates, 


(r) Ste Du Pin, and Morery. 

) Indigena dicitur, qui in Habraeorum ritu natus eſt, quia 
patrem Hebraeum habebat. Colonus dicitur, qui ad colen- 
dum verum Deum tranſit ad ritum Judaicum veniens de Gen- 
tilitate, In Ex. cap. xii. Qu. Iuiii. T. 2. p. 160. E. Colon, 
Arip. 1613. 

(% Aduena, qui off intra portas tuas.] Id eſt, etiam obſerva. 
bunt diem Sabbati advenae de Gentilitate converſi ad judaiſ- 
mum. Et iſti ſunt intra portas tuas, id eſt, intra portas civitatum 
tuarum. In Ex. xx. Qu. xiv, 
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gates, that is, within the gates of thy 
cities. | | 

Upon Matt, xxiii. 15. he ſays. ** Profe- 
lyte (+) denotes a man converted to Judaiſm, 
The Jewiſh people conſiſted of two parts, 
Some were Jews by ancient deſcent, and 
were called children of Iſrael : others were 
converted from among the nations to ſudaiſm. 
And theſe were called by three names, ſo- 
journers, ſtrangers, and proſelytes. Thoſe 
two diviſions are very common in the books 


of Moſes: the children of Iſrael, and the 


flrangers that ſojourn among you : particularly 
in the ſeventeenth chapter of Leviticus : that 
is, ſuch as were Jews by birth, or ſuch as 
were converted to Judaiſm. So alſo Ezek. 

H 3 xiv. 


(+) Dicendum eſt, quod proſelytus denotat hominem conver- 
ſum ad Judaiſmum. Judaei autem diſtinguebantur in duo, 
quia quidam ex origine prima erant Judaei, et iſti vocabantur 
filii Iſrael. Alii erant converſi de Gentibus ad Judaiſmum, 
Et iſti vocabantur tribus nominibus, ſc. advenae, peregrini, 
et proſelyti. Et iſta duo nomina ſunt multum uſitata in libris 
Moyſi: ſc. homo de filiis Iſrael, et de advenis, qui peregri- 
nantur inter vos. Lev. xvii, id eſt, five fit de Judaeis ex genere, 
five de illis qui converſi fuerunt ad Judaiſmum. Ezech. xiv. 
Homo de domo Iſrael, et de proſelytis, quicunque advena fue- 
rit in Iſrael, ſi alienatus fuerit a me, et poſuerit idola ſua in 
corde ſuo. Ex quo apparet, quod erat jam converſus ad Deum, 
qui proſelytus eſt, quia alias non potuit a Deo alienari. &c. 
In Matt, cap. xxiii. Qu. 87. p. 325. 
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xiv. 1. Every one of the houſe of Iſrael, or 
of the ſtranger that ſcjourneth in 1ſrael, which 


Separateth bimſelf from me, and ſetteth up bis 
rdols in bis heart. It is evident, that by the 


ranger is meant a proſelyte, who had been 

converted to God. Otherwiſe he could not 

be ſeparated from him.” 
I have tranſeribed but a ſmall part of his 


notes upon Matt. xXiit. 15. Which are large, 


and well deſerve to be read by ſuch as have 
opportunity. So far as Jam able to judge, 
he always ſpeaks agreeably to the true te- 
nour of the Moſaic Law, and is altogether 
unbiaſſed by modern Rabbinical interpreta- 
tions. 

I cannot fay, whether Eraſmus was ac- 
quainted with the notion of two ſorts of 
proſelytes, or not. He ſpeaks very judici- 
ouſly in his comment upon Matt, xxin. 15. 


Where he ſays: © Profelyte (7) is a Greek 


word, equivalent to ſtranger. For fo 

the Hebrews called thoſe, whom they re- 

ceived from other nations into communion 
with them,” 

Philip 

% Proſelytus Graeca vox eſt, THPITTAUTOE, nobis advena. 


Sic enim dicebatur Hebracis, quem ex aliena natione in ſuae 
legis confortium receperant. Eraſm. 
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Philip Melancthon alſo was a learned man. 
He was born in 1497. and died in 1560. J 
think, we may be poſitive, that he knew 
nothing of any proſelytes, but ſuch as were 
circumciſed, and thereby obliged to obſerve 
all the ritual ordinances of the law of Moſes. 
His comment upon Matt. xxiii. 15. is very 
obſervable. AndT fhall tranſcribe (7) it. 
Here you may learn, that God had a 
church at all times, even among the Gen- 
tils. And in the times of the kingdom of 
Iſrael and Judah there were three ſtates of 
men, who were members of the church, 


H 4 The 


(% Hie diſcatis, quod Deus omni tempore fibi colligit ec- 
eleſiam, etiam ex gentibus. Ac tempore regni Iſrael et Juda, 
erant tres ſtatus hominum, qui erant membra eccleſiae. 

Primus ſtatus erat ſemen Abrahae. Hic oportuit circumcidi, 
et ſervare ceremonias juxta legem Moſi. 

Secundus ſtatus erat proſelytorum, id eſt, advenarum, 
qui non erant nati ex ſemine Abrahae, ſed tamen volebant 
eſſe pars hujus populi, et volebant circumcidi. Hi, quia vo- 
lebant circumcidi, debebant etiam ſervare alias ceremonias, ut 
Urias. | 
Tertius ſtatus erat, qui in Actis vocantur, viri religioſi, id 
eſt, Ethnici, ut Nahaman Syrus, Nabocodonoſor, Cyrus, 
Cornelius, et alii multi. Qui diſcebant promiſſiones de venturo 
Meſſia, et doctinam de vero Deo, et de bonis operibus, juxta 
Decalogum. Et tamen nec circumciſi erant, nec ſervabant 
ceremonias Moſaicas, Mælandi bon. in Matt. T. 3. p. 545 · Witteb. 


1563. 
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The firſt ſtate were the ſeed of Abraham, 
Thoſe were to be circumciſed, and to keep 
the ceremonies according to the law of 
Moſes. 

The ſecond ſtate was that of the Pro- 
ſelytes, that is, ſtrangers, who were not of 
the ſeed of Abraham, but yet were will- 
ing to be a part of that people, and were 
willing to be circumciſed. Theſe, becauſe 
they were willing to be circumciſed, were 
bound to obſerve all the other ceremonies. 
Of this number was Urias. 

The third flate are ſuch as in the AQs 
are called religious men, that is, Heathens, 
as Naaman the Syrian, Nabuchodonoſor, 
Cyrus, Cornclius, and many others, who 
learned the promiſes concerning the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah, and the doctrine con- 
cerning the true God, and concerning good 
works, agreeably to the decalogue, Theſe 
were not circumciſed, nor did they obſerve 
the Moſaic ceremonies,” F 
So writes Melancthon, and, as I think, ac- 
cording to the ſenſe of all Chriſtian writers of 


the farſt twelve centuries, and later. 


I ſhall not proceed any lower in the in- 
quiry, when that opinion, which now pre- 
vails 
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vails ſo much, had it's firſt riſe among 
Chriſtians. 

But I ſhall proceed in my argument. 

The word, proſelyte, occurs four times 
in the books of the New Teſtament (). 
Matt. xxiu. 1 5. Acts ii. 10. vi. 5. and xili. 
43. I ſuppoſe it to be univerſally allowed by 
learned men, that in the firſt three texts by 
proſelyte is intended a man circumciſed 
after the manner of Moſes. Nor do I know; 
that there is any doubt about the fourth and 
laſt text. And the place was ſo underſtood 
by (x) ancient Chriſtian writers. And 
among the moderns Grotius is very clear, 
that (y) hereby are intended proſelytes, or 

a as 


(a) The note of Lucas Brugenſis upon Matt, xxiii. 15. is fo 
neat, and pertinent, that I ſhall put it down here. Praſelytum.] 
Graeca vox eſt, Latine ſonans advenam, quem Hebrae! effe- 
runt Ger. qua ſignificant eum, quem ex aliena natione in ſuae 
legis conſortium adduxerint : qui a Gentilitate ad Judaiſmum 
adductus eſt, non natione Judaeus, ſed adoptione fact us, ac 
in Legis Moſaicae foedera acceptus : quaſi dicas adventitium 
ad religionem, quod opponitur Judaeo nato Luc. Brug. 

(x) Secuti ſunt multi Judatorum, et colentium aduenarum . « 
Significat eos, qui natura gentiles erant, ſed religione Judaei, 
quos Graeci proſelytos vocant. Bed. in loc. Vid. et Oecum. in 
loc. p. 115. 116. 

(y ) Colentium advenarum.) Non Graecorum, ſed eorum, 
qui legi Moſis ſe ſubdiderant, advenae juſtitiae. Grot. is 
Ad, xiii. 43. 
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as he calls them, after the now prevailing 
cuſtom, and to prevent miſtake, proſelytes 
of righteouſneſle. | 
However, as this text is ſomewhat parti- 
cular, I ſhall conſider it diſtinctly. Now 
when the congregation was broken up, many 
of the Jeus, and religious proſelytes, followed 
Paul and Barnabas, who ſpeaking to them, 
perſuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 
Tay oeCopevuy mporyuruwv. 1 know, that by 
oeGpeve, in this place, Dr. Ward did not 
underſtand a religious diſtinction or denomi- 
nation, but a perſonal character. Oecume- 
nius ſpeaks to the like purpoſe. He ſays, 
ce Theſe (2) perſons were fo called, becauſe 


they were fincere and fervent in their reli- 


gion.“ It is uſed in the ſame ſenſe by Joſe- 
phus, when he ſays, that (a) Alexandra, 
widow of Alexander Jannacus, was a religi- 

ous woman, or religious toward God. 
Afterwards Oecumenius ſeems to give 
another interpretation, ſaying; Or 
| other- 


( Ss Cob ruc evraule Te vo! meorav Tos mw} T3 S 
Cg beo rat Þrantvy not CmurTt; Tov , pANAG 
x, Orcum. in Ad. Ap. p. 115. a 

(a) . . un rer r N De B. F. I. 1. v. 2. And ee 
the Credibility. c. P. i. p. 357.34. e. 
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(6) otherwiſe, he calls the proſelytes wor- 
fipers, properly, He addreſſeth himſelf to 
them before, ſaying, Men: of {/racl, and ye 
that fear God. Comp. ver. 16. and 26. ] call- 
ing the proſelytes men that feared God. Thus 
he gives to the former, the honour of their 
birth, calling them men of {/rae/l. And 
though he could not ſay that of the other, 
he makes them equal for their religion.“ 
The place is ſomewhat obſcure, But 1 think, 
he intends to ſay, that St. Luke, by calling 
thoſe men worſbipers, makes them equal 
to the Iſraelites, in point of religion, be- 
cauſe the word wor/hiper does properly de- 
note one who is proſelyted to the Jewith re- 
ligion: whereas fearing God might be aſ- 
cribed to other men, who were not ſo united 
to the Jewiſh people. 

There is one place in Joſephus, where 
this word is uſed, . which appears to be very 
remarkable, It is in his account of the 


plundering the temple at Jeruſalem, by 
Craſſus, 


(b) . .. I ct ou id ig mpoonhuTes anti. Kat Snpmyopas 
Apo hu, x2} ν , Abd erg Topennirei, x ou A uu 
14 A To Oed, @9Cs4evs; Tov Otoy 788 FP0TNAUTE; ec, 
Tis {iv d Ts νEνẽ eit vai lopannivas eZoovil a, 
4 , 57, H rv kev ini, dad Opnoxiuas j,. Ib. p. 
11 
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Craſſus, in the year before Chriſt, 54. 
Nor ought it to be thought ſtrange, ſays 
(c) Joſephus, that there ſhould be ſuch riches 
in our temple, when all the Jews and wor- 
ſhipers of God from every part of the world, 
from Europe and Afia, had been ſending 
preſents thither for ſeveral ages,” 

By worſbi pers in this place, I think, muſt 
be meant proſelytes. And worſhtipers here is 
a ſort of technical word, like that of proſe- 
lytes, denoting men that had joyned them- 


| ſelves to the Jewiſh people, and were, by 


religion, though not by birth, Jews. I do 
not deny, that ſome men, who were not 
proſelytes, but downright heathens, and 
idolaters, did ſometimes, of their own ac- 


cord, and freely, ſend preſents to the Jewiſh 


temple. But here Joſephus ſays, that all 


worſhipers, as well as Jews, ſent preſents 


to the temple. We are thereby led to un- 
derſtand proſelytes, who were as much 
obliged to pay reſpect to the temple, as 
Jews by deſcent. 

This word is found ſeveral times in the 
Acts, and, as ſeems to me, 1n it's proper 
ſenſe. I ſhall conſider all thoſe texts. 

Acts 


c. . merrov r natd THI eν¹um Ted dj , x g- 
Pvav Tov Oz, Ant. I. 14. vii. 2. 
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Acts xiii. 50. But the (d) Jews flirred up 
the devout, [rather, the worſhiping] and ho- 
norable women, and the chief men of the city, 
and raiſed perſecution againſt Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and expelled them out of their coaſts. 

Theſe, might be called, not improperly, 
proſelytes : though never initiated by any 
particular rite, Later Jews may ſay, that 
(e) women were initiated by baptiſm. But 
there is no ground for it in the law of Moſes, I 
think, that women were firſt ſo honoured, and 
diſtinguiſhed under the goſpel- diſpenſation. 
Therefore St. Paul ſays, that there is neither 
male, nor female . . . For ye are all one in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Gal. iii. 28. And we are aſ- 
ſured, that when the people of Samaria 
believed Philip, preaching the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God, and the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptiſed both men and 
women, Acts viii. 12. And Lydia and her 
houſhold were baptiſed. Acts xvi. 1 5. 

I pay no regard to what the later Jewiſh 
Rabbins ſay of the method of initiating pro- 

ſelytes, 


%) Ot d Id ai; mapm Tevar T4; Ce ode. x 
Tas iuq hovers, xd Tos APaTES rg TOAEWS» 

(e] The Rabbinical accounts of initiating proſelytes may be ſeen 
in Reland. Antig. Hebr. P. 2. cap. 7. p. 246. and Moſes 
Maimonid. Tract. de Proſelytis. Cap. i. p. 113. 114. ex. ed. H. 
Prid, Oxon. 1679. | 
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ſelytes, by circumciſion, baptiſm, and facri- 
fice. Who have made void not only the 
moral, (with which our Lord often chargeth 
them, as Matt. xv. 1..9. Mark vii. 1... 13. 
and other places,) but alſo the ritual part of 
the law of God. Indeed, they had cor- 
rupted the Mofaic ritual, by numberleſs 
additions, before the coming of our Savi- 
our. As appears from the text of St. 
Mark, juſt referred to. Nor have they 
ceaſed to do the like fince. 

I think, as before ſaid, that women were 
firſt baptized under the evangelical diſpenſa- 
tion, I am alſo of opinion, that our Bleſſed 
Lord's fore- runner firſt made uſe of baptiſm, 
as an initiating ordinance. And therefore 
he was called the Baptiſt, O Barry; Matt. 
Ji. 1. and in many other places. Nor am] 
ſingular in this opinion. 

Joſephus (/) who makes ſo long a ficrle 
about circumciling Izates, does not ſay, that 


| Helena, his mother, was initiated by any 


external rite : though ſhe likewiſe embraced 


the Jewiſh Religion. 


The 


(f) Antig. 1. 20. cap. ii. 
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The worſhiping women, above-mentioned, 
whom g) Grotius calls proſelytes, were un- 
queſtionably, reckoned to be of the Jewiſh 
religion. Joſephus, ſpeaking of affairs in 
the year of Chriſt, 66, ſays, * The (þ) men 
of Damaſcus formed a defign to make away 


with all the Jews of that place. But they 
concealed their deſign from their wives, who, 
excepting a few only, were all devoted to 
the Jewiſh Religion.” 

Acts xvi. 13. 14. At Philippi in Mace- 
donia. And on the Sabbath we went out of the 
city by a river fide, where prayer was wont to 
be made. or, where an oratorie was appointed 
to be.] And we ſat down, and ſpake unto 
the women, which reſorted thither. And 4 
certain woman, named Lydia, a ſeller of pur- 
ple, of the city of Thyatira, which worſhiped 
God, beard us. C Tov Oed. 

Acts xvii. 1. . 4. And they came to 
Theſſalomca, where was a ſynagogue of the 
Jews, And Paul, as his manner was, went 

in 


(g) Td; o8Couivas yuiimas, mulieres religigſas.] Proſelytas. 
Nam erant et proſelyti in ea urbe, ut audivimus ſupra, ver. 43. 
Grot. in lac. 

E anioa; mi oNyar Urn ypiras Th I,, eng. 
De B. F. I. 2.xx.2, And ſee the Credibility, &c. P. i. ch. i. 
9.253. 
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in unto them. And three Sabbath days, ſuc- 
ceſſively, reaſoned with them out of the Scrip- 
tures. And ſome of them, that is, of the 
Jews, who were ſo by birth, or Iſraelites, 
believed, and conſorted with Paul and Silas : 
and of the devout, worſhiping, Greeks, a 
great multitude, and of the chief women, not 
a few. h TE S Comevuy SA ro Ag. 
Theſe worſbiping Greeks mult have been 
proſelytes. For they frequented the ſyna- 
gogue, and were admitted there without 
ſcruple. They were among the ordinarie, 
ſtated attendents on the worſhip there. 

It is true, when at Antioch, in Piſidia, it 
is ſaid, Acts xiii. 42. 44. And when the Jews 
were gone out of the ſjnagogue, the Gentils be- 
ſought, that theſe words might be preached unto 
them the next Sabbath . . . And the next Sab- 
bath day came almoſt the whole city to hear the 
word of God, 

But this was an extraordinarie caſe. And 
under almoſt the whole city muſt be compre- 
hended many heathens and idolaters of the 
place. And from this very context it ap- 
pears, that none, beſide Jews and proſelytes, 
frequented the ſynagogue. For it is here 
ſaid, when the Jews were gone cut... the 
Gentils beſought that theſe words might be 

| preached 
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preached to them, Therefore they were not 
preſent at St. Paul's firſt diſcourſe. It was 
owing to ſome general rumour only, that 
their curioſity had been raiſed. 

St. Luke, in the place juſt cited from 
Acts xvii. at the begining, does not mention 
St. Paul's preaching at Theſſalonica, to any, 
beſide eus, and worſhiping Greeks. Ne- 
vertheleſs the Apoſtle, in his firſt epiſtle to 
the Theſſalonians, ch. i. 9. writes to them, 
as having turned to God from idols, to ſerve 
the living God. St. Paul therefore, whilſt 
at Theſſalonica, either between the Sabbaths 
above mentioned, or afterwards, muſt have 
preached to, and converted a conſiderable 
number of Gentils. And there (i ſeems 
good reaſon to think, that the Apoſtle and 
his fellow - labourers ſtayed longer at Theſſa- 
lonica, than three weeks. For, whilſt he 
was there, the Philippians ſent once and 
again to his neceſſity. Philip. iv. 16. He alſo 
reminds the. Theſſalonians, that whilſt he 
was with them, he and his companions la- 
bored night and day, that they might not be 


chargeable to any of them. 
1 Acts 


(i See Dr, Benſon's Hiſtory of the firſt Hanting the Chriſtian 
Religion, B. 3. ch. v. Sect. v. p. 99. 
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Acts xvii. 17. At Athens. Therefore dif- 
puted he in the ſynagogue with the Jews, and 
with the devout perjons, and in the market 
daily with them that met bim. Audeyero. je 
£v EV Th ce u Toi; TE0UOK xc. rb O. 
It ſhould have been rendred, with tbe Fews, 
and the Warſhipers, agreeably to the. (4) 
Latin Vulgat, here, and elſewhere, et co- 
lentibus, not religiofis, as in Beza. 

Theſe were proſelytes. For they fre- 
quented the ſynagogue equally with the 
Jews. And Paul applied himſelf equally 
to them. This, as we learned from the 
paſſage of Joſephus, before quoted, was the 
proper diſtinction and denomination of thoſe, 
who by proſelytiſm joyned themſelves to the 
people of Iſrael, They were not of the 
ſtock of Iſrael. But they worſhiped with 
them, in ſynagogues, and at the temple, 
They payed tribute to the temple, as other 
Jews did. They might offer ſacrifices there, 
and they kept the paſſover. In other 
words, they were in full communion with 
the People of Iſrael in religious ordinances, 
"my partook with them | in all their religious 


privi- 


(4) Diſputabat igitur in ſynagoga cum Judaeis, et colenti- 


bus, et in foro, per omnes dies, ad eos qui aderant, ot 
Lat, 
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privileges, and joyned with them in all 
their ſolemnities. They were therefore 
very properly called Worſhipers. 

Acts xvili.1 ... 7. After theſe clings 
Paul departed from Athens, and came to 
Corinth. . . And he reaſoned in the ſynagogue 
every Sabbath, and perſuaded the Fews and 
the Greeks. And when Silas and Timothie 
were come from Macedonia, Paul was preſs 
fed in ſpirit, and teſtified to the Jews, that 
Feſus was the Chriſt. And when they oppoſed 
tbemſelves, and blaſphemed ; he ſhook bis rats 
ment, and ſaid unto them : Your bloud be 
upon your own beads. I am clean, Hence- 
forth I will go unto the Gentils, And be 
departed thence, and entred into a certain 
man's houſe, named uſtus, one that worſhiped 
God, whoſe houſe joyned hard to the ſynagogue, 

Who worſhiped God, o:Gopeve Tov Ot. Juſtus 
was a proſelyte. He was one of thoſe 
Greeks, whom Paul perſuaded, together with 
the Jews, in the ſynagogue, And Juſtus 
was convinced by what Paul ſaid, and be- 
came a Chriſtian, That Paul, whilſt in 
the ſynagogue, preached toJews only, that is, 
to men circumcited, Jews by birth, or by 
religion, is apparent from the hiſtorie. ver, 


4. 5. And be reaſoned in the ſynagogue every 
I 2 ſabbath, 
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Jabbath, and perſuaded the Jews and the 
Greeks. And when Silas and Timothie were 
come from Macedonia, Paul was preſſed in 
ſpirit, and teſtified to the Jews, that Jeſus 
was the Chri/l: That is, upon the coming 
of thoſe two, his fellow-laborers, he was 
encouraged: and alſo animated with the 
greateſt ardour : and once more, and finally, 
teſtified to the Jews, that Jeſus was the ex- 
pected, and promiſed Meſſiah.“ But when 
they oppoſed themſelves, and blaſphemed ; he 
ſhook his raiment, and ſaid unto them : Your 
bloud be upon your own heads, I am clean. 
Henceforth I will go unto the Gentils,, © 

Let this ſuffice for explaining the word 
HE, wor ſhi per. 

I non intend to take notice of ſome other 
Greek words, which in our tranſlation are 
rendred devour. 

Acts x. 1. 2. There was a certain man in 
Ceſarea, called Cornelius , . . a devout man, 
and one that feared God, with all his houſe. 
evoeGCng. It ſhould be rendred prous. 

Ver. 7. And when the angel, which ſpake 
unto Cornelius, was departed, he called two 
F his houſhold ſervants, and a devout ſoldier, 
of them that waited upon him continually. 


gferri r ẽ SC. 
Here 


Ch. VII. Of the Apoſtolic Decree, Acts xv. 117 


Here again is the ſame Greek word, 
which ſhould be tranſlated pious. It denotes 
not any religious diſtinction or denomina- 
tion: but is a perſonal character. Cornelius 
is never called a proſelyte, nor o:Coevoc, 
a worſhiper. And that he, and his familie, 
and all the companie at his houſe, were 
Gentils, and uncircumciſed, is manifeſt, as 
from other places, ſo particularly from ch. 
enn 

1 ſhall obſerve likewiſe upon another 
Greek word rendred by us devout, in ſome 
places. 

Luke ii. 25. And behold, there was a 
man in Feruſalem, whoſe name was Simeon. 
And the ſame man was juſt and devout, 
waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael. Kai 5 
evOpwmrog ouTog dixauog, xa evaictys. | ſhould be 
diſpoſed to render it thus: And be was a 
righteous, and underſtanding man. Simeon 
was righteous, or religious, and alſo know- 
ing and diſcreet, | 

Acts ii. 5. And there were dwelling at 
Jeruſalem, Fews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven. avpss erate. The 
ſame word again, and to be underſtood 
in the like manner: denoting, that there 
were then at Jeruſalem Jews from all parts, 

I 3 who 


The Occa- 


fron and 


Deſign of 
the Decree. 
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who were the moſt eminent men of the na- 
tion, and molt diſtinguiſhed for their zeal, 
their unde: ſtanding, and their outward cir- 
cumſtance and condition. 

Ch. viii. 2. And gevout men carried Stephen 
to. bis burial, Yuvexopuoay '0 Tov EvePavov 
Avdpec erate, I ſhould like to tranſlate 
the word in this place diſcreet, And diſ- 
creet men carried forth Stephen, and made 
great lamentation for bim. Such men were 
the belt fitted for the kind office, here ſpoken 
of, Wiſdom, or diſcretion, and circum» 
ſpection, appear to be included in the verb, 
as uſed in Acts xxiii. 10. and Hebr. xi. 7. 
And obſerve likewiſe the noun ſubſtantive 
in Heb. v. 7. 


IV. The other queſtion concerning the 
Apoſtolic Decree, at the head of this Diſſer- 
tation, is, Whether it uus perpetual, 

I now therefore intend to conſider the oc- 
caſion of it, and then to explain it. Where- 
in will be contained a ſufficient anſwer to the 
queſtion, propoſed above. 

I begin with laying down theſe ſeveral 
following propoſitions. | 
1. This Epiſtle, or Decree, was deſigned 
for the uſe and direction of all the Gentil 
converts 
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converts to Chriſtianity at that time, This 
was ſhewn before. And needs no enlarge- 
ment here. 

2. The ſeveral regulations of the Council 
at Jeruſalem relate to things in their own na- 
ture indifferent. 

I.) The point in controverſie relates to 
things in their own nature indifferent, 
Therefore it is likely, that the determination 
of the queſtion ſhould be of the like kind. 
The riſe of the controverſie, and all the de- 
bates upon the occaſion, lead us to think, 
that the regulations of the Council ſhould 
concern things indifferent, ritual, and cere- 
monial, There never was a queſtion, 
whether believers from among the Gentils 
ſhould obey the moral precepts of righteouſ- 
neſſe and true holinefſe. But the diſpute 
was, whether they ſhould be circumciſed, 
and obſerve the ritual ordinances of the law 
of Moſes, as the Jews did. 

They who have any doubt about this, 
ſhould do well to attend to the hiſtorie of 
this Council, and particularly the occaſion 
of it, at the begining of the fifteenth chap- 
ter of the book of the Acts, and through- 
out. However, I ſhall tranſcribe below the 


ſentiments of divers learned and judicious | 
I 4 Com- 
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Commentators (/) who ſpeak to the like 
purpoſe. To whom, poſſibly, ſome others 
may be added in the proceſſe of this argu- 
ment. | 

2.) The Apoſtles and Elders call what 
they recommend in their Epiſtle, a burden. 
Cees. ver. 28. It ſeemed good unto the Holy 
Ghoſt, and to us, to lay npon you no greater, 
burden, than theſe neceſſarie things. 

Which word may lead us to think, they 
intend not ſuch things as are in themſelves 
reaſonable, and always obligatorie, 

« Burden, ſay Beauſobre and Lenfant, in 
their note upon this place, is the ſame with 
yoke, mentioned ver, 10. Theſe expreſſions 
ſhew, that the diſcourſe is about ceremonial 
obſervances, which are conſidered as a yoke 
and burden, in oppoſition to moral precepts, 

which 


(/) Non cenſet, monendos pios ex Gentibus de 1is, quae 
ſatis didicerant: Deum colendum, unum verum, non falſos: 
ei omnem exhibundam reverentiam: abſtinendum a caedibus, 
a rapinis, injuriis, adulteriis, et inceſtis jure Gentium cognitis: 
jus cuique reddendum. Sed de iis monet, quae diſputationem 
recipere videbantur, et quae j udaeos poterant offendere, et 
impedire, quo minus pii ex Gentibus cum piis Hebraeis in 
unam eccleſiam coaleſcerent. Grat. in Ad. x. 20. ſub in. 

Haec ille ¶ Tertullianus] a ſcopo aberrans, cum nulla hic fit 
niſi rerum ſuapte natura mediarum mentio. Bex. annot. it 
Act. xv. 20. 
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which ought not to bereckoned burdenſome: 
fince the reaſon and conſciences of men 
teach them, that they are obligatorie in 

themſelves,” 

Rev. ii. 24. 25. . 1 will put upon you 
no other burden: Gg. But that which ye 
bave already, bold faſt, till I come. Where; 
I think, our exalted Lord refers to this De- 
cree of the Apoſtles. And he graciouſly de- 
clares, that this burden ſhould not always 
lye upon his people: but ſhould be taken 
off from them, when his religion had * 
greater progreſſe in the world. 

Our Lord inviting men to receive his in- 
ſtructions, as the rule of life, in order to 
their obtaining everlaſting ſalvation, ſays, 
Matt. xi. 30. My yoke is eaſie, and my burden 
ro Popriov pee is light. But he therein intends 
to ſay, as I apprehend, that his requirements 
are not burdenſome at all, and that obſerving 
them will afford great pleaſure and delight. 

So St. John ſays. 1 John v. 3. And bis 
commandments are not grievous. They are 
not grievous, or burdenſome, becauſe they 
are in themſelves reaſonable, and approve 


themſelves to the judgement and under- 
ſtanding of all men, 


As 
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As the things, recommended in this 
Epillle, are ſo diſtinctly ſpoken of, as a 
burden; it is likely, they were not then un- 
derſtood to be in themſelves reaſonable. 

3.) Another character of theſe regulations 
of the Council is, that they are neceſſarie 
things. By which I think ought to be un- 
derſtood ſuch things () as are expedient. 

Undoubtedly, moral virtues are of all 
things the-moſt neceffarie, according to the 
general uſe of the word among us. Both 
reaſon and revelation affure us of their ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. To promote real holineſſe 
is the great deſign of all true religion. Nor 
is any inſtitution ſo well ſuited to make men 
truly and eminently virtuous and holy, as 
the Chriſtian. Nevertheleſs in the language 
of the New Teſtament, moral virtues are 
not uſually called neceſſarie things, nor holi- 
neſſe, ſaid to be of neceſſity. Tam not aware 
of more than one text, in which any moral 
virtue is recommended under that character. 
It is Rom. xiti. 5. Wherefore (n) ye muſt 

needs 


( Neceſſaria autem hic intellige ad pacem Eccleſiae, quae 
tum erat, per tolerantiam infirmorum : non autem neceſſaria 
per ſe, et ſimpliciter, excepta ſcortatione. Piſcator in AF. 
xV.28 
(n) ai dnn. u. A. 
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needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but alſs 
for conſcience jake. In other places the mean- 
ing of the word is expedient, fit, proper, 
convenient, in certain ſeaſons and circum- 
ſtances, Says St, Paul to the Corinthians, 
Therefore (o) I thought it neceſſarie, to exhort 
the brethren to go before unto you, to make up 
beforeband your bounty, whereof ye bad notice 
before. 2 Cor, ix. 8. 

To the Philippians : Let (þ) I fuppoſed it 
neceſſarie to ſend unto you Epaphroditus, my 
brother. ti. 25. And, nevertheleſs to abide 
in the fleſh (q) is more necdfuil for you. i. 24. 
In the epiſtle to the Hebrews : I (7) was 
therefore neceſſarie, that the patterns of the 
things in the heavens ſhould be purified with 
theſe. ch. ix. 33. St. Luke in the Acts. 
Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
ſaid, It (s) was neceſſarie, that the word of 
God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken unto you. 
Acts xiii, 46. In all which places, as ſeems 


to me, this expreſſion denotes what is expe- 


dient, 
lo) Avary#auov% 60 nod um. 
(e) Men 4 n ino. 
42 7 27 vag kalbgriem Ji dn 
* rj 11 / Td wiv ur, a rd W 780% pe, 
roi xefagices 4 
CTA i Mui mraro Aannievas To A Th Ot. 
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dient, highly proper and convenient, con- 
ſidering the circumſtances of things and 
perſons. And ſo the phraſe is underſtood 
here by ſome (7) very judicious commen- 

tators. | 
I would however obſerve, that the (2) 
original phraſe in this place is ſomewhat par- 
ticular. And, inſtead of theſe neceſſarie things, 
ſome (x) rather underſtand ſuch things as 
it was needfull for the Apoſtles to impoſe: 
But this, as I apprehend, makes little differ- 
ence: whether theſe things were ſuch as 
the circumſtances of things obliged the 
Council 


() Necęſſaires.] Il s'agit ici d'une neceſlite relative aux 
circonſtances des temps, des perſonnes, et de lieux, pour 
degager les Gentils de toute participation a I' idolatrie, et 
pour marquer aux Juifs autant d' egards qu'l ſe pouvoient, 
ſans bleſſer la liberte Chretienne. Lenf. et Beauſe ſur Ages 
XV. 28. 

(a) TAIv H £T4V%Y4t5; TETWN. N 

(x) Non imponeremus haec, niſi neceſſe eſſet ea imponere. 
Non dicunt: Imponimus haec neceſſaria, ſed imponimus 
haec, quae neceſſe eſt, ſcilicet, imponere. Comment. Practicus 

Caſpar Streſon. in Act. Ap. p. 568. Amt. 1658. 

The Latin Vulgate is haec neceſſaria. Bea tranſlates, prae- 
ter neceſſaria ifla. But in his annotations ſays. Id eſt, ad quae 
nos adigit praeſens neceſſitas, nempe quod aliter non poſſint 
Judaei lucrifieri, non quod iſta per ſe ad ſalutem requirerentur. 
Bex. in xv. 48. 
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Council to require, or the Gentil Chriſtians 
to obſerve. 

4.) None of the Chriſtian converts needed 
to be informed, that they ought to keep 
themſelves from the practiſe of ſuch things 
as are immoral, and in their own nature evil, 
and unreaſonable. a 

Take things ſacrificed to idols for idolatrie, 
bloud for homicide, and fornication for un- 
cleanneſſe, or any fins contrarie to moral 
purity : and there was not a Gentil convert 
to the Chriſtian Religion, whether converted 
by Paul, or Barnabas, or any other Jewiſh 
preacher of the goſpel, but knew his duty 
in all thoſe reſpects. Men may need to 
be exhorted to the practiſe of what they 
know to be their duty, and to be diſſuaded 
from things, which they know to be evil. 
But men do not need to be informed of what 
they know already. 

5.) If the Apoſtles, and Elders, and Bre- 
thren, preſent in this Council, had intended 
to forbid in their Epiſtle things contrarie to 
morality ; they would have added divers 
other things, beſide thoſe here mentioned. 

They would, in that caſe, expreſly have 
forbid lying, perjurie, wrath, evil-ſpeaking, 
theft, robberie, adulterie, and all unclean- 

neſſe. 


126 Of the Apoſtolic Decree. As xv. Ch. VII. 


neſſe. I might add, that if it had been the 
deſign of this aſſemblie, to remind the con- 
verts, to whom they write, of their duties 
and obligations, as Chriftians; they would 
have exhorted them, particularly, to perſe- 
vere in the faith of Chriſt, and would have 
recommended to them the duty of bearing 
the crofle, or of patience and fortitude under 
afflictions and perſecutions for his name 


fake, | 
6.) All the ſeveral particulars of the De- 


cree muſt be underſtood to be of the like 
kind. | 

They ought to be all moral, or all in- 
different. At leſt, it appears to me to have 
a good deal of probability, that the writers 
of the epiſtle would not put together things 
of a different nature, without denoting 
their difference, or making a diſtinction 
between them. That all theſe things are 
not moral, or reaſonable in themſelves, and 
in their own nature obligatorie upon all 
men, in all times, is apparent. Therefore 
none are ſo. 

Theſe ſeveral conſiderations, as ſeems to 
me, amount to convincing and ſatisfactorie 
proof, that nothing in this Decree is of a 
moral nature. 


V. Here 
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V. Here ſome may ſay. How ben dd 
you underſtand them? To which I anſwer, 


that I am not obliged to explain any of 


them. Things neceſſarie, or expedient, in 
ſome places, at certain ſeaſons, and upon ac- 
count of the circumſtances of things and 
perſons, need not to be underſtood by all 
in all times, or by thoſe, who are under no 
obligation to obſerve them. It may be ſup- 
poſed, that they, to whom the Epiſtle was 
ſent, underſtood it. And it is unqueſtion- 
able, that if any articles were obſcure, or 
ambiguous ; they who delivered the Epiſ- 
tle,, were: able to explain them. And fo 
long as theſe regulations were neceſſarie, or 
expedient, to be kept, and obſerved; it is 
likely, that the right ſenſe and defign of 
them were generally underſtood. But, as 
that expedience ceaſed, or abated, the exact 
meaning of theſe regulations might be gra- 
dually loſt, or not diſtinctly retained by all. 
However, Iam not unwilling to ſhew the 
probable meaning of theſe ſeveral articles, 
according to the beſt of my ability. 
The whole Decree conſiſts of four articles. 
Which, as they are recited three times, are 
reckoned 


The Decree 
explained, 
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reckoned up in a different order, and in 
ſome ſmall variety of expreſſion. 

Acts xv. 20. St. James propoſeth them in 
the Council, after this manner : ** That we 
write unto them, that (y) they abſtain from 
pollutions of idols, and from fornication,” and 
from things ſtranglid, and from bloud. At 
ver. 29. in the Epiſtle itſelf : That (2) ye 
abſtain from meats offered to idols, and from 
bloud, and from things ſtrangled, and from 
fornication. Afterwards, St, James in his 
diſcourſe with the Apoſtle Paul at Jeruſalem, 
xxi. 25. Save (a) only, that they keep them- 
ſelves from things offered to idols, and from 
bloud, and from flrangled, and from fornica- 
tion. Which is the ſame order with that in 
the Epiſtle, and ſhall be followed by me. 

1. Pollutions of idols, or things offered to 


idols. 
The obvious ſenſe of this regulation is, 


that Gentil Chriſtians ſhould abſtain from 
eating meats, which had been offered to 
idols by Heathen people: I mean, in ſome 
circumſtances. Several things in St. Paul's 

epiltles 


(9) T% anixeobar dn Tow aMoynudrur Ta i 
ver. 20. 

(=) 4Tesxer0% uÞorofroy. ver. 29. 
(a « + +41 pn quadgot)at dures Thy Te b n. 
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epiſtles confirm this interpretation, and may 
enable us to diſcern the deſign of this prohi- 
bition. As 1 Cor. ch. viii. throughout, and 
k. 14. . 23. | 

But this regulation'is now obſolete, there 
being no longer any Heathen idols among 
us. All the idolatrie of ancient Heatheniſm, 
once ſo general, and ſo much delighted in 
by princes, and people, is aboliſhed in this 
part of the world. By the progreſſe of the 
goſpel God has wonderfully accompliſhed 
what he long before ſaid he would perform. 
Zeph. ii. 11. The Lord will be terrible unto 
them. For he will famiſh all tbe gods of the 
earth. And men ſhall worſhip bim, every one 
from his place, even all the iſles of the Heathen, 

2. And from bloud. + 

This I take to be a prohibition to drink, 
or eat the bloud of brute animals, alone, or 
mixed with other things, raw, or dreſſed 
and prepared, WB. 

It may be of uſe to us to obſerve here 
ſome of thoſe places in the Old Teſtament, 
where the eating of bloud is prohibited. 

Gen. ix. 3. 4. Every moving thing that 
liveth, ſhall be meat for you : even as the 
green herb, have I given you all things, But 
fleſh, with the life thereof, which is the bloud 


thereof, ſhall ye not eat. 
K Lev. 


130 Of the Apoſtolic Decree, Acts xv. Ch. VII. 
Lev. xvii. 10... . 14. And whatſoever man 
there is of the bouſe of 1jrael, or of the frun- 
gers that ſojourn among you, that eateth any 
manner of bloud : 1 will ſet my face aguimt 
that mum that eateth blond, and will cut bim 
off from aniong his people, For the life of 
the fleſh is in the bloud. And I have given 
it to you upon the altar, to make an atonement 
for your ſouls. For it is the bloud, that maf- 
erh an atonement for the ſoul. Therefore 1 fai 
wnto the children of Hruel, no foul of you ſhill 
eat bloud. Neither fhall any ſtrunger thit 
fojourneth among you eat blond. And what- 
ever man there is of the children of Iſrael, or 
of the rangers that ſojourn among You, 
who hunter b, and catebeth any beaft br | fowl, 
that may be eaten : be ſhall even pour out the 
bloud thereof, and cover it with uu: For 
it is the life of all fleſh. The bloud of it is fer 
the life theresf. Therefore I ſaid unte the 
children of Iſrael, ye Hall eat the blond of ub 
manner of fleſh. Fur the life of all fleſh is 
the bloud theresf. Pikes eateth it, ſhall be 
cut of, 

That law in Leviticus, and the like elſe- 
where, are given to the houſe of Iſrael, and 
likewiſe to the Arangers that joined them- 

{elves 


ch. VII. Of the odr Pierce. Ac uv. 13 l 
—— to them. For no others could offer 

acrifces. Nor could any others be cut of 
for trabſgreffiig theſe laws, but ſuch as 
were of that people. The reaſon here aſ- 
ſigned, that the bloud was appointed to mate 
atonement upon the altar, can affe none, but 
Jews, and other men, circumciſed after the 
manner of Moſes. | 

Eating bloud cannot be reckoned an im- 
1 71 And, if it is not; this prohibition, 
in the Decree, cannot be binding upon 
men in all times: but only at ſome ſeaſons, 
when the circumſtances of things render 
the forbearing it expedient. 

All wholſome food is lawfull in itſelf, and 
under the goſpel-diſpenſation, As St. Paul 
ſays, Rom, xiv, 14. 15. I know, and am 
perſuaded by the Lord Teſus, that there is 
nothing unclean of itſelf : but to him, that 
efteemeth any thing to be unclean to him it is un- 
clean. But if thy brother be grieved with thy 
meat, now walleſt thou not charitably. Deſtroy 
not bim with thy meat, for whom Chriſt died. 
And ver. 19. Let us therefore follow after the 
things, which make for peace, and things, 
wherewith one may edify another. See alfo 
what there follows, and 1 Cor, viii, 11. . 13. 


K 2 How- 


- 
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However, I muſt add, that bloud ap- 
pears to me very unwholſome, Indeed I 
eſteem it filthie, and highly diſagreeable. So 
that, I cannot bear the thought of eating it, 
If it ever comes to me in food, it is more 
than I know. And 1 ſappoſe, it is never 
brought, neither alone, nor mixed with 
other things, to the tables of polite people. 
There ſeem to me to be two reaſons for 
this prohibition, even in the law of Moſes. 
One reaſon is that, above-mentioned, that 
it was to make atonement for them, that is, 
for offenſes againſt the law. The other 
reaſon is thus expreſſed. It is the life of all 
fleſh. The bloud of it is for the life thereof. 
That is, it is the nouriſhment of the ani- 
mal, and not fit for your nouriſhment. 
And becauſe it was not fit for food, and was 
uſeleſs, and oF: * therefore it was to 
be poured out upon the earth, or covered with 
duſt, that is, buried in the earth, Which 
order 1s frequently repeated. So in ver. 13. 
of the forecited xvii. of Leviticus, and Deut. 
Xii. 16. Only ye ſhall not eat the Bloud. Ye 
ſhall pour it upon the e as water. And 
again ver. 24. and ch. xv. 
The prohibition of blood was like the 
prohibition of fat. Lev. iii. 15. 17. 
1 g And 
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And the two kidneys, and the fat that is 
upon them . . it ſhall be take away. And 
the prieſt ſhall burn them upon the altar. It 
7s the food of the offering made by fire, for 
a fweet ſavour. All the fat is the Lord's. 
It ſhall be a perpetual flatute for your gene- 
rations throughout all your dwellings, that 
ye eat neither fat, nor bloud. And ch. vii. 2 5. 
For whoſoever eateth the fat of the beaſt, of 
which men offer an offering made by fire 
unto the Lord, ſhall be cut off from bis peo- 
ple. That is the reaſon, which is expreſſed, 
and for which the penalty is ſo great. But 
another reaſon may be implied, which is, 
that the fat, cleaving to the kidneys of 
animals, is not ( wholeſome. 

Thoſe ordinances anſwered two ends 
and purpoſes, They kept the Jewiſh peo- 
ple ſeparate from other nations, and alſo 
promoted their bodily health and vigour. 
And for all their labour and felf-denial, 
they had a preſent reward, 

N K 3 ad In 

(5) And when they killed any of theſe, or other clean 
creatures for their food at home, ſtill they were to forbear to 
eat the ſuet : partly out of reverence to God, whoſe portion 
it was at the altar: and partly, becauſe it was heavie, and too 
ſtrong a food, as Maimonides takes it, Patrick upon Levit. 


il. 16, 
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In the frequent waſhings and purifications 
appointed the Jewiſh people, I ſuppoſe, 
their health was conſulted. As it was like- 
wiſe in the directions concerning creatures 
clean and unclean. 

Lev. xi. 3. Whatſoever. parteth the, hoof, 
and is cloven footed, and cheweth the cud, 
among the beaſts, that. ſhall ye eat. See alſo 
Deut. xiv, 4. . . 8. And it mult be allowed, 
that ſuch beaſts, as have both thoſe. proper- 
ties, are preferable, for food to others: as 
the oxe, the ſheep, the goat, and the deer, 
of every kind. And though we do eat 
ſame animals, which, have. but one of thoſe. 
properties, as the coney, the hare, the {wine ; 
we never cat thoſe, which have neither of 
thoſe properties : that, is, which, neither 
chew the cud, nor divide the hoof. Nor. 
do we uſe for food any of the 1 
xi, 13. : 29. and Deut, xiy, 12 20. 

In ancient times there were among all 
people two ſorts of creatures, clean and un- 
clean. This diſtinction obtained, and was 
general, before the floud. Nob, therefore, 
was commanded. to take. with him into the ark. 
F every clean beaſi by ſevens, the male and 
ile female: and of the beaſts that are not 
clean, 
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Clean, by two, the > and 11 female. Gen, 
vil. I, 3. 

This diſtinction 1 0 as much to food, 

as to ſacrifice. For the worſhiper, as well 
as the prieſt, partook of the altar, excepting 
in the caſe of whole-burnt-offerings, Every 
living creature therefore, which was clean 
for ſacrifice, was alſo clean for food. 
This article was inſerted in the Epiſtle, 
out of regard to the Jewiſh believers: that 
the Gentil converts, might not give them of- 
fenſe, As there are now no Jewiſh. be- 
lievers, to take offenſe at our eating of 
bloud, we may do as we. ſee good. We 
may avoid it, if we pleaſe, for the ſake of 
health. But are not obliged to forbear it 
upon a religious account, Which would be 
no better, than ſuperſtition. 

3- Aud from 7 58 ſtrangled, that is, from 
the fleſh of animals, that have not been 
fairly killed, fo as that the bloud might be 
all drained out, of them, whilſt warm. 

Upon this our learned author ſays, p. 17 5. 
« This is omitted by many of the ancient 
fathers, and therefore by ſome eſteemed a 
gloſs.“ But that is ſaid rather too haſtily, and 


without good ground : as may appear by 
K 4 | what 
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what was ſaid (c) formerly. This article is 
as genuine, and authentic, as the reſt. It 
is in all Greek manuſcripts in general, and 
is quoted by the moſt ancient writers of the 
Church. But near the end of the fourth 
centurie, and afterwards, the Latin Chriſ- 
tians paid little regard to thoſe regulations. 
And for that reaſon the apoſtolic Decree is 
not always quoted exactly by writers in that 
language. 
This regulation, like the preceding, muſt 
be underſtood to have been inſerted, that 
the Gentil -converts might not offend the 
ewiſh believers. We, now, are at liberty 
to act as we ſec fit. We are under no obli- 
gation to forbear things firangled UPON a re- 
ligious account. 
4. And from fornication. 

I ſuppoſe. it t to have been already ſhewn by 
general, but ; anſwerable reaſons, that. this 
Epiſtle is not concerned about things of a mo- 
ral nature: conſequently, what we now gene- 
rally mean by this word is not here intended: 
that being an.immorality, and in itſelf unrea- 
ſonable. But the true meaning is not certain. 
Nor ought it to be Noun ſtrange, that it is 
not. 

4 Beza' 8 
be. See Credibility, P. 2. Vol. iv. p. 783. 798. 
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Beza's interpretation may be ſeen in 
his Annotations upon Acts xv. 20. He is 
clear, that things of a moral nature have no 
part in theſe regulations, but only ſuch 
things as are in themſelves indifferent, re- 
commended, for peace ſake, and out of re- 
gard to weak brethren. Therefore this 
word is not here to be underſtood in it's 
common acceptation. He applies it to ſome 
things mentioned by St. Paul in the eighth 
and tenth chapters of the firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, particularly, fitting at meat itt 
an iddl's temple. 1 Cor. viii. . 

But I apprehend, that what St. Paul 
there ſpeaks of muſt rather relate to. the 
firſt prohibition in this epiſtle, he pollution 
F idols, or things offered to idols. 

To me it appears probable, that hereby 
are forbid ſome alliances with Heathens : 
which, though not abſolutely unlawfull, 
had better be avoided by Chriſtians, leaſt 
they ſhould prove dangerous temptations to 
apoſtaſie. So the Apoſtle writes Heb. xii. 16. 
Leaſt there be any fornicator, or profane perſon, 
as Eſau, who for one morſel of meat ſold his 
birthright, I ſuppoſe, that both theſe cha- 
racters are given of Eſau. He was not a 
lewd profligate or fornicator, in our ſenſe of 

the 


138 Of the Apoſtolic Decree. Acts xv. Ch. VII. 


the word: but he married Canaanitiſh wo- 
men, which were a grief of mind to Iſaac 
and Rebekah. Gen. xxvi. 34. 35. Which 
Jacob carefully avoided. ch. xxviii. 6 . . 9. 
Theodoret (d) mentions the interpreta- 
tion, which 1 have given of that text. I 
am indebted to Beauſobre (e) for the refer- 
ence. 

F am confirmed in this interpretation by 
obſerving the earneſtneſſe, with which St. 
Paul difſuades Chriſtians from marrying with 
Heathens, though ſuch marriages were not 
unlawfull. 1 Cor. vii. 39. The wife is bound 
by the law, as long as her huſband liveth : but 
, ber huſband be dead, ſbe is at liberty to be 
married to whom ſhe will, only in the Lord. 
2 Cor. vi. 14.15. Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers. For. what fellow- 
ſhip has righteoufneſſe with unrighteouſneſſe ? 
and what communion has light with darkneſſe ? 
And what concord hath Chriſt with Belial? or 
what- part bath he that. believeth with an infi- 
del? ; 

The 


(4) Mü rie wtvoe, ij CienD, &; noau,} Teva rd hd 
THIV, Y pluapyiay 2XdA0t » . Our Gv d Tis dHνƷx ou, mop- 
pegs dur kanigas d rd aagwovey, NEH dhe, dp. 
Nurainas nydyero. Theod, in Hebr, xii. 10. 1. 3, p. 450, 

(e) See him Hebr. æii. 15. Na Cit 


Ch. VII. Of the Apgfolic Decree. Ack v. 139 


The Jews were forbid by the. law of 
Moſes to marry, with idolaters. Deut. vis. 
3- 4. And ſee Malachi. ii. 11. Ezra obliged 
many, who, had married ſuch women, to 
put them, away, though. they had children, 
by them, ch, ix. and x. Nebemiah ſeverely; 
reproves. ſuch perſons, and gives a reaſon. 
againſt ſuch marriages, which would be ok 
ſome. weight in the early times of the. goſpel. 
ch, xiii. 23. - 27. Remarkable are the 
words of Ex. xxxiv. 15. 16, Leaſt thau make 
a covenant. with. the inhabitants of the land, 
and they go à whoring after their. gods, and 
do, ſacrifice unto their. gods.: andione, calhthee, 
and thou, eat of lus ſacrifice.: and tbau take. 
of their daughters unto. thy ſons, and their 
daughters go a. whoring after their gods, and 
they. make thy ſons go 4 wubaring after their 
ods. 

: St. Paul has wilely determined the point: 
that Chriſtians ſhould not marry with idola- 
ters, as before ſeen, Nor ſhould a perſon 
converted to Chriſtianity diſſolve by ſepara- 
tion a marriage, contracted, whilſt he was an 
idolater, and before his converſion to Chriſ- 
tianity. But, if the unbelieving relative 
went off, then the Chriſtian would be at 
liberty. So I underſtand what he ſays, 1 Cor. 

VII. 12. 
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vii. 12. 16, F any brother bas a wife, that 
believeth not, and ſhe be pleaſed to dwell 

with him, let him not put ber away. And the 
woman which has an buſband that believeth not, 
and if” he be pleaſed to dwell! with ber, let ber 
not leave him.. But if the unbelieving depart, 
let him depart. A brother, or a fiſter, is not 
under bondage in ſuch caſes. But God bas 
called us to peace. That is, if the unbeliev- 
ing relative depart, the marriage muſt be 
diſſolved. But the believing relative is not 
to be the firſt mover in diſſolving the con- 
tract of marriage. Such things were done 
under the law. But a more friendly and 
peaceable behaviour is required of us. For, 
as he goes on, what knoweſ/t thou, o wife, 
whether thou ſhalt ſave thy buſband? Or, 
how. knoweſt thou, o man, whether thou ſhalt. 
fave thy wife? that is, by bringing off in 
time ſuch relatives, reſpectively, from ido- 
latrie to Chriſtianity, 

The danger of idolatrie might till bs: 
great: but not ſo great under the goſpel, 
as under the law. And the goſpel of Chriſt 
was leſs. burdenſome, and more reaſonable, 
and inviting, than the law of Moſes. 

Marriages with idolaters were not to be 


diflolyed, But yet ſhould not be contracted, 
Though 
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Though ſuch a marriage would not be 
unlawfull, yet it was a point of prudence, 
and a matter of expedience, to avoid it. 
This is what I underſtand by fornication in 
this Epiſtle. And as there are not now, 


and have not been for a good while in this 


part of the world, any Heathen idolaters : 
this article, like the reſt, is become obſolete. 
And as all the directions, here given, relate 
to things expedient in the circumſtances of 
thoſe times; it is not to be at all wondered 
at, that the meaning of ſeveral of them is 
now obſcure and doubtfull. 


VI. I have now ſhewn, that this Epiſtle 
was deſigned for the uſe of all believers from 
among the Gentils : that the regulations, 
contained in it, are not of a moral nature, 


but relate to ſuch things, as are in their own 


nature indifferent. I have alſo endeavoured 

to ſhew the meaning of each particular. 

I am in great danger of being eſteemed 

prolix. Nevertheleſs, as the ſubject is be- 

fore me, I ſhall go on to put down ſome 

other obſervations, chiefly in the way of 

corrollaries. 

I. This Decree is not to be underſtood 

as a precept, or commandment, but as de- 
livering 


Obſerva- 
tions, in 
the Man- 


r f 
Corollarit 
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livering advice and counſel concerning ſome 
matters of prudence and expedience, confi- 
dering the circumſtances of things and per- 
ſons at that time. parks 

When Paul and Barnabas had returned 
to Antioch from a peregrination in ſeveral 
cities and countreys, where they had preached 
the goſpel, they gathered the church together, 
and rehearſed all that God had dine with them, 
and how he had opened the door of faith unto 
the Gentil. And there they abode long tine 
with the diſciples. Acts xiv. 27. 28. 

Whilſt they were there, certain men, 
which came down from TJudea, taught the 
brethren, and ſaid : Except ye be circumciſed 
after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. 
When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no 
null diſſenſion and diſputation with them, they 
determined, that Paul and Barnabas, and cer- 
tain other of them, ſtould go up to Jeruſalem 
unto the Apoſtles and Elders about this queſtion. 
When they were come ts Jeruſalem, they 
were received by the Church, and by the Apoſ- 
tles and Elders : and they declared all that 
God had done with tbem: hut there bad 
riſen up certain of the ſect of the Phariſees 
which believed, who ſaid, that it was needjull 

to 
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to circumciſe them, and to command them to 
keep the law of Moſes. And the Apoſiles and 
Elders came together to conſider of this matter. 
And when there bad been much diſputing; Peter 
roſe up, and ſpoke. .. . After that Barnabas 
and Paul were heard, who declared what 
miracles and wonders God had wrought among 
the Gentils by them. After which James 
riſeth up, and reaſons upon the point. And 
then concludes : Wherefore my ſenterice is, 
Au eyw xp, I judge, I determine, thut we 
trouble not them, which from among the Genitits 
are turned to God: but that wwe write to tbem, 
erighna euro, that they abſtain from pollu- 
tions of idols . . . Then ¶ Y) pleaſed it the Apof- 
tles, or it ſeemed good 70 the Apoſtles and 
Elders, with the whole Churcb, to ſend 
choſen men of their own companie to An. 
rroch ... And they wrote letters by them 
after this manner . . . Tt (p ) has ſcemtd good 
unto the Holy Ghoft, and tb us, to lay nhon you 
no greater burden, than theſe neceſſarie things, 
.. « From which, if ye keep yourſelves, ye ſhall 
do well: * You will do what is acceptable; 
and agreeable, and will be well taken by 
us, and by all the brethren of the circum- 

cifion,” 

(f) wire Wute This dm15 ate. 
C Ee yop mw dyip vv, 552 
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ciſion.“ So Cornelius ſays to St. Peter ch. 
x. 33. Immediatly therefore J ſent unto thee, 
And thou haſt well done, that thou baſt come. 
Philip. iv. 14. You have well done, that you 
have communicated with me, in my affliction. 
3. John ver, 6. Whom, if thou bring forward 
in their journey, after a godly ſort, thou 
wilt do (b) well, 

Afterwards ch. xvi. 4. It is ſaid of Paul 


and Barnabas, that as they went through the 
cities, (i) they delivered them the decrees to 


keep, that were ordained, determined by the 
Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem, The mean- 
ing of the Greek word here rendred decrees 
is equivalent to placita, reſolutions, deciſions, 
upon a queſtion, and particularly, upon 
that queſtion, which had been brought 
from Antioch to the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, 

For certain, if we have given a right 
interpretation of the words, theſe regulations 
are not a part of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
which is everlaſting : but wiſe deciſions 
and determinations, ſuited to the circum- 
ſtances of things, in the Chriſtian Church 


at that time. 
2. Theſe 
(b) Vid. Grot. in Ad. x. 33 et xv. 29. 
(i) Had id du, gunaaceiv T6 iy mata rd ARE 
ulla bad Tot d x. A. 
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2. Theſe regulations are the refult of that 
wiſdom, + with which the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
were inſpired, for deciding the queſtion, 
whether Gentil converts ſhould keep the 
law, and for directing their conduct, in the 
uſe of that liberty, which they had a right to, 
and was now ſecured to them, 

I has ſeemed good unto the Holy Ghoſt, dt to 
18, that is, it has ſeemed good unto, us, (4) 
under the divine influence and direction, 70 
lay upon you no other burden, than theſe neceſ- 
ſarie things : which we have judged expedi- 
ent to be obſerved by you in the preſent 
circumſtances. 

1 fay, theſe regulations are the reſult of 
that wiſdom, with which the Apoſtles were 
inſpired upon this occaſion, For it does not 
appear, that any ſuch regulations had ob- 
tained before. If they had, ſome notice 
would have been taken of it. And the re- 
minding men of it would have tended to 
reconcile thoſe, to whom theſe directions 
were ſent, to comply with them, and pay 
a regard to them. Nor can I diſcern either 


in Joſephus, or in the books of the Old, or 
L the 


(4) Yi ** 5 gen Sande, et nobis. ] Id eſt, ww ef nobis 
ex exſtinctu, five ſuggeſtione Spiritus Sancti. & dd Ju. 
Piſcator in Ad. XV. 28, 
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the New Teſtament, any hints or traces of 
them, before this Council at Jeruſalem. 

I may hereafter enlarge farther upon the 
wiſdom, beſtowed upon the Apoſtles for 
conducting the affairs of the Chriſtian 
Church. All that 1 intended to fay here, 
is no more than this: that the four articles 
in this Decree are not taken from any 
Noachic precepts, nor from any other 
Jewiſh traditions: but were now firſt thought 
of, and firſt propofed, and recommended by 
the Apoftles, upon occafton of the preſent 
Emergence, 

3. The ſeveral regulations of this Decree 
were expedient and ufeful (as has been al- 
ready hinted (/) ſeveral times,) on one or 
both theſe accounts, 1, to prevent offenſe 
in the believing Jews, and facilitate civil 
converſe, and religious communion between 
believing Jews and Gentils. and 2. to fecure 
the Gentil converts themſelves, the more 
effeQually, from apoftaſie, or a return to 
idolatrie, by keeping them out of the way 
of ſome dangerous ſnares and temptations. 

That the former was one ground and rea- 
ſon of theſe regulations, may be reckoned 
evident from the hiſtorie in the fifteenth 


chapter | 


00 See particularly p. 124. Note C.). 
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chapter of the Acts, and from many things in 
St. PauPs epiſtles: Where he ſhews the ex- 
pedience of forbearing fome meats, when 
there was any Hazard of offending a Chriſtian 
brother. As Rom. xiv: and xv. at the be- 
gining, and 1. Cor. ch. viii. and x. 25. . 33. 
That the later was another ground and reaſon 
of the counſels here given, may be alſo ar- 
gued to be very probable from St. Paul's ex- 
hortations to avoid dangerous temptations to 
idqlatrie, which are likewife in the fame con- 
text. See; particularly, 1. Cor. x. x. . 22. —_ 
2. Cor, vi. 13. 198. 

4. There was a happy agreement in the 
Council, and the regulations, now deter- 
mined, were carried with great unanimity. 
As appears from the hiſtorie in the fifteenth 
chapter of the book of the Acts. | 

St. Luke. intimates, that for a while 
there was much diſputing. It is very likely, 
that they who were for impoſing the law 
upon the Gentils, and now appeared before 
the Council, labored to maintain their cauſe, 
and carry their point, And, poſſibly, their 
arguments at firſt appeared ' fpecious and 
plauſible to ſome others, who were not en- 
gaged with them. But, that the reſolutions, 


finally determined, were carried with a- ge- 
L 2 neral 
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neral conſent, is manifeſt. . We have the 
ſpeech of the Apoſtle Peter, who openly de- 
clares againſt impoſing the law upon the 
Gentils, as. neceſſarie to ſalvation. James 
afterwards ſpeaks to the like purpoſe, ſums 
up. the arguments that had been alleged, 
and concludes the debates. The Epiſtle it- 
ſelf is writ in clear and ſtrong; terms. And 
the judgement upon the point is delivered 
with the joynt authority of all the members 
of the Council. Then pleaſed. it the Apoſtles 
and Elders, with the, whole Church, to ſend 
choſen men of their own companie, to Antioch, 
with Paul and Barnabas: namely, Judas, 
ſurnamed Barſabas, and Silas, chief men 
among the brethren. And wrote letters by 
them after this manner, The Apoſiles, and 
Elders, and Brethren, ſend greet: ng unto, 
the brethren, which are of the Gentils in An- 
tioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. Then they 
paſs a cenſure upon thoſe, who had OCCa-, 
ſioned the diſturbance at Antioch, and ſay: 

Foraſmuch as we have heard, that certain, 
which went out from among us, have troubled 
you with words, ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying, 
ye muſt be circumciſed, and keep the lau: 
to whom we gave no ſuch commandment. 
They proceed. 1 ſeemed good unto us, be- 
Race £1 . * ing 
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ing aſſembled with one accord, to ſend choſen 
men unto you, with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, men that have hazarded. their 

lives for the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
We have ſent therefore unto you Judas and 
Silas, who ſhall tell you the ſame things by 
mouth, How affeQionate and reſpectfull 
is all this! For it has ſeemed good unto the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to us, that is, to us, under 
divine influence and direction, to lay upon 
you no greater burden, than theſe neceſſarie 
things. . . . So when they were diſmiſſed, they 
came to Antioch, And when they bad ga- 
thered the multitude together, they delivered 
the Epiſtle. Which when they bad read, they 
rejoiced for the conſolation. And Judas and 
Silas being prophets alſo themſelves, exborted the 
brethren, and confirmed them. 

Every part of this whole affair ſhews great 
unanimity, good temper, and admirable 
candour and diſcretion, When the meſſen- 
gers from the church at Antioch came to 
Jeruſalem, and propoſed the queltion ; the 
Apoſtles and Elders came together, to confider 
of the matter. Having carefully weighed 
it, they all agree in one judgement. And 
when they ſend the Decree away, they 


make the moſt honorable mention of Bar- 
L 3 nabas 
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nabas and Paul, who had preached the 
goſpe in Syria, and other parts. With 
them they ſend Judas and Silas, who were 
ſome of the moſt eminent men of the 
church of Jeruſalem, and alſo prophets them- 
feboes: next in knowledge and underſtanding, 
and in ſpiritual gifts, to Apoſtles. Who, 
when they came to Antioch, gathered toge- 
ther the multitude, or the whole church, 
and delivered to them the Epiſtle ; adding 
alſo obſervations of their own, tending to 
reconcile them to the regulations contained 
in it. And the Chriſtians at Antioch were 
well ſatisfied, and rgoiced for the conſolation, 
afforded them, and for the regard that had 
been ſhewn to them, in aſſerting, and ſe- 
curing their freedom from the yoke of the 
ceremonial appointments of the law of 
Moſes. | 

This harmonie continued. As a appears 
from the diſcourſes of James and the El- 
ders at Jeruſalem, when Paul came thither 
again, ſeveral years afterwards. As touch- 
ing the Gentils which believe, ſay they, we 
have written, and concluded, that they obſerve 
#0 ſuch thing. Which ſhews, that this was 
fill the judgement of James himſelf, and 
of the Elders, and of the Church at Jeruſa- 

lem, 
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lem. Some exceptions there might be. 
But the determinations of the Council were 
what the church at Jeruſalem generally 
apreed to, and heartily approved of, They 
did not exact of the Gentil believers an entire 
conformity to the law of Moſes, as neceſſatie 
to ſalvation. | 
Paul readily received theſe regulations, as 
prudent counſels, or matters of expedience 
at that time. And the other Apoſtles in- 

tended no more by them. 
Paul and Barnabas, Judas and Silas, are 
the perſons, who by name are charged with 
the Epiſtle by the Council, They carry it 
to Antioch, and deliver it to the church 
there. And Judas and Silas, moreover, 
recommend the obſervation of the things 
therein ordained : and- doubtleſs with the 
approbation of Paul, who was then at 
Antioch, and continued there ſome time. 
When he left Antioch, he choſe Silas to 
accompany him. And St. Luke has affured 
us, that as they went through the cities, they 
delivered fo them the decrees for to keep, that 
were ordained of the Apoſtles and Elders at 
Feruſalem. And ſo were the churches efta- 
bliſhed in the faith, and encreaſed in number 
daily. ch. xvi, 4. 5. And, ſeveral years after 
| L 4. Ten this, 
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this, as before obſerved, when Paul came 
again to Jerulalem, and the Elders there, 
with James, remind him of the ſeveral arti- 
cles of the Epiſtle, they mention them, as 
things, with which Paul was well ſatisfied. 
Nor does he ſhew any diſlike. His accept- 
ing of theſe deciſions is alſo manifeſt from 
his epiſtles, above quoted. 

Once more, for ſhewing the general con- 
ſent, with which theſe determinations were 
made, it ought to be obſerved, that all the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, or moſt of them, were 
preſent in the Council of Jeruſalem. For, 

as formerly ſhewn (m) at large, there is 
good reaſon to think, that none of the twelve 
Apoſtles left Judea, to go and teach either 
Jews or Gentils in other countreys, untill 
after the Council. It is likely therefore, 
that they were all at the Council, where the 
controverſie was fully determined. Which 
Was a great advantage. By that means the 
manner of receiving Gentils into the Church 
of God was fixed, and ſettled, beyond diſ- 
pute, and beyond oppoſition. Or, if any 
oppoſition ſhould be made afterwards, it 
could not be ſucceſsfull, nor very trouble- 
ſome. And we may be aſſured, that all the 


. 
( See the Supplement. cb. vi. Vol. i. p. 132. 143. 
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Apoſtles, and their diſciples, would be har- 
monious, and preach the ſame doctrine to 
Jews and Gentils, whereſoever they went. 
5. We may hence perceive the wiſdom, 
with which the Apoſtles of Chriſt were fur- 
niſhed, - for behaving in caſes of difficulty, 
that came before them ; ſo as might be for 
the peace of the Church, the edification of 
believers, of every rank and capacity, and the 
preſervation of the purity of the Chriſtian 
doctrine. 
I think, the regulations of the n 
at Jeruſalem, as juſt repreſented, and ex- 
plained, are a proof of this. The firſt and 
principal thing to be regarded by the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt was the preſervation of the purity 
of the doctrine, which they had received 
from him. The Gentils were by no means 
to be brought into ſubjection to the law of 
Moſes, as neceſſarie to ſalvation. It be- 
hoved the Apoſtles of Chriſt to aſſert their 
freedom from an obligation to obſerve the 
peculiarities of the Moſaic diſpenſation. 
This is ſtrongly done by Peter, and the 
others, in the debates at the Council. And 
the rights of the Gentils are well ſecured i in 
the Epiſtle writ by them, 


Ner er- 
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Nevertheleſs ſome regard was due to 
the Jewiſh believers, . And the Gentils were 
to be directed toavoid ſuch things, as might 
be offenſive to their brethren of the circum- 
ciſion: and likewiſe to decline ſuch things, 
as might prove dangerous temptations to 
themſelves, and be 2 means of enſnaring 

them, and leading them into apoſtaſie. 
In a word, one exerciſe of wiſe and 
good men in this world ariſes from different 
ſentiments, eſpecially, in things of religion. 
We can evidently diſcern, that there were 
ſome differences of opinion, and ſome con- 
troverſies among the followers of Jefus Chriſt, 
even in the apoſtolic age. - Sofne thought, 
that the obſervation of the law of Moſes was 
deceſſariè for mens ſalvation, and were for 
impoſing: it, as ſuch, upon the believing 
Others, of the Jewiſh believers, thought, 
that the law was obligatorie upon themſelves, 
and their poſterity, as a diſtin nation and 
people, to whom that law had been deliver- 
ed; whilſt they hoped to be juſtified in 
the ſight of God, and to be eternally ſaved, 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and fincere obedi- 
ence to his precepts. Theſe did not expect, 
the Gentils ſhould come under the law of 
| Moſes, 
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+, neceſſarie to falvation. Neverthe- 
leſs / dey Kill had fcruples -abbut meats and 
drinxs, and about converſing with them, 
who obſerved no ſuch diſtinctions. Others 
there were, as it } ſeems, - among the 
| Jews, who thought, that the obligation of 
the law of Moſes, as to it's peculiarities, 
had ceaſed. And they judged no wholfome 
meat to be unclean, Which was the opi 
nion of the Gentil believers in general. 
Hence there aroſe an obligation to a dif» 
ferent conduct. And theſe laſt mentioned, 
whom we reckon the more knowing, and 
ſtrong, were to practiſe prudence, cundeſ- 
cenſion, forbearance, compliance. They 
were to do what lay in their power, as they 
had opportunity, to enlarge the minds of 
men. In the mean time they were to beer 
the infirmities of the weak, ey 
themſelves. Rom. xv. I. 
But others, who were rigid, and- would 
impoſe indifferent things, as neceſlarie to 
ſalvation, were to be blamed, and reproved, 
as they are by this Council, And every one 
knows, how they were withſtood by the 
Apoſtle Paul. And all who are attentive 
in reading the New Teſtament, may per- 
ceive, that the Epiſile of the Council at 
Jeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem exactly correſponds with the doc- 
trine of Paul in his epiſtles, and that the 
temper of both is one and the ſame. 

Some regard was due to the Jewiſh nation 
Inigeneral, even to the unbelievers among 
them, whilſt they behaved with decence 
and civility. For a long time they had 
been favored with many religious privileges, 
above other men. As is acknowledged in 
Rom. ix. 4. 5. And it is the Apoſtle's direc- 
tion.” 1 Cor. x. 32. Give no offenſe, neither to 
the Jews, nor to the Gentils, nor to the 
Church of God + by the two former plainly 
meaning ſuch as were unbelievers,” And it 
is faid, Acts xvi. 2. 3. that when Paul de- 
termined to have Timothie with him, who 
was the ſon of a woman that was a Feweſſe, 
and believed; he took him, and circumciſed him, 
becauſe of the Fews who were in thoſe quarters. 
For they all knew, that his father was a 
Greek. I think, thoſe Jews were unbelievers, 
Paul would not offend them. And he might 
hope to gain ſome of them. See 1. Cor. 
117 19. 20. 

But they were not the men, who occa- 
honed the Council of Jeruſalem, or the de- 
ciſions of it. The men, who came to Antioch, 
1 * the brethren there, Except ye be 


circum- 
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circumciſed: after ibe manner of Moſes, ye 
cannot be | ſaved, ' were Phariſees who be- 
lieved. Acts xv. 1. They were men, who 
went out from tbe church at Feruſalem. ver. a4. 


Theſe are now reproved. But whilſt the 
freedom of the Gentils is aſſerted from a 
ſubjection to the law of Moſes, and it's ap- 
pointments, ſome things are recommended 
to them, as expedient for the time. Which 
might facilitate converſe and communion 
with all the Jewiſh believers, who were 
tractable, and would be alſo uſefull for pre- 
ſerving themſelves from ſome ee to 
apoſtaſie in thoſe 1 times... 

6. We may hence perceive the 8 
why. thoſe of the Jewiſh believers, who, 
were for impoſing the law upon the Gentils, 
are ſo —— . _ n op 
St. Paul. 0 
They were 5 peng hd live, and it's 
obſervances, upon the Gentils, as neceſſarie 
to ſalvation. Which ſhould be always at- 
tended to by us, when we read St. Paul's 
epiſtles, and obſerve the tartneſſe of his ex- 
preſſions. So ſays St. Luke very clearly. 
xv. I, Certain men which. came down / from 
Judea, taught the brethren : Except ye be 
circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye can- 
not 
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wot be ſaved; See alſo ver. 5. And are not 
theſe men tartly reproved by the Apoſtles 
and Elders in their Epiſtle. ver. 24? Fra. 
much as we have heard, fay they, that certain, 
aich went out from ws, have troubled you with 
words, ſubverting your ſouls, Jaying, Ye muſt 
Peat 2c, 1 and keep the law. 

And juſtiy does St. Paul fay of Peter, 
and the reſt, who ſeparated themſelves from 
the Gentil Chriſtians at Antioch, that hey 
walhed not uprighth, arerrding i, the truth 
of the goſpel. Gal. H. 14. And as juſtly does 
he exhort, and' argue, Gal. v. 1. 4. 
Stand faft therefore in the liberty, wherewith 
Chrift bas made us free. And be not entangled 
again with 5 Behold, 7 
Paul ſay unts ypu, that if ye be circumciſed, 
Cris ſhall profit” you nothing. For I teſtify 
again to every man that is circumciſed, eſteern- 
ing it neceſſarie to ſalvation; be is debror to 
do the whole: law. Chriſt is become” of no 
Mel unto you, whuſoeuer of you are juſtified 
by the law. N are full from grace. 
Whieh now maſt be all clear. It can need 
no farther explieation. | 

7. We may now diſcern, wherein lay the 
fault of the Apoſtle Peter, and athers, who 
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complicd tao far wird e rigid ——— 
Jewiſh believers. 

The only place of Scripture, mba: this 
is mentioned, is Gal. ii. 11. 16. But 
when Peter was come to Antioch, I withſtand 
bim to the face, becauſe he was to be blamed, 
For before that certain came from James, he 
did eat with the Gentils, But when they were 
come, he withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf, 
fearing them which were of the circumcifian, 
And the other Jews likewsſe difſembled with 
him : inſomuch that Barnabas alſo was carried 
away with their diſimulation. But when J 
ſaw, that they walked not uprightly, accord» 
ing to the truth of the goſpel, 1 ſaid unte 
Peter befare them all : If thou being a Jeu, 
liveſt ofter the manner of the Gentils, and 
nat as do the Jews ; why campelleſt thou the 
Gentils, to live, as do the eus? Mi. uu are 
Jeus by nature, and not ' ſinners of the Gentils, 
knowing that a man is not juſtified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Teſus 
Chrift, even ue have believed in Teſus Chrilt, 
that we might be juſtified by the faith of 
Chriſt, and nat by the works of the law, For 
by the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſbi- 


d. 25 
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The fault of Peter lay in this, that his 
conduct implied the neceſſity of the Gentils 
being "circumciſed, and keeping the ordi- 
nances of the Moſaic law, in order to their 
being faved. Mhy (n) compelleſt thou the 
Gentils to judaize ! that is, to (o) become 
Jews,” and live,” according to the law of 
Moſes, and that, in order to ſalvation. This 
was the meaning of his behaviour. The 


Gentils at Antioch had believed in Jeſus 


Chriſt, and heartily embraced his doctrine. 
Nevertheleſs Peter now behaved toward 
them, as if they were uhworthie of con- 
verſe, or communion with himſelf, or other 
Jewiſh believers. - They were not yet of 
the chureh and people of God: but muſt, 


if they would be ſaved, be circumciſed, | 


and obey the law of r as the Jewiſh 


people did. | 
This is what Paul "blames Peter oe It 


is apparent from St. Paul's whole argument 


in this place. It follows next after the 
words juſt cited. Me who are Jews by na- 


ture, and not finners of the Gentils, knowing, 


_ a man is not . ified by the works of the 


* | 


os | 
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law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even 
we have believed in Feſus Chriſt, that we 
might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and 
not by the works of the law. Which plainly 
ſhews, that St. Paul is ſpeaking of impoſ- 
ing the law, as neceſſarie to acceptance 
with God: or, in other words, that he is 
ſpeaking of juſtification, and ſalvation. And 
St. Peter ſays the ſame thing at the Coun- 
cil, in almoſt the ſame words. Acts xv. 10. 11. 
Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put 4 
yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which nei- 
ther our fathers, nor we, were able to bear? 
For we believe, that through the grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, we ſhall be ſaved, even 
as they. 

We ſee therefore, that Peter was now 
guilty of diſſimulation. He acted contrarie 
to his own judgement. And did what im- 
plied the neceſſity of the Gentils receiving 
the law of Moſes, in order to ſalvation. 
Thus he ated, fearing them of the circumci- 
fron. I tranſcribe Auguſtin below (p) who 


ſpeaks exactly to the ſame purpole. 
M 


Some 


(p) Quapropter non ideo Petrum emendavit, quod paternas 
traditiones obſervaret : quod ſi facere vellet, nec mendaciter, 
nec incongrue faceret, Quamvis enim jam ſuperflua, tamen 
ſolita non nocerent. Sed quoniam Gentes cogebat judaizare: 

quod 
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Some have been unwilling to think, that 
the Apoſtle Peter ſhould have expoſed him- 
ſelf to this cenſure after the Council of 
Jeruſalem : though the order of St. Paul's 
narration, in the chapter juſt cited, im- 
plies as much. But the difference is not 
great. Peter's guilt may be aggravated there- 
by. But whether before, or after that Coun» 
cil, he was now guilty of diſſimulation. 
For he. did eat, and converſe for a while 
with the Gentils at Antioch : and afterwards 
ſeparated himſelf from them, fearing them 
of the circumciſion. And a part of Paul's 
argument is to this purpoſe : I thou, being 
a Jeu, liveſt after the manner of the Gen/ils, 
that is, ſometimes, as be had lately done, 
and probably at ſome other times likewiſe, 
and not as do the Fews, ; why compelle/t thau 
the. Gentils. ta judaixe? Or, as Mr Locke: 
If thou, being a Jew, takeſt the liberty 
ſometimes to live after the manner of the 
Gentils, not keeping to thoſe rules, which 

| the 


quod nullo modo poſſet, niſi ea ſie ageret, tanquam adhuc 
etiam poſt Domini adventum neceſſaria ſaluti forent : quod 
vehementer per apoſtolatum Pauli veritas diſſuaſit. Nec 
apoſtolus Petrus hoc ignorabat. Sed id faciebat, timens eos 
qui ex circumciſione erant. Itaque et ipſe vere correctus eſt, 
et Paulus vera narravit. Anguſtin. ad Hieron. ap. Hitron, Ep. 
67. T. 4. P. 2. p. 005. | 
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the Jews obſerve ; why doeſt thou conſtrain 
the Gentils to confotm themſelves to the 
_ rites, and manner of living of the Jews?“ 
Moreover, we know, that long before 
the Council of Jeruſalem, Peter had been 
at the houſe of Cornelius at Ceſarea, and 
received him, and his companie, though 
Gentils, into the Church by baptiſm, And, 
when he returned to erufalem, and there 
were ſome, who contended with bim, becauſe 
he bad gone to men uncircumciſed, and did eat 
with them; he having rehearſed the whole 
matter to them, they were ſatisfied, and 
ghorified God, ſaying: Then hath God 
alfo to the Gentils granted repentance unto 
hife. Acts x. and xi. 1. . 8. Of which St. 
Peter takes particular notice in his ſpeech at 
the Council. Acts xv. 7. . 9. 

This action of Peter therefore was hypo- 
crifie, or iſimulation, as St. Paul juſtly 
calls it, a mean compliance, contrarie to 
judgement, through fear of the diſpleaſure 
of unreaſonable men. And this was the 
fault of all the reſt, who joyned him in that . 
behaviour. And the other Jews, ſays St. 
Paul, diſſembled with bim: inſomuch that 
Barnabas alſo was carried away with their 
di ſimulation. 
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The Apoſtle Peter, as is manifeſt, ſub- 
mitted, and acquieſced. And we may rea- 
ſonably believe, that he never after ſhewed 
the like unſteadineſſe, but was firm againſt 
the like temptation. The ſame may be well 
ſuppoſed of Barnabas, and moſt of the other 
Jews, who were now faithfully and openly 
reproved by St. Paul. 

8. We may now be able to vindicate the 

conduct of the Apoſtle Paul in complying, 
as he did at Jeruſalem, with the advice of 
James, and the Elders there. As related 
Acts xxi. 17 .. . 30. | 

I do not know, that we are bound to 
juſtify the conduct of any man, not even of 
an Apoſtle, in all things. Nay, we cannot 
but acknowledge, that ſome of the moſt 
eminent of that order failed in ſome in- 
ſtances. We have juſt now been obſerv- 
ing upon a faulty conduct of Peter. And 
it is likely, that in the contention between 
Paul and Barnabas, there was on each ſide 
a ſharpneſſe not to be juſtified. Acts xv. 
36... 41. Paul might be too much of- 
fended with Mark, who departed from them 

from Pamphylia, And he might be too 
much exaſperated at Barnabas, who had 
diſſembled with Peter, when he ſeparated 
| IT himſelf 
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himſelf from thoſe, with whom he had 
before lived familiarly. But Paul was re- 
conciled to both afterwards, and makes 
honorable mention of them in his epiſtles. 
Paul likewiſe ſeems to have been too much 
moved by the indignity offered him by the 
High-Prieſt, Ananias. Acts xxiii 1... 5. 

But we cannot willingly allow of many 
inſtances of miſconduct in Apoſtles. And 
we may be diſpoſed, to vindicate any men, 
ſo far as we reaſonably can, eſpecially men 
of eminence, and extenſive uſefulneſſe, 
whoſe uſual conduct entitles them to eſteem 
and reverence. 

And, excepting the inſtances juſt men- 
tioned, St. Paul's conduct, ſo far as we 
know, was free from cenſure. Indeed, I 
think, that his doctrine and his conduct, 
as a Chriſtian and an Apoſtle, were always 
uniform, and harmonious: and that he 
never practiſed any compliances, but ſuch, 
as were agreeable to his avowed principles. 

However, it is fit, that we ſhould particu- 
larly conſider what we find related in Acts 
xxi. 17. . 30. | 

This relation, as ſeems to me, is brought 
in to inform us, how, and in what manner, 
Paul was apprehended : that we might know 
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the oceaſion of that impriſonment of the 
Apoſtle, which was of ſo long continu- 
ance, and was attended with many inci» 
_ dents of importance, And as the Apolile's 
impriſonment was a neceſlarie part of his 
hiſtorie, the occaſion of it could not be 
omitted by a faithfull and judicious e 
as St. Luke certainly is. 

And there appear ſo many tions of can- 
dour and good temper, wiſdom and diſcre- 
tion, in James and the Elders of the chureh 
at Jeruſalem, that, as one would think, 
men of ingenuity ſhould be little diſpoſed 
to ſurmiſe, that any thing was now pro- 
poſed to Paul, or complied with by him, 
which was at all diſhonorable to him, 
er derogatorie to the true principles of reli- 
gion, or to the intereſts, either of believing 
Jews, or Gentils. 

But it is not to be expected, that all ſhould 
be contented with ſuch general obſervations. 
We will therefore ve wur paregraph 

of this narration, | 

Ver. 17. And when we were come 0 J.. 
ruſalem, the brethren, meaning the ehureh 
in general, received us gladly. The preſence 
of Paul was acceptable to them, and in 
a friendly and affectionate manner they 
CON= 
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congratulated © him upon his ſafe arrival 
amony them. fs 

Ver. 18. 19. And the day following Paul 
went in with us untd James. And all the 
Elders were preſent. And when be bad ſa- 
lured them, li detlared particularly, what 
things God had wrought among the Gentils 
by his mimfirie. 
The original phraſe, ch 5 ergo, im- 
ports the exactneſſe, and particularity of 
the accounts, which Paul gave of his ſuc- 
cefles in the ſeveral cities and countreys, 
in which he had been, ſince he was laſt at 
Jerufalem. And here we cannot forbear 
to obſerve the frankneſſe and opennefle, 
and alſo the humility of the Apoſtle, in 
giving ſo full an account of himſelf: where 
he had been, what he had done, and what 
tokens of divine approbation had been af. 
forded to him, and to his endeavours. This 
reſembles the account, which Paul and 
Barnabas gave to the church of Antioch, 
upon their return thither, after they had 
fulfilled the work, to which they had been 
appointed in an eſpecial manner. Acts xiv, 
26. 27. And compare ch. xili. 1. . 4. 
The main difference is, that there they ga- 


thered the church togetler and rebearſed all 
M 'bat 
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that God bad done with them. Here Paul 
ſpeaks to James and the Elders only of the 
church at Jeruſalem. 

Ver. 20. And when they beard it they glo- 
rified the Lord. A proof of the truly Chriſ- 
tian and charitable diſpoſition of the chief 
men at Jeruſalem. They rejoyced, and were 
thankfull to God for the progreſſe of the 
goſpel among the Gentil people, as preached 
to them by Paul. 

And ſaid unto bim: Thou ſeeft, brother, 
how many thouſand Fews there are, which be- 
lieve. And they are all zealous of the law: 
thinking it {till obligatorie upon themſelves, 
and their poſterity, who are of the Jewiſh 
nation. However, they afterwards add at 
ver. 2 5. agreeably to the determination of 
the Council: As touching the Gentils which 
believe, we bave written, and concluded, that 
they obſerve no ſuch thing : that is, that they 
need not, are under no obligation, to ob- 
ſerve the law, or it's cuſtoms : but may be 
juſtified without obſerving them. Conſe- 
quently, neither did the believing Jews ex- 
pect to be juſtified by the law. And their 
zeal for it conſiſted only in a deſire to keep 
it, as obligatorie upon themſelves, to whom 


it was delivered, as a nation and people. 
They 


Ch. VII. Of the Apoſtolic Decree, Acts xv. 169 


They muſt generally (for we need not be 
unwilling to allow of exceptions for ſome 


individuals :) have aſſented to what St. Peter 
ſays in the Council, xv. 11.. We believe, that 
through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wwe 
Jews ball be ſaved, even as they, the Gen- 
tils. Which is alſo agreeable to what St. 
Paul ſays to St. Peter himſelf, and as a thing 
well known, and allowed by ſuch as be- 
lieved in Chriſt. Gal. ii. 1 5. 16. Me who are 
Jeu by nature, and not ſinners of the Gen- 
tals, knowing, that à man is not juſtified by 
the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Feſus Chriſt, even we have. believed in Jeſus 
Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the faith 
F Chriſt, and not by the works of the law. 

. They are all zealous of the lau, in the 
ſenſe juſt mentioned. But, poſſibly, even 
that was more than was approved of by 
James, and the Elders, or the moſt knowing 
and underſtanding men in the church at 
Jeruſalem. | 
Ver. 21. And they are informed of thee, 
that thou teacheſt all the Fews which are among 
the Gentils, to forſake the law, ſaying, that 
they ought not to circumciſe their children, 
neither to walk after the cuſtoms, 
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"That they ought not, that is, that it was 
unlawful for them ſo to do. Which was a 
ealumnie upon the Apoſtle. He never faid 
ſo. He may have ſaid, that they needed 
not to practiſe circumciſion : or that they 
were at liberty to quit the obſervances of the 
law, As he is underſtood by ſome to ſay, 
Rom. vii. 1. . . 6. But he never ſaid, that 
it was unlawfull, or finfull for the Jews 
to circumciſe their children, and keep the 
law. And though this had been reported 
among the Jews at Jeruſalem, it is evident, 
that James and the Elders did not give credit 
to it, By their manner of ſpeaking they 
ſhew, that they were PR and ro 
it to be a falſhood. 

Ver. 22.23: 24. What is it therefore # The 
multitude muſt needs come together. Fur they 
will hear, that thou art come. Do therefore 
this, that we ſay unto tber. We bave four 
men, which have a vow on them. Them take, 
and purify thy-ſelf with them, that they may 

ave tbeir heads, and all may know that theſe 
things, whereof they are informed concerning 
thee, are nothing: but that thou thy-felf walkeft 
orderly, or regularly, and keepeft the law. 

They recommend fomething to be dotre 


by Paul, as likely to be more ſatisfying, 
and 
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and conyincing, than any verbal declaration 
could be. And he complies. Which 
ſhewed, that he did not think it unlawful 
for a Jew to obſerve. hes ene, And 
that js all. 


However, this « 8 the Apoſile 


"7 


muſt have been very agreeable to them, by 
whom the propoſal was made. And though 
by the violence of the people of the city, and 
of others aſſembled there upon occaſion of 
the feaſt, he was prevented from actomplifh- 
ing the days of the purification, and perſorm- 
ing all the preſeribed rites z there can be no 
queſtion made, but that his deſign was well 
taken by the whole church at Jeruſalem, He 
may have received many civilities from thern, 
whilſt he was kept in cuſtodie in Judea. 
And he was better qualified to writeto them, 
at the end of his impriſonment, that excel- 
lent epiſtle, called to the Hebrews': and 
they, and other Jewiſh believers elſewhere, 
may have been better diſpoſed to receive 
from him that word of exbortation, which 
was ſo well ſuited to their circumſtances. 

Though I have now gone over that hiſto- 
rie, perhaps it will not be diſagreeable to 
ſome, if J add a word or two more r 
4 2 upon it. 


St. 
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1.) St. Paul's complying with the pro- 
poſal made to him by James, and the Elders, 
did not at all weaken the freedom of the 
Gentils from the law of Moſes. Nor could 
it be underſtood by any ſo to do. This is 
manifeſt from the clear and open declaration 
here made by them, that at 7ouching the Gen- 
tils, which believe, it had been concluded, 
that they obſerve no ſuch thing. 

2.) What St. Paul did now, was not con- 
trarie, but agreeable to his own declarations 
at other times, and to his conduct upon 
other occaſions, and to the 3 which 
he gave to others. 

Firſt, What St. Paul now did was agree- 
able to his declarations at other times: and 
therefore, as we may be aſſured, was con- 
formable to his ſettled judgement and per- 
ſuaſion, and not an artfull, or hypocritical 
compliance, proceeding from fear, or cal- 
culated to ſubſerve ſome private and ſelfiſh 
views. 

He was a Jow.. The rites preſcribed by 
the law of Moſes were in their own nature 
indifferent. He (q) practiſed them now, 


(9) Fadtus ſum Fudaeis tanquam Fudarur, ut Judacos lucriſa- 
eerem, . compaſſione miſericordiae, non ſimulatione fallaciae 
. Nam 


Ch. VII. Of the Apoſtolic Decree, Adds xv. 173 


as ſuch, not as things neceſſarie to his own, 
or any other mens ſalvation. This his con- 
duct therefore is agreeable to his declara- 
tions at other times. Thus it follows after 


the words before quoted from the begining 
of the fifth chapter of the epiſtle to the Gala- 
tians: where he ſo earneſtly diſſuades them 


from taking upon them the yoke of the law, 
as neceſſarie to juſtification and ſal vation. 
For, ſays he ver. 5. 6. we, through the Spi- 
rit, wait for the bope of righteouſneſſe through 
faith. For in Chriſt Jeſus, or according to 
the tenour of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, nei- 
ther circumciſion availetb any thing, nor un- 
circumciſion : but faith, which worketh by love. 

And afterwards, in the ſame epiſtle, vi.15. 
16. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion 

availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but'a 

new 

. . Nam utique Judaeas erat. Chriſtianus autem factus, non 
Judaeorum ſacramenta reliquerat, quae convenienter ille 
populus et legitimo tempore quo oportebat, acceperat. Sed 
ideo ſuſceperat ea celebranda, quum jam Chriſti eſſet diſcipulus, 


ut doceret non eſſe pernicioſa his qui vellent, ſicut a parentibus 
per legem acceperant, cuſtodire, etiam quum in Chriſto credi- 
diflent : non tamen in eis jam conſtituerent ſpem ſalutis, quo - 
niam per Dominum Jeſum ſalus ipſa, quae ipſis ſacramentis 
ſignificabatur, advenerat. Ideoque Gentibus, quod inſuetos 
a fide revocarent onere gravi, et non neceſlario, nullo modo 
imponenda eſſe cenſebat . . Aug. ad. Hieron, ap. Hieron, ep. 67. 
T. 4. 5. 605, And ſee Remarques de Beauſobre fur le N. T. T. i. 
p. 444. at the end of the ſecond ep. to the Corinthians, 
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nem creature. And as many as walk according 
10 this rule, peace be upon them, and upon the 
whole Hrael of God. So he writes in an epiſ- 
tle, where he ſtrongly affects his own inte- 
grity, and carneſtly exhorts thofe, to whom 
he is writing, 10 fand fal in ibe liberty, with 
nich Cbri has made us free. He might 
therefore very reaſonably practiſe indifferent 
things, as lawfull, when not infiſted upon, 
as neceſſarie to ſalvation, 

Farther, the compliance, related) in the 
place, which we are conſidering, was alſo 
agrecable to his avowed conduct __ other 
occaſions. 

80 1. Cor. ix. 20 22. Ard unto the 
Fews became J as a Jew, that T might gain the 
Fows: to them" that are under the law, as 
ander the law, that © might gain themthat are 
under the law : to them that are without law, 
4 without law : . . . that I might gain them 
that are without law. To the weak became IJ, 
as. weak, that I might. gain the weak, I am 
made all things to all men, that I might by all 
means ſave ſome. 

Here, in the hiſtoric . conſideration, 
we have an inſtance of that compliance and 
condeſcenſion, which in the juſt cited text 
from the firſt to the Corinthians, he openly 
declares 
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declares to have been his frequent practiſe: 
and which he eſteemed to be his duty, in 
order to gain and fave men of every rank, 
and denomination. And what was now 
done by him, was done by the advice and 
recommendation of men of great candour, 
and great wiſdom and underſtanding : friends 
to Paul, who knew him well, favorable to 
the Gentils, and guardians of the church at 
uſalen. 


This da, ſay they, that all may his; 
that thoſe things, whereof they were informed 
concerning thee, are nothing + that is, that 
all may be fatisfied, that tho dogſt not teach 
the Jews which are among theGentils to forſake 
Moſes : nor ſay, that it is unlawfull for them 
to circumciſe their children, and to walk after 
the cuſtoms : foraſmuch as thou thy-ſelf” alſo f 
walkeſt orderly, and keepeſt the law. The 
meaning is not, that he did always, and 
conſtantly keep the law, in all it's appoint- 
ments: But {r) that ſometimes, or often, 

(r) Ipſum vero Paulum non ad hoc id egiſſe, quod vel Ti- 
motheum circumcidit, vel Cenchreis votum perſolvit,vel Jexo- 
folymis a Jacobo admonitus, cum eis.qui voverant, legitima 


Ula celebranda. ſuſcepit, ut putari videretur per ea ſacraments 
etiam 
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upon many occaſions, he did not ſcruple fo 
doing : and that he did not judge it finfull, 
or contrarie to the doctrine of . Chriſt, ſo to 
do. For, when Paul ſaid to Peter, Gal. 
it. 14. V thou, being @ Few, liveſt after the 
manner of the Gentils, and not as do the 
Jews: the meaning, certainly, is not, that 
Peter always, and in all things, lived after 
the manner of the Gentils, but only ſome- 
times. Take the words in that ſenſe, 
which it ſeems moſt reaſonable to do : And 
Paul's argument' with the Apoſtle Peter is 
| ſufficiently cogent. 

And that Paul did ſometimes become to the 
Jeus as a Jeu, he ſays himſelf in the place 
juſt cited from the firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians. And ſome inſtances of his ſo acting 
are particularly recorded by St. Luke, beſide 
that, of which we are ſpeaking. So, as before 
obſerved, he took, and circumciſed Timothie, 
the ſon of a Feweſſe, becauſe of the Jeus in thoſe 
quarters. For his father being a Greek by 


nation, and religion, all ſuppoſed, that 
Timothie 


etiam Chriſtianam ſalutem dari: ſed ne illa quae prioribus, 
ut congruebant temporibus, in umbris rerum futurarum Deus 
fieri juſſerat, tanquam idololatriam Gentilium damnare crede- 
fetur, &c, Aug. ad Hieron, ep. 76. ib. p. 031. 032. 
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Timothie was as oe uncircumciſed, 2 
9 

And afterwards, ch. xviii. 18. . 22. at 
Corinth. Paul tarried there yet a good while. 
And then took his leave of the brethren, and 
ſeikd thence into Syria, having ſhorn bis head 
in Cenchrea, For he bad a vow. And be 
came to Epheſus . . .When they diſired him to 
tarry langer time there, be conſented not. But 
bid them farewell, ſaying : I muſt by all means 
keep this feaſt that cometh in Jeruſalem, But 
(s) T will return unto you again, if God will. 

This is an action, much reſembling that, 
which was propoſed to .him by James, and 
the Elders at Jeruſalem. And ſo far as we 
are able to diſcern, it was performed by him, 
of his own accord, freely, and voluntarily, 
without any compulſion, and without the 
advice, and recommendation of any. And, 
I think, it muſt be reckoned full proof, that 
he did, upon ſome occafions, walk orderly, 
and keep the law. 

Once more, finally, the complying con- 
duct of Paul at Jeruſalem was agreeable to 

N the 


(9) Of Paul's vow at Cenchrea there is a particular account, 
inthe firſt Part of the Credibility, &6. B. L ch. ix, 9.8. p. FETs 
474. 3d edition. 


N 
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the directions, which he gave to others, 
upon the like occaſions. 
We all know, that in his epiſtles, he — 
oftentimes earneſtly exhorts the Gentil Chriſ- 
tians, the ſtrong among them in particular, 


not always to aſſert to the utmoſt their 
Chriſtian liberty: but to forbear it, when 


there was danger, leaſt any weaker brethren 
ſhould be ſo offended, as to fall. I know, 
ſays he in his epiſtle to the Romans, xiv. 
14. . 20, and am perſuaded by the Lord 
Jeſus, that there is nothing unclean. of itſelf : 
but to him that eſteemeth any thing to be unclean, 
to him it is unclean. But if thy brother be 
grieved with thy meat, then walkeſt thou not 
charitably. Deſtroy not him with thy meat, 
for whom Chriſt died. Let not then your 
good be evil ſpoken of. For the kingdom of 
God is not meat, and drink, but righteouſ- 

neſſe, and peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

For be that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is 
acceptable to God, and approved of men, Let 
us therefore follow the things that make for 

peace, and things, wherewith one may ediſy 
another, For meat deſtroy not the work of 
God. All things indeed are pure : but it is 

evil for that man, who eateth with offenſe, It 
is goed, neither to eat fleſh, nor to drink wine, 
nor 
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nor any thing, whereby thy brotbeſs ſumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak, Haſt thou 
faith? have it to thyſelf before God. See 
likewiſe what follows at the begining of the 


next chapter. 


Now therefore, at Jeruſalem, Paul only put 
in practiſe the rules and directions, which he 


had given unto others. He was a Jew. And 
he might perform ſuch acts, as were in them- 


ſelves indifferent, without fin. If he was 
not under the law of Moſes, he was under 


the law of charity, by which all Chriſtians 
were bound. And, as in reſpect to that 
obligation, he had exhorted Gentil believers, 
not unſeaſonably to aſſert their liberty, he 
was in like manner obliged to condeſcend 
himſelf. Here was ſuch a caſe. If ever 
there could be ſuch a caſe, it muſt be here, 
at Jeruſalem. And, if he had not compli- 
ed, as he did, he muſt have run the hazard 
of offending a great number of the Jewiſh 
believers, his brethren, ſo as to cauſe them 
to fall, and fill their minds with prejudices 
againſt the diſpenſation of the goſpel. Ac- 
cording to the rules, juſt ſeen by us, as 
given to the Romans; he was obliged to act 
now as he did. If he had not, he would 


not have followed the things that male for 
N 2 peace, 
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peace, and wherewith one may edify anatber. 
If he never practiſed condeſcenſion, compli- 
ance, yielding to the infirmities of the weak: 
how could he propoſe himſelf as an example 
to others: as he does, after a lang exhorta- 
tion at the end of the teath chapter of the 
fact epiſtle to the Corinthians? nat now to 
refer to other texts: Whetber therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the 
glorie of God. Give no offenſe, neither to 
the Jews, nor to the Gentils, nor to the Church. 
of: God: even as 1 pleaſe. all men in all things, 
not ſeeking my oun profit, but the profit of 
many, that. they might be. ſaved. 

I hope, I have now vindicated St. Paul. 
But there ſtill remains one obſervation more, 
which may be not Kmproperly mentioned 
here. 

9. From the explication, which ubs 
given of the Apoſtolic Decree, and from all 
that has been now largely obſerved upon 
it, we may be able to diſcern the reaſon, 
why the Epiſtle of the Council of Jeruſa- 
lem is never particularly mentioned by 
Paul, nor James, nor Peter, nor John, nor 
Jude, in their epiſtles. 

There was no neceſſity of ſo ang 


partly, becauſe it may be ſuppoſed, that all 
| Chriſtians 


Ch. VII. Of the Apoſtolic Decree. Adds av. 18 1 
Chriſtians in general were already acquainted 
with it: and partly, becauſe the regulations, 
therein contained, are not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
any part of the Chriſtian Religion, or ever- 
laſting goſpel; which is to be in force to the 
end of time: but only prudential rules and 
direQions, ſuited to the circumſtances of the 
Chriſtian Church at that time. However, 
I think, there is a reference to it in Rev, 
Il. 24. 

Another reaſon, why Paul, and other 
Apoſtles do not expreſſly mention that Epiſ- 
tle, or the Decree in it, though they recom- 
mend like rules, or deliver cautions very 
ſuitable to it, (as St. Paul certainly does, and 
very often :) may be, that, by virtue of their 
apoftolic commiſſion, they were each one of 
them qualified to deliver prudential rules and 
directions. 

Which obſervation may be of uſe for 
enabling us to underſtand ſome expreſſions 
of St. Paul, in the ſeventh chapter of the 
fixſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, and perhaps 
elſewhere. To the reſt ſpeak I, not the Lord. 
ver. 12, and, I have no commandment of the 
Lord. Yet I give my judgement, or opinion, 
yup, as one that has obtained mercie to be 
faithfull. ver. 25. and, after my judgement, 
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or according to my opinion, xare T1) ep 
wp. And I think alſo, that 1 have the 
Spirit of God. ver. 40.. That is, he knew, 
and thought it could not be reaſonably. 
called in queſtion by any Chriſtians, that, 
beſide authority to declare the goſpel of 
Chriſt, he was alſo endowed with wiſdom 


and power, to deliver prudential counſels, 
ſuited to the ſtate of things. And, when he 


delivers them, he uſes ſuch expreſſions, . as 
ſhew, they were. not properly a part of the 
Chriſtian, doctrine, but only directions and 
counſels, adapted to the exigence of things 
at that time. I ſuppoſe therefore, that this. 
is good for the preſent diſtreſſe. ver. 26. ne- 
ceſſity, or exigence, whilſt the profeſſion of 
the faith is expoſed to ſo many difficulties. 
And this I ſpeak for your. profit : not that I 


_ caſt a ſnare upon you. ver. 35. that 
** I ſpeak this with a ſincere view to your 


* not intending, however, any thing 
above your ability to perform: of which you 


muſt be the beſt judges, after ſecjoufſy 
weigh! ing t the caſe.” 


CHAP: 
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20. Diff. L. Whether St. Paul did really 
blame St, Peter for his conduct, men- 
tioned Gal. ii? 

That St. Peter was culpable, is allowed by 
our Author. Wherein his fault conſiſted, 
was ſhewn (a formerly, and again in (6) 
theſe Remarks, 

P. 202. The only difficulty ſeems to be, 
ſays our learned Author, with regard to 
Peter's motive for this conduct, which poſſi- 
bly might be this. He had been charged 
before at Jeruſalem, on account of his eating 
with uncircumciſed Gentils, and vindicated 


himſelf to the ſatisfaction of the aſſemblie. 
Acts xi. But he had done that in a more 


private manner, which rendred him leſs ob- 
noxious to the zealous Jews.“ | 
There is no reaſon to ſay, that was done in 

a more private manner. It was very public, 
as appears from the hiſtorie in the x. and xi. 
chapters of the Acts of the Apoſtles, No- 
N 4 thing 


(a) In the third volume of the Supplement. p. 163. 164. 
(*) P. 158. &c. 
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thing could be done more publicly among 
Chriſtians at that time. When Peter, by 
divine direction, went from Joppa to Cor- 
nelius at Ceſarea, he took with him fix 


brethren, who were witneſſes to all that 


was done at the houſe of Cornelius. There 
Peter tarried ſeveral days. Before he return- 
ed to Jetuſalem, the Apoſtles and bretbren 
that were in Judea, by whom muſt be meant 
the whole church at Jeruſalem, or a large 
part of it, heard, that the Gentils alſo had re- 
ceived the word. And when Peter came to 
Jeruſalem, they that were of the circumciſion 
contended with him, ſaying, thou wenteſt in to 
men uncircumciſed, and did eat with them, 
But Peter rebearfed the matter from the be- 
gining, and expounded it by order to them. 
His diſcourſe there follows at length. And 
in the Council St. Peter ſpeaks of this tran- 
ſaction openly, and as a thing well known to 
all. Acts xv. 7. And when there bad been 
much. diſputing, Peter roſe up, and ſaid unto 
them; Men and Brethren, ye know, how that 
God a good while ago made choice among us, 
that the Gentils by my mouth ſhould hear the 
ord of the goſpel, and believe. 
There is no reaſon therefore, to inſinuate, 
that this was done in 4 more private manner. 
But 
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But learned men, when engaged in an argu· 
ment, are too apt to advance ſome things, 
to ſerve a preſent purpoſe. Which ſhould 
be carefully avoided by ſincere inquirers 
after truth. 
P. 203, #5. Afterwards, when Paul and 
Barnabas went up to Jeruſalem about the 
diſpute . raiſed at Antioch concerning the 
Gentil converts, and Paul took Titus with 
him; he would not conſent, that Titus 
ſhould be circumciſed, though ſome pre- 
tended Jewiſh converts, who probably crept 
into the aſſembly, when that matter was de- 
bated, inſiſted upon it. Theſe ſeem to 
have been different perſons from the believing 
Phariſees, whoare mentioned as being at that 
aſſembly. But, as they are ſaid to have be- 
lieved, he would not, one would think, 
have here called them falſe brethren, thaugh 
they joined likewiſe in inſiſting upon the 
circumciſion of Titus.“ 

By the falſe brethren, unawares brought in, 
who came in privily to ſpie out our liberty, 
which we have in Chriſt Jeſus, that they 
might bring us into bondage. Gal. ii. 4. Paul 
means no others, than (c) thoſe who began 

the 
(c) © Aud that, becauſe of falſe brethren, who came down 


to Antioch, Adds xv. 1. unawares brought in. Acts xv. 5. 
infi- 
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the diſturbance at Antioch, of whom it is 
ſaid, Acts xv. 1. . Certain men came down 
from Judea, who taught the brethren, 
and ſaid: Except ye be circumciſed after 
the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved : 
who at ver. 5. are ſaid to be Phariſees that 
believed. 

Nor can I ſee, why St. Paul ſhould make 
any ſcruple to call them falſe brethren, who 
are ſo cenſured by the Apoſtles and Elders, 
and the whole Council at Jeruſalem, who 
ſay of them: Foraſmuch as we have heard, 
that certain men, which went out from us, 
have troubled you with words, ſubverting 
your "ſouls . . fo whom we gave no ſuch com- 
mandment. 

Nor does it appear, that there was any 
diſpute about Titus, in particular, either at 
- Antioch, or at Jeruſalem. But Paul, to ſatisfy 
the Galatians of his inviolable ſteadineſſe 
upon all occaſions, inſerts this fact in his 

narration : 


inſinuating themſelves into the church at Antioch. ver. 1. 
Who came in privily to ſpy out our liberty, from the obſervance 
of the Jewiſh law, auhc aue have in Chrift Feſus, that they 
might bring us into bondage to it: they pleading for the neceſ- 
ſity of circumciſing the Gentils, and commanding them to 
keep the law. Acts xv. 1.” Whitby upon Gal. ii. 4. See all 


Doddridgei upon the ſame place. 
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narration : That he took Titus with him 
to Jeruſalem, and brought him thence 
again, uncircumciſed, 

P. 203. 204. © But after this, wh 
Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch, 
Peter coming thither, for ſome time did eat 
with the Gentil converts. This conduct 
of Peter could not but make much noiſe, 
and give offence to the convert Jews, who 
were yet zealous for their law. Which be- 
ing heard at Jeruſalem, might occaſion much 
uneaſineſs there among that ſort of perſons. 
And this might occaſion James to ſend 
ſome perſons to Antioch, to acquaint Peter 
with it: Who, to avoid the ill conſequences, 
which he apprehended would follow from 
thence, might think proper to alter his con- 
duct, and alſo induce Barnabas, and other 
Jews, to do the like.” | 

In my opinion, all this is abundantly: too 
conjectural. Many things are here ſaid 
without ground. Why ſhould Peter's eat- 
ing with Gentils at Antioch preſently make 
much noiſe? It was doing no more than 
might be reaſonably expected of him, eſpe- 
cially after the deciſions of the Council at 
Jeruſalem, as Dr. W. .. allows this to have 
been, p. 202, Nor is there any reaſon to 

believe, 
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believe, that tidings of Peter's eating with 
Gentils at Antioch had been brought to Je- 
ruſalem. Peter, as it ſeems, ſtaid now but a 
ſhott time only in that city. And the Jews 
mentioned Gal. ii. 12. may have come to 
Antioch upon bufinefle, or purely to gratify 
their curioſity. There is no reaſon at all to 
bring in James, and make him either a 
cauſe, or an occaſion of the alteration of 
Peter's behaviour. Before that certain came 
from James. The meaning of thoſe words 
is no more than © when certain men came 
down from Jeruſalem, where James was.” 
As (4) is allowed by the beſt interpreters. 
Peter was culpable, as is evident. And 
he was juftly and openly reproved by Pau!. 
And Peter acquieſeed. But we wilt not ac- 
quieſce. And rather than not make out an 
apologie for him, we attempt to bring in ano- 
ther Apoſtle to be partner in guilt with him: 
though the hiſtorie affords not any ground 
or reaſon for ſo doing. 
Without any curious reſearches, and 
groundleſs conjectures, Peter's alteration of 
conduct 
% Naum wenirens qui um a Jucobo.] Id eſt, ab Hieroſolymis, 
cui eccleſiae tum praoſide bat Jacobus. 4 Jarubo, id ef, ah 66 


; loco ubi erat Jacobus. &c. Grot. ad Gali li. 12. Facobs. id eit, 
Hierofolymis, ubi pedem fixoret Jacobus. Bex. in lc, 
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conduct is eafily accounted for from the well 


known zeal of the Jewiſh peaple, in general, 


and of too many of the Jewiſh believers. 
As formerly (e) ſaid: I imagine, that he 
gow fir ſt of all went abroad out of Judea into 
Gentil countreys. It is prabable, that he was 
deſirous to ſee the Chriſtian people at Antioch. 
But hitherto he had not been much uſed 
to converſe with. Gentils. And when ſome 
zealous Jewiſh. believers came to Antioch 

from Jeruſalem, he was alarmed: recollect- 
ing, it is likely, bow ſame at Jerufalem had 
contended with him after he was come from 
Ceſarea, becauſe he had eaten with men uncir- 
cumciſed; Acts xi. 1. . 3. and very well 
knowing, from long and frequent experi- 
ence, the prevailing temper of the people of 
his countrey.“ 


(e) Supplement, Vol. 3. p. 165. 
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208. Diſſ. li. Mat is the meaning of 
Pauls expreſſion. You ſee how large a 
letter 1 have written unto you with my own 
hand. Gal. vi. 11. 

This queſtion has been conſidered by 
many interpreters, and other learned men. 
T likewiſe have had occaſion to ſpeak to (a) 
it. And Ithink, I have ſaid what is ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew, that our Engliſh verſion is 


very right, 


a, See the Supplement. Vol. 2. p. 1065. . 170 
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